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own members should put forth 'their honest, zealous, God-fearing efforts for the
maintenance of the church and xninistry, and to extend the glory of God in the
salvation of their fellow men. 'Ihese were theirgreat princi pie. ; but the question
would arise-Cin religion sustain itself? Ilas it the pover to stand alone: anid
flot only se but to confront its enemies and exten(l the kingdoiii of truth and of
Christ in the world ? And thcy were there to maintain and prove t bis, being
provided wvith ahundant evidences of tho poer of religion to sustain itself in wlhlt
is called the «' Voluntary Principle.>' Ile lirst appealed to the history of the
Churcli of Christ, during the first three centuries of its existence, wIhen it flot only
stood alone, but stood opposed to muchi that wns then thouiglit, noble ani goud. yet
it made its -%ay notwitlistanding, without any assistance fromi the secular power.
lIe nppealed to the hiistory of Noiîeonformist Churchies of countries which had hleld
their noble course throughi sens of blood ; to the Waldenses, in their long strugg..le
in the valley of Piedmont ; to the Hussites in their cruel and bloody eontest in
Bohiernia; te tho8e bodies which, in varions parts of E urape, had worked out a
great refiirmation cf religion, and stood alone in opposition to the PnWers that be.
Ife appealed to the great efforts made by the Free Churchi of Scotland, wvhichi had
built a greater number of churches and schools and manses, and sent out a gzre.Cer
number of missionaries than they hiad before, and millions sterling hadl heen
raised by a comparatively poor people for the maintenance of what they conteived
te ho the cause of truc religion, Ile appealed te the osampleo f the Prinuilpn1ity
of Miles. Whilst London-alinost the capital of the world-the great seat ind
centre of the weaith of the world, providcd only for little more than thirty 1-er
cent. of its population, Wales provided for more than cîghty per cent., and it hadl
just been stated by a minister from Wales, that in the next few years not iess
than £1.00,000, would be expended in the ereetion of new chapels ia the Przîmel-
palîty. lc appealed to the county in whieh they stood. If they wanted a umon t-
nment to the Voluntary principle, let tlmem look round. What lias been donc in
Lancashire? Rapid and wonderful as had bec tme increase of population in that
county, the increase in the number of places of worship, and of schools hand been
far larger, and ail that hiad been donc on the Voluntary principle. Thon lio np-
pealed to the last census, which containcd the nmost triumphiant proof that could
be given of the pover of tho Voluntary principle. The statements of the census
were open to disproof, but they hiad nover been disprovcd, and ough 11 to bo rcgarded
as authientie and conclusive. it was a fact, then, that from 1801 to 1851, while
the sittinge in the Establishied Churches hiad increased from four millions to five
millions, or one-fifth, the sittinges in the chapels of the other denoiminations had
inecased from one million to, five millions, or five hutndred fold. But even that
-%vas not the whole strengtm of the case, for by far the greatest part of wlmat w-as donc
in the Establishmment was donc upon the voluntary principle. Clitrchmen hiatl
copied the ex:unple of Dissenters, and in many cases carried ont the Voluintary
principle w-ith a. noble and cxemplary zeal. The fluet wits patent to the %vorld
that ont of the five millions of sittings added te the churches and chapels in thme
half century no less than ninety.six per cent. were provided upon the Voluntary
principle, and only four per cent provided by any grant of publie money. The
Mission Churches, in ail parts of the worid were sustained by the vuluistary pîr.-
ciple; and missions themeselves were carried on by the samemneans, and it %vas un
this prineipie alone that %ve could hope for the extension of the Tledeetier's k-ili-
dem over the entire globe. Chevalier Biinsen, one of the greatest of roin
philosephers, in bis "1Signs of the Times," had declared that the Voltinta-y p1wi-
ciple had, in less than twcnty years, achieved the erection of more nevw chlurelmes
and chapels, w-ith congregations of carn est worshippcrs, than ail the Go)vern metits of
Europe, and ail the ciergy had been able te ercet during the last four centuiries.
Such, then, was the evidence of the power of religion to sustain itsclf.

The Annuni Conference of the E-V.ANCELICAL. ALLIANCE) alwnys a se.1soli
of pleasure and profit, was lmcld this ycar ut Nottinghamn nnd wa attendcd
by soime of the foremiost nmen of ail denominations. Notwitlbst.-nding the
attack of the secular press and the lukewarm sympathy of a large portion of


