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fadolent, He dreams eitlior on the suopy eldo of the street whilo
he props up some house wall, or les prons on the lounge in o
comforiable library with tho book closed. Nos only fe ho mon.
fally and pbysieally fndolent but ho ia pliable and vain and eo
beoomes e+ easy ool for the designing knave, Ho nover gets a
ohanoe because ho never doserves ono, and would let tho bess go
bye if hohad is, Nos haviog sufficiont stamina to load bo is con-
tent to follow snd tho ar-imal 10 him gonerally leads him to follow
the worat, 80, if it were possible, ho deteriorates, and fivally con.
triboles  Inrge quota to our poor-boutcs, insane.asylume, and
prisons. YWhat can we do for bim ? I know he does not want us
bat he nasds ne, and wo want him; for wo aro the only ones who
oan do him good. There fe nopower thatcan touch this human-
drifs wood vitalizipgly bud the regenerative power of the Now.
Birth, No haman effort can roase him {rom his deadly Inertia
bas the awakening of & 26w meshood in Jesus Christ, and wo
mwusel try and surround him with such pressing infinences tbas ho
may drift our way and then pray bim into tbo kingdom. Our
motive makes us sirong and our lovo makes us wiso while our
holp fs omnipotence, Tho only belp of the Drifter is in Christ lot
us $hen try and gather him in,
IL Tux sivree.

The next olass of young mon for lack of & botter term I shall
oall siftora, Like the former olass tho marke of thoir character
may bo oarly disc. vered, They aro not a loveable olaes bat thoy
are » go-ahoad one. Thoy auro boys, who wro at tho front whea
thore is anytbing to ged, and out of sight when there io anything
to do. They will do mwore for the gift than they will do for thg
giver. When they grow older they believe in Missions beginnirg
ia Jorusalem and staying there. They ara suspiclous, oritica
and selfiab. Their idea of othor peoples goodness is based on
theirown, and to thom all generosity means a pradoat investment
‘LLey {reely criticize and readily wondemn, If {key aro meral it
is beoauss it pays and not because it ls right, and they aro
comparatively honest from tho kame standpoint. Have they any
good qualities? Ycw, a8 a rolo they aro intelligontly industrions.
Thoey pay their debts, and socon bavo & balance st tho snving
baok. Convinoe them thas any projeot will pay snd they will
detorminately advooate it and they are as free from offensivo
as they aro from distinguishing virtucs.

What can we do for thom ! Everything that they necd most
Wo can allay their enspioions, for Christianity has nothing to
oonoesl,  We oan resirain iheir oritical spirit by fiviog a
consisten$ life and we only oan curoe their selfishness by bringing
them into coniacs with Chriat. It tho Drifter is the monldable
olay the Sifter is the geanite colomn. The ono must be pressed
and tbe other chizelled into shape. ‘The latter requires most
labor but tho marks cof labor endare the longeat on the latter
Withous ué $he 2ilter only gathers the chaff and stonee, and
stiocks out of grain bul gathera no grain bimself, With ughe
sifis tho dross from tho grain and oarries it on to the hopper.
Wa can uso bim, for truth nesds no bush to hide in, and the more
light cast upon it the clearar it becomes, so doss the grain often
wionowed beoome the purer thercby. Pat the swestest and
purest of your Lockout Committee on his trail or it will be hope.
loss to gather in the Sifter.

UL tae virres,

He is nol an angel but he has the best human obanoce of
becoming one, I have termed him tho Lifter from tho sime he
1ifts the baby out of the cradls to lighten his mother’s cares until
the time tho bearers carry him to the grave he has been a barden.
bearor. Again the Lifter liko his con{reres is to ko found overy-
whers. Amid the news.boys om the street, the gutter-snipo of
the eslume, the dux ¢! the college clase or the Little Lord
FPauntelroy of the Castle, in all ho is in evidence and we are
thaokfal. I fiad throe charactsristios of him shining out every.
whera, He is willing to learn, willing to help, and wiiling to
oboy. Ho is his mother's‘'littls man,” his sister’s chum, and
his father’s boy, when he grows up he is & sportsinan bat not s
sporl, » studeny, bot not & resluse, 8 woman-lovar but not a rake,
s prodent busincss men but not & skinflint. 1f wo can gather
him in; and we should not miss one of them, for they are our
natoral allies, bo is & treasore. Tho willingueas, uosalfishness,
and trao maalineas which characterized him in the world wil)
follow him {nto the Church and mako him one of our moss asstal
membert. Ho it my hero this morning perhsps—

Not with a beantifal faoe or form
Buot a beantifal soul within

With » heart that is good and bravo and ¢
Aund has conquered batefal sin. e

Tho first $wo olagses noed us most, bud wo most need the
Inttez, Weozn do the most for she first and she latter oan do
most forus. YWe hato toleave the comfort of tho warm fireside,

and good fellowsbip and ace tho biting blast and most tho bitter *
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friotion of tho dally battlo of lifo in the world. But I would
oarnestly romind my follow-workere that whilo the Driftor may
becomo a Litter, it io poseiblo that tho Lifter, by an apposite but
analogous process, may bscome a Drilter. Lifo ie not casy to
livo; doty is not always pleasaut to peform, nor is tho reward
alwayain slght. Thonoxt stop apward mny bo Iound jn $bo
ward of o tenemout house and nold in tho sofd oushions of tho
church pow. Ii w. would sweoton the toague of the Silter, Iay
loving hands on tho Dafter, and link the Lifter moro olosely to
us oto., if we are out on ecarch for the young man whoovor ho is,
and whorever hoe is to bo found ; if wo aro unecifishly seeking his
good, ho is ‘o be had, and ho may bo garnered in il wo not oply
eeck him for tho Master, dut ecck him in the Master’s way and in
tho Master’s epirit.

* And this my daily prayer sball bo

‘That thou wilt show shyaalf to me

Thrt thon in mo may more abide

That I in theo mya«lf may hide,”
for tho hiding of eclt ie pot only the flading of tho Mastor, but
also thoso whom tho Mastor soeke, inoluding the young mon of
our congregations,

HOW TO OBTAIN A.MORE THOROUGH KNOWLELD E
OF OUR OWN CHUROH LIFE AND WORK.

BY REY. R, D, FRASER A A,, BOWMANVILLE.

* How to obtain a more thorough Koowledge of our own
Church Lifo and Work,” That such a knowledge ought to be
obtained might bo takon for granted. It would prove an inspira.
tion, Tho dccpest source of inspiration was the Bible itsolf, its
doctrine studied at fieat hand, and its unequalled examples of
labor aud sufforing. Next to this was our own beloved Chureb,
which the spenker held to be closost to Scripturo in hor dectrine
and polity. Her creod was an inspiration, its chief glory being the
place it gives to God. The great truth of tho sovereignty of God,
for which Lho Calvinistic system peculiarly stands, was the very
spino of all tho ovangelical creeds, By throwing men directly
upon Almighty God, it mnade stalwart Christiane, As to the polity
of Presbyterianism, such principles as these were at tho basis of it
—the Church counts of the people—tho only King and bead of
the Church is the Lord Jesue Himself, allogiance being duo to Him
alono—the only term of membership is acceptanco of Christ as
Saviour. It was not to bo wondered at that such a polity
doveloped on the one hand a love of liberty and on the other hand
o broad and Christliko charity. Tho history of the Presbyterian
Church wasiteelf an inspiration Its giaut heroes, such as Calvin
and Knox and Cooke, aud tho Hodges, and Daff, and Geddie, its
derco and often bluody battles for trath and frecdom, its mission
work,—according to Professor Ramsaay, of Glasgow, one fourth of
all the missionary work of I'rotestantism, a knowledge of theso
could not bue creato cathusiaem,

A thoroagh knowledge of their own Ohuroh was also nccossary
to tho most cflicient work. Tho Christian Endeavor movement
omphasized this in itsa motto *‘Xor Christ and tho Church.”
Oaes own Church was truly the avenue to readiest servico, tho most
convenient channel for effort, tho best atrategio position in the
battle with ovil, tho most promising field of labor, the most
cffectivo ongine for tho destruction of tho kingdom of Satan.

Thoe speaker nexs discussod the question how such thorough
knowledge might bo 6btained. He held that a most important
element was tho atmosphere in which tho young wero traived and
urged strongly that the Church and its concerns should have a
larger placo in the family life. Hoalso held that Presbyterial
organizations, by providing the young people with a larger outlook
on Church life and work, aided in increasing their knowledge of
it. Systematic study was another and most important means.
This, the General Assombly hed recogaized in its **Plan of
Study,” now before the Church and which although oply in its
socond month, had been received with marked favor. Mr. Frasor
outlived tho Plan, which provides for weekly atudy of doctrine
through the Shorter Catcchiam and ono meeting a month devoted
wwholly to some topic appartaining to Churchlifo or work. Several
of the most distinguished men in the Church were writing
*“helps” for thesc topics and in addition to the discussion of the
fint topio ** Why I am & Presbyterian” in the Sociotics, it had
already been mado the subject of a Sabbath sermon or & week
night lecturs hy o largenumber of the ministers. The ¢ Plan of
Study " bad boen heartily cndorsed by Endeavorers generally and
tho Endeavar Herald and the Golden Rule organs of the Socisty.
A thsrd method of Ipereasing one’s knowledge of tho Church’s
Iifo and woik was by taking an active part in ir, which tho young
prople were doing to the man.fcst advantage of the Church, whose
futaro depended largely on how eho gained and held their affoction
aad co-operation.



