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peranco point of view, 124 convicts profoHs total
abstinence; 7?82 fno i oderato drinkera; andi( 475 to
bo inteîniprnto. In the classification of crimes ani
offéecs, tho.se ngninQt the lierson and agahit. property
bond t he Est. With reepect, to divorces 2-11) lias Uen
grapitcd Fince C-okiccdc(ratitin, of which six wv.re grnnited
last yenr. For tlhe taine yenr 10,5.36 convictions wero
rccorded for dIriinkhesnne!z, of wvhichtheli Province oi
Quellcc is credited wit1î3SI andl that of Olario with
2,46-5, tlhc averago nuanier of inhabitants to echd con-
viction being. for the Province of Qucbcec, 4tr7 ; for thint
of Ontario, 909. Tho figure.% indicate a ilecreaso in the
number of convictions for this offence throughoaat
Canada.

TIIANI<SGIVING DAY.

T IANKS(~ileNGr Day is vory far fromn having
attaincd in Canada the pince wvhichi it lias long

held in tho Unitcd S3tatcs and es9pccially in New
Englnnd as a social institution and ian occasion for
faxnily te-unions. Its iplare wvith tlaem le probably
due, te i carly Puritan disliko for the observance cf
Christmias and the feit, neccssity for ,orne suitible
substitute. Noir thnt even I>uiritnn sentiment ]las
adopted the C1rstina fcstival the chances arc, tho-t
Thnnksgiving Day will declino in popularity as a
social institution there, nvd will nover at nny tinie
attain a corrcsponding place in Canada. Tt woeo
much to bc dosircd, bowevcr, tîxat it miglit take a
atroriger hold on public sentiment than it bas hitherte
gainecl.

One thing which lias militated agitinst its succeas
bas been the irrcgularity or the date fixed frein ycar
te year. In the iveli-aeant, endcivor te suit the con-
venience cf ail sections of the country anad cf al
classes of flac people <lcsiring te ob)serve it, the Gevern-
ment bas tried variouq; date,;. Nu elle cf these lias
suited evcrybody and tie changes have tended te
belittle the institution in publiecestecin. Tho rnatter
bias net lîcen bel ped Ily the adoption of the saine day
as bans long. been ob-ervcd in thoc United States.
Riglitly or iarongly thüt, bas alienated frein it, the
ByMpathy Of mIay11 IVlao have a net unnatural preju-
dico agninst any doliberate i nvoxvcd copying cf
their custonis. ])escendants of U3. E. Loyalists inay
perbaps bc excu-ed if a l)rejudiceocf tiais kind weighis
with theain mcre tlaan it sheuld.

The chief tiiing, laowcvcr, against whlich the general
observance cf Thinnks.givin.- Day lias lind to con tend
in the prst bias l)een tUe attitude of the Roman
Catholie Churcla. This Claurchi, aîuincrically the
largest sin"lo denornination in the Dominion, bans
nover paid any attention te thc invitation cf Vie
Governumont te observe it as a religieus holiday. Its
people pursue their usaaal avecatien-3 whercver Ipe:si-
hie, and ne services are held that bave any
relation te thîls special subjcct. This attitude cf thie
churcli i5 perhaps influenccd te somne extent, by the
unwarllingness on the part cf its autliorities te aclknow-
ledge any jurisdictioa in suds mnttera on tlhc part cf
tho State. But it finds a mnoro reasonable justification
in the large nuinber cf rcligieus holidays alrcady pire-
scribed by the chur ch-more, in fact, than a great
many find it possible te keep. Thoir people are
naturally unwillir.g te sec the number increased.
The only way te accure tlieir hcarty conEent te the
observance of a day for Tlaanksgiving would Uc te
adopt semne day thant nlready bas such religieus asso-
ciations in their niinds thiat it weuld add ne additional
burdc'n. 'More thian once wc havc bieard suggest-.d
thec adoption of AIl Saints' day, the first cf November,

and ve venture te urgb the suggestion as crie worth
eensidering.

IL la ne objection te tho adoption cf this day that
it already bans associations in the pepular mind cf
quite a different sort. At firat siglit it miigbt soom
incongruotus te conneet Tlianksgiving with tho cern-
niemeration, cf the dead. But as a anatter cf fact
thoera ii; î.û reason why theo comniemoration cf the
dcad should bc altogether a ead ana gloomy affair.
In fnct cia ocf tho tiainge for which wc ouglit ever te
give thanks is the noble record cf tUe plous souls who
have finiished tîseir labors and gene te thoir reward.
It -s their hereism Iargcly wbioh lias malle It possible
for us te enjoy the bounties cf God'a providence in
pence and quietness. The more Muarious curtornu cf
Iallowe'en which are now beomme a sentimeni rathor

than a superstition coula hardly find a more suitable
association thian with the good cheor cf a Thanks-
giving day te follon'.

THME REV. B. FAY MILS.

TÇI lEME are înany ln Canada wlio will remomber the
* evangelistie services conducted by the Rev. B.

Pay Mills and tho inipresiien ho produeed, especlally
ini Montreal. Even tiien grave doubts were expreesed
,in somoe quartera as te the defective characters cf the
'Gospel lic proclained. A littie over a year age hoe
foially asevered his connection with the evangehical
churches3 and lias beeas conducting service ln Boston
under the auspices cf a committeo coînposed largely
cf Unitlirians. Ho seems te Le rapidly passing ove»
beyond tho position cf the more censervative repre.
sentatives cf tho Unitarian, body, if we naay judge
fromn a statement cf the Boston correspondent cf the
I>hiladelphit: Pre.s!yterian in a recent issue. '«<Nills,"
lie says, "«is fast drifting, and indeed now confesses
hoe was acting hypocritically during bis ovangelistie
career nmong the evangelical churches, and while
vras a l'resbyterian pastor. H1e declared on a recent
Sunday niglit that lie had givent up the cxpiatcry
tlîeory ef the atonement and the fuil inspiration cf the
Bible wlien ho was tiventy-five years oid ; at tljirty ho
gave up salvation tlîrough Christ and substituted
ealvation by character; at thirty-five lie gave up
Christ as a deliverer cf the individuel seul, and
lookcd upon hlm ouly as a Savieur cf society ; and
nover since hie carly minietry bas ho preached on the
Bible. If Uc now gives us a correct statement of h;8
views while ho was calling hirnself a Preshyterian
evangelist, we rnay well hoe sorry in our hearts at the
deep deception ivhich bas been practiced upon t.he
evangelicai wrorld. But these statements of Mills may
ho truc and may net. I have hefore me a numbor cf
reports cf lais discourses running back a year. and
tbcy show an entire and pain fui lack, cf amy thing like
a syst eu cf religious theuglit or settled fact in any-
thing other than the vagaries of humnsxitarianlsm.

A nowspapcr man told mec laat Spring that Mille
had con fesscd te lias that ho hardly knew wbat hoe
behieved 1 learncd frous Unitarisn source thst the
hUberai leaders hardiy know *what te do with hlm.
Ho bas swung eut toe fur for thers. He snys lie bas
given up Christ and the Bible and this acts raLlier.as a
Iode stoneY1

THANKSGIVING.
Ji T is a good tbing te give thance unto the Lord."

'-Se said the Psamist ln days cf old, and it la
none the lesa truc now. Certainly we in Canada have
abundant teson for se doing at îàe present time.

The cartir'Jaas vielded plentifully cf her fruit.


