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would at once compol a confliot and loave
those fools to reason ovor the justico of the
act.

Louis Napoleon did nothing more in pre-
cipitating the lato conflict, Prussin had
steadily refused to disarm, herattitude com-
pelled's corresponding movement on the
part of Franco, and tho strain on its resour-
eas could no longor be borne, The piace-
at-any-prico ministry, with Gladstono and
Bright at its head, engerly seized on thepro-
text that France had been the aggressor, to
keep ovt of the quarrel, they had obtained
yower by falsehood and on a false pretext,
and in order to keep it had disarmed Eng-
land ~nd left hernalked in the face of the
enemnics of poaco in Eurmpe, As a conse-
quence it becamoa nutter of absolute neces-
sity to put the whole question on falso is-
sues, andd the astuto Yrussinn Chancellor
aided that movement by the exhibition of
the secret treaty at tLo right time. Tle
poople of England have therefore to thank
Glsdstone, Bright, ard the Manchesterschool
for immediate loss, nud the greatast per-
spoctive danger Great Britain ever encoun-
torad since she occupied a position amongst
tho nations of the earth. Tho magnitude
of that dangor, its near and remote bearings
on our own condition, renders it necessury
for tho people of Canada to seriously con-
sider the situation, and our present want of
power to interfere actively in & movement
involving such fearfully momentuous issues
becauge w2 are not represented in the Im-
porial Parliament supplies an irresistable
argument for the vevision of Imperial polity
pointed out in our last two issves. English
elatesmanship demonstrates overy day more
fally the incapacity of English politicians
todesal with the/great questions aifecting the
immense dependencies ot the British Crown,
and as it would not tend to the peaco and
progreks of the world to create a crowd of
half-fledged nationalities, whose pretensions
would re-enact the sceues of the South
Awmerican Republics; it follows that the
only other alternative will bo {o create an
lmperial Parliamont, in which the Colonics
should be fairly represented.

Waxy the Reciprocity Treaty ~as abro-
gated a howl was raised by certain Canadian
journals, notably the ZIrade Review, ana
some of its Montreal contemporaries about
the manifold miseries that were to fall on
Canada in consequence of the Yankees shut-
ting us out of their very profitable markets-
A good many Canadians, however, undor-
stood this trade question far better than
sither the Yankee protectionists or their
Montreal friends, and stoutly maintained
that while it was in general a very good
thing to have reciprocal trade relations, and
1t would not bo desirable to disturb the
treaty, if partics were saticfed; yet on the
whole this country would be by fara greater
geiner by its abrogation, inasmuch as the
then existing treaty had given the peopls
of the United States vucontrolied command

of thio carrying trads of Canada, the fisheries
and navigation of our internal waters, for
whioh wo received na equivalont whatever,
Five yenrs have clapsed sinco tho troaty was
endeld by the Pnitel States, and instoad of
beingexporiers of tho products of that coun-
try wo havo bscome imporlers. Instoad of
being ablo to shut us out of theic markets
by high tariffs that very operation has given
us complele control thereof, and the open-
ing of tho Intorcolonial Railway will reuder
us independent of their boading systemand
transit. In fact it has enabled ue to thiow
down all barriers to commeres, and to chal.
lenge them to & contest for the supremacy
in their own markets and o1 tha world, in
which we are sure to wir

If fuirly considered we do not want any re-
ciprocity trealy, as no intetest directly lan.
guishes for it, and it woull ailord us no new
impetus towards developmg our vesources;
our commercinl interests ave it thediraction
of cloger trade relations with Great Britain,
the West Indian and Australisn Colonies,
and there is no need to mako Yanken inon-
opolists our faotors in dealing with the de.
pendencies of Great Britain, South Ameriu,
or other foreign countrics. In order to show
clearly how the exclusion of the peoplo af
the United Status from the {urmer privileges
they epjoyed in.our fisheries, affects directly
our interests, and to iliustrate the principles
1nid dosm we give the following extract from
the Ottawa correspondent of the New York
World :

“While tho enlire exportation from the
Dominiou of Canada of the produce of tho
fisheries to foreign, countries from 1866 to
1870, both mclusive, exhibits an increass of
only eleven per cant., cur exports of cured
fish to the United States during the same
period have increased 33§ per cent. Whe-
ther producer or consumer pays the heavy
imposts placed on British cateh. .n order
that competition with American cateh may
be so crippled as to secure your own fisher-
men tho full control of the United States
market is a question which, in this instance
at least, is clearly answered. by tho facts.
Take the case 6f mackerel, by way of illus-
tration. The average prices at the com-
mencement of reciproeity, ruled, in tlalifax,
fro ~ €10 to 312 per barrel, and in Baston
from $14 to $16. Last yoar the prices
ranged from $1§ to $20 in.Halifax, and from
$23 to $27 in Boston.. There was no scar-
;city of mackerel in Halifax, because Nova
Scotia fishermen: astually took 38,679 bar-
rels move in 1870 than in the previous year,
in consequence .of .foreigners having been
kept off our inshore fiching places. The
Canadian article being. mostly class No. 1, a
maximum rate. might be taken, but I state

- .peral averages as betwoen gross and net
values of various brands, Canadian produ.
cers very nearly doubled their former re-
ceipts, besides seuding you last year an uu-
usual quantity 0. mackerel. Judge for your-
self who really psid the duties to-your gov.
ernment, producer or consumer. The dif-
ference between Nova Scotia and Massachu-
setis prices cannot be altogether owing to
the relations of demand and aupgly, but
seems chiefly due to the enbanced cost to
the original purchuser anad his profits; with

duties added- thercon,sll of which :some-
body pays. Is it not the fish-eater?”

The corroapondent gees on to shoss that
if tho Yankees are to fish at all with any
success it must be within the three mile
limit, and to prove that tho duty laid on
Cnadian fish is of no consequonce, as the
article must bo had at any price, for whioh
hio gives tho following conclusive reasons:

“Your duties never touch tha cost to us
of either the production or the disposal, If
these duties ware ropealed to-morrow, tho
ansuing freedom of commaercial intercourse
would undoubtedly ba a great convenience
to us, and might cheapen fish to your popu-
lation. it would not, howover, be any sub-
stantive gain to Canadians, Doubtless you
would trade more readily, and, perhaps, buy
more; but if your own fishormen wero pros.
perous at the same time, our prices and
yours would correspondingly decline. Itis
were mockery, therofore, to discuss the re-
moval of duties from ous fish as an equiva.
lont for adinission toour exclusiveand luora.
tive privileges, We comnmand the sources
of supply. If your fishcrmen coull partici-
nato in them freely, the catch of Canadian
fishormen might be neither as cortain, as
abunduant, nor as saleable. Tho advantage
tn the producers would bo mostly yours.
Vet cousmmners -in both countries would ob-
tain fish all tho cheaper for tho busy com-
petition of domestic industry anad foreign on.
terprise. In your country they would bo
spared the extra cost of fictitious aid to
Americin fishermon, although deprived of
the luxiiry of discriminating against Cana.
diana ?

* High duties on provincial- aught fish of
any kind aro of very shght ¢ 1sequonco to
us. The only fish wo send $0 vur market ia
appreciablo quantities are just those kinds
and qualities which your peoplo must have
at any price, and that our waters alone can
furiush.  The best markots for the bulk of
Canadian cuved fish are ir Southern Europe,
Great Britain, the British and foreign Wost
Indies, Brazil, &e., &c. These are now our
establishad marts, Primomackerel, salmon.
cartaiu grades of codfish, sorio halibut and
herrings you aro obliged to procuro from
Canada. Weare content to trade these with
you at ress:0nable figures, Sometimes your
fishermen manags to filch from: our waters
tho best muckerol, choice codfish, herrings,
and halibut, Sometimes, too, they obtain
their cargoes in barter for salt and other
stores. They manage by suzh means to make
up theuw fares pretty cheaply, ‘the salt they
bhave probably witlidrawn from your ware-
houses subject to adrawbacke of duty. Last
year this allowance umounted to the hand.
somo sum of $123,474 54. Towns in Mussa-
chusetts fiyre for $79,124'48 of this amount.
‘The always complaining town of Gloucestor
absorbs the greatest proportion.”

Every word is & proof that Canadians
should pause and weigh well the consequen
cesof allowing a foreign power the privileges
of a trado capable of such development and
exercising such a tremsndous influence on
o rnaval and commercial affairs, It fur-
nishes abundant reasons why any troaty ad
mitting Yankee fisherman to our waters
should be looked on with suspicion, care.
fully considered and nothing conceded with-
out full and substantial equivalents, which
the Umted States have not to give. The con.
clusjon is particularlyrich, asit shows beyond
contradiction the gronrd of the Yankeo fish.
errigun's complaint, and the.disbonesty of
President Grant's allegations in hic last fa.
1OUS Message.




