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that, he mosardcd tho Old Testament throughout as given by inspira-
tion of God, oven as to its vorbiugc, wa shall como to a closo. In
his Epistle to tho Galations (Chap. iii: 16) ho proves that the
covonant of redomption was made with Chriat, by an argument tho
forco of which hangs upon the distinction betweon the singularand
plural of & noun. **tle saith not unto socds na of many, but aa of
ono, And to thy sced, whioli is Christ.” The wholeof hisargument
hinges upon the fact that ho who made the promiso (Gen. xvii: 7.10)
uuoﬁ vhe singular, sced, and not the plural, soeds, ovidontly nssum-
ing that tho distinction in quostion was of divine authority, or
in othor words, that the icspi-ing agenoy which has given us the
record in which the promiso wes found extonded % its very words
and lottors. No loss atrong is Paul's testimony in 2 Timothy iii :
15, 16, which the reader can consult for himself.

‘Tho question, then, is whothor we aro to hear Christ and His
apostles, or be lad captive by—~1 was going to say i.. my haste, the
arch encmy of ull truth, but I chech mysclf and say—the boasted
scholarship of the present age. Certainly the ovidence that the
Bible, the whole Bible, is thog\Vord of God, is amplo and satisfying
in the highor degree. Vo noed not be disturbed by the slightest
fear that it will over ceaso to bo so regerded. We are told agnin
and agnin that it is full of contradictions and inconsistencies, but
1no one has yot beon ablo to point to even ono wndoubted instance of
contradiction and inconsistenoy to bo found within tho entiro
volume. It is true, difficultics wre mot with in its investigation,
but even in our own times, somo of these havebecn wonderfully and
delightfully removed, giving promise that such of them as still
stand in tho way will yot find a happy solution. Certaiuly, the
sholo trond of modern discoverics, which have been neithor fow
nor unimportaat, has been to strengthen if possiblo tho claims of
this wonderful book to our fullost confidenco and acceptance as an
incrrant and autharitative guide in all inatters pertaining to lifo
and salvation, as the rule o? our faith and life, * profitable fer doc-
trine, for repruof, for correction, for instruction which is in right.
cousness, that tho man of God may be complete, furnished thor-
oughly unto every good work."

GENERAL ASSEMBLIES.

United States Meeting at Saratoga.
1L

On tho overturcsay to rounion with the southern church, the
committeo reported overtures from the Presbytorics of Allegheny
Benicia,” Chester, Dubuque, Hodston, Huntington, Kingston,
Ozborno and Utica, asking the Assembly to appoint a special Com-
mittee of Couference to confer with a similar comnmittee if one
should be appointcd by the General Asscmbly of thse Presbyterian
Church of tho United States to take iato consideration the whole
guestion of organic union of the two bodics aforcsaid wpon tho
basis of their common standardsand to report to the noxt Assembly.
Tho coramittee recommended that tho followinyg action be taken
by this Assembly: Whercas, We have heard with great joy that
the General Assombly of tho United States now in session in
Nashville, Tenn., has ﬂcforo it overtures from its own Presbyterics,
asking for the appoiutment of a special committee, to confer upon
tho subject of organic union with a similar committee of the
Assombly, if one should be appointed. Therefore resolved, That
o special committeo of ninabe appointod by the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States to take into cou-
sideration the whole question of the organic union of two bhodics,
upon the basis of our common standards and to report to the next
Assombly ; And that the Moderator and statedclerk bo authorized
to connunicate this action by telegraph to the Moderator of tho
General Assembly now iu session at Nashville,

THEOLOOGICAL SEMINARIES,

‘fhe Seminnries revort doveloped a prolonged discussion which
continued over parts of three days. There was a majority and
minority report, and the minority report published in last week’s
PrespyTERIAN REVIEW carrio. oa the follewing motion : 'That
the Gencral Assombly having adopted tho forcgoing resolutions,
appoint & committco of fifteen persons to confer with the various
scminaries, with a view of securing their approval of said resolu-
tions, and fot the purpose of aiding them by counsel and otherwise
in securing the necessary changes and amendments to the respee-
tive charters lercin recommended, it being understood that the
adoption of said resolutions is without impairment of any of the
rights of the General Asserably, or of said seminaries, that may
have accrued by tho compact of 1870, and said committec to make
report to the next General Assembly for final action on this whole
suggcct. by the Asscmbly.”

HOME MISSIONS.

The voport on Homo Missions was read by Rev. Dz, Arthur J.
Brown of Oregon Board was compelled to report an indebtedness of
8158,074.26 on Homo Missions, and 8101,598.20 on teachers and
chapels, making o total of 8258,645.25. Tho falling off in legacics
was, of course, in a measuro, forcsecr. The living had no doubt
been restrained by the financial depression which the wholo
country had felt, and which could not bo forescen. A condensation
of tho roport gives the following ;—Number of missionnries, 1,821
nursberofmissiouary teachers, 368 ; additionson professions of faith,
13,368 ; additions on certificate, 7,187 ; total mombership, 111,830 ;
total in congregations, 135,009; adult baptisma, 5,236 ; infant
baptisms, 5,408 ; Sunday schools organized, 461 ; namber of Sunday
schools, 2,676; membership of Sunday achools, 171,341 ; church

edifices (valuo of same, §4,874,220), 1,012; church edifices built
during tho yoar (cost of same §224,330), 78 ; church edifices repaired
aud enlarged (cost of anme $80,205), 363 ; church debts cancelled,
280,825 ; churches self-sustaining thas year, 31 ; churches organized
this year, 101 ; number of parsonages, {\alue 8592,340), 461. The
report of the Buard says: * A larger number of churches have
contributed to our treasury than inany previous year of the Board's
history. Tho aid receiving churshes responded most nobly, The
horoian. of tho missionaries enduring bardness, and ther active
efforts in the Board's bohalf, contributed largely tonard the measuro
of success attnined. Not a fow relinquished in part thewr well.
carned and sorely needed salavics, Somo of them in the east and
in tho weat made personal canvas with subscription papors in
behalf of the Board’s treasury, knowing that tho results, howover
reat would add nothing to their own salaries,” A few aentences
vom Dr. Brown's address in suppart of the report will mdicato tho
nature of the work done in the western field.  Ho pleaded for an
carncst proscoution of tho work among these men and boys who
had como west to build up their fortunes and their famo. o
thought tho people of a typical western city ranked highor than
the people of a typical eastorn city. Lustern men put on arrs hut
after thoy got over this, thoy mako very respectable weatern won,
Asarulethe best men came West. A maiden lady in New England
way asked why she had not murried.  Her reply was: **'The best
young men go West, and I had rather dio an old maid than marry
the kind that remain.” (Laughter.) Many men i the West nro
complotoly tilled with o \vorlhly spirit; many are away from thoe
restraints of home ; many who have made fools of themse ves in
the Enst become black sheep in tho East, come west, and 11 such
peoplo muko tho mission work very hard.  Tho mouey given by the
east to reclaim such men is not altogother charity. (Applanse.)
Elegantly arrayed, delicately perfumed, golden oyeglnused enstern
ministers make a tour of western churches, and pompously an-
nounce in orotundo, too many churclies in the West, and they
write it to their church papers, whileat the same timeo they aro
sottled as pastors on avenues crowded with churches. Dr. Brown
did not think tho west was ovoer.crowded with churches. Mo most
sloquently portrayed tho trinls of a Homo Missionary in the Far
West. If these miniafcis wero not aplendid financiers they could
not get along, Dr. -own mado ono of the best Home "Mission
specches over made in tho Assombly, and when ho sat down it was
amidst great applause.

FEDTCATION.

The chiel intercat in the report of tho Board of Education lay
in the most admirable speech with which it was supported by Rev.
Dr. Edward B, Hodge, tho new secrotary of the Board.  He belongs
to the famous Hodge family and carries the family resemblance,
Tiie report was submitted by Rev. Dr. Richard & Holmes, who
s3id that tho Board took care of nearly 1,000 candidotes. The
number of candidates for tho ministry is increasing but more than
4,000 churches gave nothing to the cause last year. It is strango
that dead Presbyterians should be of more value to the church than
living oncs, as appeara to be tho case in the light of tho legacics.
The committee emphasized the need of moro men for the work
that ahall confront the church when she passes the gates of the
nineteenth century. A ministry t:ducul.cdl to the demands of the
hour, and money for the education are the nced of the hour.
Suingent rules were adopted as condition of aid, and the causo
was ordered to be presented to the churches at least annually,
$150,000 was agked for the coming year and the work of the Bonrd
was cordially endorsed. The most important resolution adopted
was that “ tho payments to the candidates shall cease regulurly at
the closo of the collegiato year ; or carlier, when the time for which
they were recommended by tho Presbytery has expited ; and nlso
ag soon As it i determined that thoy arosuffering from prolonged
ill-health which may unfit them for the work of tho ministry ; or
as soon as their privato circumstances enable them to dispense with
assistanco ; and if they have been manifestly mmprovident, or have
contracted debts without reasonable prospects of payment, or if
thoy have married simce thoe last payment, or if they hiave received
sasistance from any other educational board or socicty, the entire
three months’ appropriation shall be forfeited,”

Ono of the interesting local features of tlns Assembly is tho
display of ,;f)rtiona of the Presbyterian exhibit prepared for tho
Columbian Exposition at Chicago. The action by which the gates
of the fair wero opened on Sunday debarred the church committee
from putting up the various objects prepared ansd sent. Among
these the most costly and interesting, perbaps, were tho historic
and heraldic objects propared by tho Tabernacle church of Phila-
delphia, of which Dr. Henry C. McCoolt is pastor. Dr. Durant
wrote for this collection asking its use during the Assembly's
session. The church cousented and the objects arc here, tastefuily
hung and dis;{l&ycd by the decoration committee in the Assembly’s
reception ant t-offico room. Among tho objects shown aro
some of theold sacramental tokens used by the early settlers:
engravings of old time log chiurches and parsonages ; the models of
the famous Scotch ¢ Bluo Banner of the Covenant ;' portraits of
pioncer preachers; o Jurge model of an assembly seal, a fine
cxamplo of hand carving in wood, and beautiful water color il.
luminated scals and emblems  One of the most interesting frames
contains porttaits of tho ladics who worshipped with the Prosby-.
terians whilc presiding as ¢ Mistress of the White House.”

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
The report on Forcign Mission work was received with groat
attention. It was submitted by Rev. Dr. Geo. T. Purves, of I’rinco-
ton, and was supported most eloguently by Rev. Dr. F. ¥, Ellinwood,
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