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raiso tho men that youwant. The question,
therofore, is how you aro to form an army of
reserve whichy, if war should become immm.
nent, you might combine with the Regular
Army. Thero are wars of {wo descriptions
in which Enpgland may bo engaged. She
may bo engnged in a war with a Power from
which there is little or no chanco of mvasion.
Such wero the wars within my rocolisction—
the war in the Crimes, the Indian Mutiny,
and others in which you havoe been obliged
to employ your Regular Army abroad, and
for which you had the greatest difficulty in
raising mon.  Everybody rccollects what
took place in the Crimean war, whon you hud
to appenl to the Militin, and to raise recruits
by means of an extrmordinary bounty, and
what was the result? Why, the men you
raised wore hardly worth sending out. (Hear,
hear) Now, we wanta reserve of two kinds
—a first and second reserve.  Wowant men
who would bo ready at o moment's warning
to fill up the ranks of your Regular regi-
ments, which I propose to reduco when at
homo to about 600 men each, but which in
war you could at once fill up to I,00U—the
officers being retained to the full amount.
, In the first resorve the condition of service
" would be that the men should serve abroad ;
the men of the second reserve would not bo
callerl upon to leave the country. Now, how
are we to raise this army of reservo ? You
relied for its formation for the last six years
on men who bad served their ttme. That
system was pronounced l.?( the Royal Com-
mission to be a perfect failure, and the Roy-
al Commission never came to a more correct
conclusion: (Hear.) The first thing I did
upon receiving the roport of that Commis.
sion was to suspend tny further proceedings
in that way. ‘Then it has been suggested to
mako it & condition of enlistment that men
should serve so many years in the Regular

reason, that when a magn, having served in
the Ling, came then to serve in the reserve
he wonld not be able to live unless bo had
some employment, or you gave him high
pay, and when you wanted him perhaps you
would not know where to find him. Ithink,
therefore, that instead of making the time
tobe sPent in the reserve a portion of the
original service, it should be made a substi.
tation for n portion of that service, The
g way I would deal with it is this: When & re-
Y giment had completed its period of foreign
4 service and returnéd home I would propose
j that it should not be sent into camps or gar-
J risons, but that it should go into somelocal.
8 1ty with which it had or might wish to form
3 some connexion, and where little or no du.
g teswould have to be performed the first
g vear. The regiment being about to bo re
4 duced to 600, { would give the men long fur-
g loughs, and if at the end of their lenve they
d come and said that they could find employ- :
#ment, I would commute the rest of their
o service, Now, this should be treated not as
$19 matter of right, but of favor, because if it
X was o matter of right some regirents might
Ribe completely broken up. Then 1 would
M propose that the reserve should be attached
gito the Militin- I should be very sorty to see
pianother army raised up between tho Militia
gdand the Line—(hear, hoar)—and I think Mi.

itia officers have the strongest feoling upon
his subject. (Hear, hear.) Iwould there.
gafore proposo that any of these men who

could find omrsloymont after having com.

leted two-thirds of their first engagement
hoold be allowed to commute the rest of
their servico in the army of reserve, at the
pgrate of two years for one, and that they

l
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had said that for the future wars would prob-
ably bb of very short durntion- perhaps con-
fined to one caunpaign,  When the war was
over, therofore, I would allow theso men to
return to the reserve, I would have theso
men enrolled as rogular Militinmen, subject
to no other duty except that of being called
upon to serve if war becamo imminent.
When the, had served two-thinds of the
second period, I wonkd attach them to the
ranks of the second reserve, or thoze who
would serva twn years for ane for their pen-
sions—that is to <ay, who, at the expiration
of six years, would become ontitled to a
pension, At pregent the vegitments who are
coming home are 2,165 in excess of their
strength, if you reduce them, ns I propose,
to G, You will have to discharge that
number of men, and the whole of them
would bo entitled to the boun I have de-
scribed. But, after all, that would give only
a very small force ; however, it would gradu.
ally increase,  Ascach regiment came homo
theavernge axcess of 1its numbers would be
about 150, and so many might be permitted
to commute the rest of thenr service by ser-
vico m the reserve. Hon. gentlemen are
aware that a good many officers in the Mili-
tias do not like to have old soldiers saddied
upon them, but I think thoso serviceable
men would bo of great use. At all events,
ofticers commanding the Militin need not call
on them unless they wished, for these old
soldiers would not require 28 days’ drill, but
there they would he any time we wanted to
lny on hands an them. ~ This, as T have said,
will give you but a very small army of re-
serve, but I would propose to invite the ofti
cers of Militia regiments to cz2ll upon, say
one-fourth of their establishmente, “The
Royal! Commission recommended that the
Militio should be raised to their full strength,
the quota being 120000, The present

Army, and 50 many 1n the army of reserve ; | strength of the Militia is about 90,000, and
tut I don’t think that would unswer, forthus | the dittercner hetween that and 120,000

would constitute the army of reserve, I
woull invite the ofticers of Militin rogiments
to ask thei raen to volunteer for this pur-
pose, but I propose to make no alteration
i their term of service in the Militia, or to
take them away from their regiments except
in the event of war, in which case they would
be called to serve with the regular army.
As an inducement for them thus to volun-
teer in the army of reserve, I would doublo
the ordinary militin bounty—that is to say,
the Militiaman who now gets £6 spread over
five years woulld get £12 spread over five
years. 1 have not the slightest doubt that
such a bounty would induce any number of
men you want to enlist, and that when men
saw they received double bounty for exactly
the same duties, there would be & great de-
sire to enlist in this army of reserve.  More-
over, every regiment that contributed a ce-
tain quota to the army of reserve I wor ¢
allow to be raised to its full strength, so
that you would have the Militia regiments
exactly in the same state as hefore, and
would have the additional men belonging
to the army of reserve. ‘Those men would
be linble for service in the regular army
only during the duration of war, and I be-
liove there are thousands of Militiamen who,
while they would object to joining the regu.-
lar force, would have no objection to come
forward for a single campaign. These men
would have the ordinary Militia pay, so that
the only additional expense would be the
extra bounty. But I may be asked how I
{):‘0{)050 to fill up the reguments of the line.
Vell, I propose to induco them to enlist by
an addition of 2. a day to the pay, and I
believe wo could thus at once raise the num-
ber to any quantity we required. My propo-
sal, however, is to limit the army of resarve

to one-fourth of the present establishment,
amd for thus reason—I do not want to break
up tho Miltia regimonts-  When on former
occasions such regiments havo volunteered
for service gbroad in time of war, they have
been almost broken up by allowing men, al-
most indiseriminately, to enlist in the line.
I propose, thereforo, to restrict tha number.
I would not take n man from the Militia for
the tirst reserve until he had gone throu_gh
Jus drill, and was able at any time to give
cfticient service.  Then I propose that overy
hundred men drawn from the Militia for tho
resarve should Le accompanied by an officer,
who should get o commission in the regular
army, T amn aware that this is an experi-
ment dependent upon the voluntary action
of others; but I recommend it becauso I do
not wish to have recourso to the ballot for
the Militia, or to any other means than that
voluntary enlistment which has supplied our
sorvico for so many years. (Iear, hear.)
The Royal Commission conclude their report
with an admission that their suggestsons
will lead to increased expense, and they add
that, considering the vast interests at stake
and the immense amount of wealth anc
property accumulated in tho country, as
well as in our large cities, they cannot be-
lieve that the nation will hesitate to pay
what, after all, will but amount to a very
trifling vate of insurance. I, too, am zertain
that the nation will not grudge that expenso,
and that i, this being tho only country
in the world where the people are free from
military service, we can raise all the forco
we want,on the moderate terms I have meon-
tioned, wo may think ourselves well off.
(Hear, hear.) With regard to tho second
army of rescrve, I do not propose to exceed
the number of pensioners which thero is al-
remly power to raise by Act of Parliament.
There is at present power to raise 30,000,
and there are now only 14,000, ° .
{ should strongly deprecate making the army
of resvrve unconnected with the militis, be-
cause the effect would be that 2 man, on
obtaining his discharge from the Militia,
would instantly go to this army of reserve,
mstead of remaining in tho Militia, which
the double bounty I propose would induce
him to do. What I propose will carry out,
not, indeed, any direct recommmendation of
the Royal Commission, but almost all the
suggestions they have offered with regard to
the army of reserve. They recommend that
the Secretary for War should have power to
commute for service in the army of reserve,
and that an addition should be made to the
pensioners, both which I propose to carry
out. They recommended, too, tho Militia as
the source to which we must look for an
army of reserve. (Hear, hear.) Before com-
ing to this conclusion, I wrote to His Royal
Iighness the Commander-in-Chief, to ask
for his opinion, and the recommendations of
His Royal Ilighness were almost identical
with what I have proposed. Tho effact will
substantially be this—you will have a Militia
consisting of 120,000 men, of which one-third
or one-fourth will be an army of reserve,
liable in time of war to fill up the ranks of
the army, and the only additional expense
will be the extra bounty they will receive.
You will have time before coming to a voto
to reflect on the subject, and {o consider the
propositions I have submitted are advisable
10 adopt or not, Alllcansayis, that should
tho recommendation I have now made of an
addition to tho pay of the soldiers be carried
out by the House, it will be tho greatest
pleasure to me to think that the last act of
my official life will be one which, will, I trust
and believe, be for the benefit of the soldier
and for the advantage of my country.,
(Cheeors.) . -



