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The Preabyterian RevievO.
aigrald ai Egléal.It iudlaé the elie aprellte place theoday hllais

amoag theftetai days af the ycer It is a reaninisnce ot a tiiai
whcn holidays worc not no common ln I'Marrie }Fagand " as thicy
ara tiaiv, and when tho gret holiday ci the birth of Christ was
trouJurod and madea tho vcry mont of.

Tha'ugh a heuart full of Chriatmn au osi aaake good ciacer in tuae
daîlloat wcather, yet Christmas wvcather bas much ta do wthi
Cliritmas cheer. WlIîoî the. day le withoait mist or rain, it in
matter of tbaniilntss. Wheî IL is eletr wvth a bard trost, iV in a
catuse of sober joy. Buat whea, tailowing a wook ot kcon weather,
a good fauaio snew lias siftd down through the unvext air a day
or two beforo, lying gcntiy on the trace aniel the liedge rows andl
the mcîtdawa, anal thon a front cornes oaa Chîristmnas Fet, andl itiakes
the unow oriel) andl 11cm ana parkliag, thon the oul of the sesson
gocu lito the biocal, andl thac ('risîmas greetiage ring with a
licartinesa that mens that Chrisias in gaîng ta bo morry indecd.
Mon say ta ona another : A rcal, old.fathiollcc Chriatmai, girl!

Though Christmas stands alonte au the crowii af the yearfi gla'
lises, IL in waited un by Jaya that go boforo andl prepara for It.
Thoa la the choosing of the carda aîîd the gafte that carry the
asaurance of goadial]. Thora la Vice iiangaîcg up af the swockiîîg
wlaîcl saut& Clauis wili corns and diii whon eyca tlaat triod ta laaop
awsko ta catch him arc at laut wo:ghed down with drowsy hoad.
Thora la the practimîng of the ringcrs who make themnelves ready
tn mollet out stress the snow when the heuir cames, thernusic oftho
'iiîerry, merry beille of Y ule.- Thora ila on Chrismnas ive the
viait of the waits wvho singe sweet and liow, no that thaîr sang au au
if board in a dreaîîî,

(;,od re3t you, merry gentlemen,
May ilothing you disniay,

F'or Christ a little child was bora
iipai a Christixau I)ay."

There vi tho langing cf the mistîctot and the wteaviig of the holly
raoind the Cjhrist mas heartia. Aboya ail, thora sn the prcparation
af tice heart anal rnad; for Christmas in the acasan when ail faînily
qu&rroIs arc healed, andl theze wlbo haro becai unfrienals shako
banals anal roicw tricndehip, andl noighbora who have heurt
nnneighbourly coma close ica eRe other-tbo tesson of ponte anal
gooalwili ta ail mankinal.

C;lariamas divides Fuiglialimen anto tbree classes. Thcrc are
thome, anal tiacy are ant increasing atamber, who looka aponi
c hristmas Day as a laie hol1day, in the senuo of a playday, andl
,iteattsendl Christna as they spend cmy othar holiday, lin resting,
jin ilaauriiig, ia taasting. Thora are others %vit regard it an a
hoit' day, on wlaich (boy iîtt go ta church, though they rnay not
ularicen a ciiurch door- tili Ch rs tma Day coma& roundagain; others
of theni kecping thet vhoio day sacreal as the Faut Day usel te bc
kelat in Seotianai. Anal there are others &gaini ta whoni it is bath
holy day aud holilay; i vie la the îîîaraing attend service, in ivhich
tia haymne anal tua lassona anal the sermion have ln thcm the spirit
of tie arason, anal spenal the reat ai the day in making rncrry witli
triendels, closing the dlay by taking the cbildren tea auacrodconcert,
or Iin hoar the Christinas oratorio IlThe N Mosaa."

'îriimais abscranccs arc ciîanging in Enjglaîid with Vhe chaag.
îacg years ; but the feeling wraught arato the very nervet cf the
iiiolite by religious custom anal tradition, going back into a dlii
lias thiat no ana c nà tell the beginîîiag of, is atill thero, anad makes
ttli~reyrt in the IlIn Momariaci" a noV altogcther empty ont-

"iîse hapîpy naîraî, rime liai y aon,
lirawt forth tho ciiecril day frrat iiiglit:
t> Fathcr. touch the cast andl light

l'î ight tiîat ahanai wbca hlope -.,as born."

ait'. IN&ia ittFt .A'

<'rsmsin Irclanal in observeda very mucb a Charistmas ini
iglanaî. IL ln fli( great liomeicfeativai of the year. Thiasans aîd

Jaîîghttri. childron and graîîd.chidrea, gathar round the Christas
tire. The aisletoe in the hall In as attractive ta young Irish
hoarta anal lips as it in te those ot coldor blood. Rost beef, rosat
turkey. iduan pudding, and mince pies, appear andl ciaappear au lin
Irs cuitaîrod laiids.

l'li ona distinctive teaturs connacical with tut C'hristms
easan which 1 rememibar tram a hajlioca spbent lu the South af
Iralanal là the cu.ntom of " hutiaig the wren." On the înarning
alt1er ('hristîisas l>ay -knowa to the devant people ot Soutbern
IrlAna as St. $1tcphen'a Day- you art î'cry sure Vo bo awakaracd
iuy the noise of singing baera your door or beneath yaur beairoom
winalow. You look oaat anal sec a rampany of mon and boys
anrng a euriacus ang, o! wbich 1 only rarnembor tht foiivswing

verse .
The wren, Vhe wren. ths king of aIl birds,
St. Stephtn's Day ho wus caiught ln the !ur.-el
Altbough ho la tittît. bis tamlly la great,

8owa pray yoai, good mnistrea, (o gîve us a treat.
Ytu alicn observe thut one of the camrllers carris & holly bush,

doeca ont %ytit [atastit ribboais, in tu' mnidst of a'rhiclî the poo
wron i.(orli ici ppasad ta bo)aprisonor Iftlie inghigilagood, the
initerview batwoon tht awakeaj..l housoholal anal tlioawakeaingclior-

lac thc Journal of tho Royal .io2ioty of Antiiîaarias in Irelaaid
illi.tl. p. '240), tue Rav. James O'Laverty, Pi'., bl.R.!.A.,
toils iîow a sitîiiar ottitaîn ofiliaiting te swaliaw andl afterwards
bcgging. provailcal amoiîg tue boys of anaint (frotta (set aloo
Lidll ant Scott'% (Jreek Lex'aaai limiler Cliilidonismal. F ather
a 'Livorty saya that tus origin of ail theso cuttms muet ba
raferred ba:k ta the infaacy ai the Indo-Europaa nations, andl
the varions festivals caebrateal by thean at suiidry sasans af tht
year, and that lé la ihsrotore use!oss ta aeok for tlîat origin in
Irelanai.

The mout plausible explanation lan that whiah ia givcn In Blrand
anal Ilazit's l>opular Aatic1 uitios cf Great lîritain, wboe we
road :

IlThis uiagular caîstor is faundaci on a tradition tliaï;la former
tUnias a faiay cf uncommon beauty exarteal sucli undua inflauence
over the maie population. çnat shle, at various Urnes, induceal by
bier sweat volte numbors ta toliow her laVa the sea, where tbey
perisheal. At iongtb a knlght-orraat sprung up who discovoreal
tmre aentan oi couiaervaiting the charme uueal by this siran, sud
aven laid a plot for hcr abstraction, which aile only eataped by
taking the form ai a acren " But a spoli was laid upon bier, and
though silo enaaped Instant annibilation, Ili was doctesal that -1,0
mueat uitimately porish by hurnan banals. Heacc the antual
paîrsuit of lier b>' men and baya.

I shonid add that Ilthe wren.boys," as they are calisa, are, go
far au I tan final, unkaawa north et Dahlia, or aven in %hu
neighborhood cf Dublin itielt. Litre anany another quaint olal
Irish custom, ihey %vers banisbtal by Engli8h influcc beonal tht
raglan ai IlThe l'ale." Bat their wiemory rornains îvith me amid
other mnomeories o! tue dear aId Emeraid IlIe. Stili, far away
uaîder the Sonthern Cross, I tancy I tan bear thair lUndi>' voicea
and sec their merry Irish tacts lit with the gladncsns af tbe
Christmias Lime.
1 dresamtd ai waaderings la the woade amaongst tht bol>' greta;
I drcamoed ot iy awn itaîlve cet, and porch wita ivy acrea;
i dreamea ai iights for avec dhnrnd-ot hopos that caa't raturai-
Anal <roppeal a Vear an Christmias tIres, tbat nover mare can humi.
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C hcistmas la Scotland ? Why-that ln just Christnîax la
Eaiglaaid, with, howcvar, laus of tht Church alemant in IL Still
the very naine ai Christmnas sonde a Vhrob ai jo>' ana expectancy
throughaut Vhs landl as a Min1e ivben familias reunitc-whi tcras
anal enmployas rua homo Vo sec the aid foîks-anal vrhan tht
studeîît turne hle bacia on A ina Mater te spand a weeok witb his
ra M ater-tbs dear aid lady aitb Vhe w'hite hair that awvaits bitai
li his dlistant home!

Froîn a social point ai view, Christmas iii Stotland la very
nîuch wbat it la elmowwhcrc, with ite gond cbccr, its werm hoapi.
talîty, itm mirtia, its 3ollity-yes, even Va tht cvcrgrcans; anal the
inisileoa!

But yoa ask: IlWhat aid we dla before Christaiian was se

genoally kepti" Enda tva no national fesPtival in ita stes.d? Weil,
ycn. Neaw Year's Day was Vhe great Scotch festival. 1 can
renirnbcr tho zest with wbich as a boy 1 loakeal forward to IL,
ana the varjous cnloyments that were usually asilociatoa with it.
1 osai romomber toe mate thinga that ivaro stairccly onjayants,
thougb tht>' were muant to hse no. In particular 1 would rater ta
"FitmtflVVin." It wadying out la my boylioad, ana long since it
lia pausca away altogether. tint, aIl tha more I iîay just sa> a
word about this aid custoan. It sprang from ths root ai kinieas
-the dairo ta bo thetiBret ta wish thoir friainas "lA happy New
Vear!" Hente tht nama 1 FirV- footing;" thatinl, trying ta ha the
firat foot that croiscaafriead'is trcshoid. Andinl this la itsol
thorc was ne harm. Thocra was liaran, howcvor, la ita accomparti.
monts, for the visitor invotriabiy carrieda with bian a botie of whisky,
anal nolens rciteîs evervone wico did not with ta bc att down "s
unfrienail> muet natals "taste'* anal aichange "the compliments
o! the soason, " "Aél gulal New Year te yon! " ««And tht saine ta
youî, ana wishing yeu many o' then" Thetlant observant of tht
eti3tom that I romnember was an aid man et well'aigh eighty years,
who, long alter ithad ceasoal anal dctermincd so fac as the cern.
muait>' gentrally was converntd, Vbrough thc Ilalrce ai habit 3Vili
was fartfoat la tht bouses of bis noareat nsighboura. Wban bc
dical. "«First.fittin' " died with him la an>' native pacisb.

llut do not suppoaf that tho observance af N~ew Yac' a Day in
SentUanal wasboand up with drinking. Far fron IL. Ev ea la my
beyhood 1 tan remambec litîtle cel, whiist Vhe tone ai se ciel>' an
thies ubject bas hooa rising avec ainte. Drinking bouts date


