
DESTRUCJTION 0F JEItUSALEM.
il short tinie ago, Sir B. Buiwer Lytton delivcred at lecture in Lincolin, on flic eavrly

hlistury ut' Eastern nations. lie galve aul ontdine of the history of' the Babyleian, As-
syrian, Perbi.in, Egyp)ti.Lin, Grek Und .Jefflsh nlations, and elosed iwith the lulloNving
powerful and draîinatic dezýcription of' tie destruction of Jeru2;aliî by Titus

Six years after the birtit of our Lord, Judea a .al Samralia becetine a ltonii province
under -ubor-dii:ttb governiorb, the inust tainus of whoni is 1>utius 1ilaîe. Tiiese
goverîiorb becanie se oppressive tiliat the Jievs bi oke ont iiitu open rebedlioîi, and
scvenity years after Chist, Jer-u>;aliii was finaily beseiged by Titus, atterwaids Emnper-
or of Mtunie. No tr:îgedy on tie Itage lias the sanie sceiies of* ippailing teil r as are
to be fuuiid in fie ibiîy ofthlis bcege. Tue city itbedi w:is relit l'y tactioîii at the
dcadiiest %var with cadi other-ail tic elienxts et civil li:tred iîad broketi iouse-tiîe
str-eîs lvvre siippery wi tii the biood of' ci tizc,îs--brotier siew brother-tue gril flans
were set on flre-liiiiîîc wasted tiiose iwhom tic sivord did ilot siay. In tie iiidslýt of
these civil mnassacres, tue itouîzi arniiies appeared before the wvalls of Jernisali. Vlien
for a sh1ort tiinie the r'ival factions niited agîîinst the conîîîorî foe tliry w ere ag-aiî Ille
gallatît countrynieli of David aînd Joliîua-tîey sallied futh aîid scattered the eîigles
of Rouie. Buît Uic triumphi w:îs bni; the ferocity of the illi*tted .Jews soon i wastd
itselt on each otiier. And Titus iîîarcied on, eîîcainped lus aîrinies close by the watis,
aîîd froin tic lîciglits the Romnîs gazed wvithi awe oin the strengtih anîd spindor of the
City of Jeliuvah.

Let uis lîcre pause, and tak-e, ourselves, a niounful glance at Jerusalem, as il thon
was. 'flic ity was fortificd by a triple wvall, save on oiie side, ivliire il wvas protected
by deep aîîd iîiîpassable ravines. These walls, of tue iîîo.,t sulid mai.suîîry, vei t: guarded
by stroîîg towcrs ;opposite tu the lot'tiest of thiese towcîrs Titus iaLd enceaiiiîed. From
the lîciglît of that toiver, tue setiiîel miglit have seeîî stretciied bedow tlle % liole of
that tain tel ritory of Judea, about to pas lroui tue counitn îeiî ut? Daîvid. ',VîUln tiiese
w'ails w'as the palace of Uhc kings-its roui of cedai, i(s doors of? rarcst Ilî:îills, its
chanibers titicd witi tie costliiest draperies, ind .esbels of go]id nnd silver. Groves
aîîd gardens gleaîîîing vvith fountains, aduî'ned witi statues uf' bronze, diý ided dIe
courts of tue palace itsel. But iiighi above ail uliol a precipitous rock, ra)se the
temple, furtified and adorned by Ilenoti.

Tue tenmple was as btroîig iwitlout as a citaidel ; wiîiin, more adurned tlîan a palace.
On euteninig, you belietd purticoes ot nuînberiess culuînîîs of porpliyry, mu.rbie anîd
alabaster; gates adorned with gold and ýsilver, anon- wvhici wvas tue %vontivrfint gato
calied tuie beautiful. Furîlier on, tiînoughi flic vast ar-el), wvas tie sacred portai ivhichiiad-
niitted iiito thc interior of tie tenmple usd1;lf ail wais shîeeted over wvitl guld, Iidit ovex'-
hung by a vincîtrc of goid, Uic brandies of whici wcnc as large ais a înan. The roof
Of tic temple, even 011 tue outside, was set over ivith golden spikes, to prevent Uie birds
settling tiiere anti deuiiing the hiy donie. At a dis:t,îîcc, the wviîue temple iookied like
a îîîouîît of suow, frettcd witlî goid pinniacles. But, aias! Uic veil uof that temîplec had
been aircady relit assunder by iu inîexpiable crinie, thc Lord ut' 1-osts did it fî,lît
vitiî lsrael. But tue enieniy is tiiund(eingi, at the waii. Ali arotînd tule city arose lin-
Inene intciiiics, froin ivhiciî Titus poured dlown migiiîhy fraigîîents of rock iiid shuwers
of fire. Tue walis gave wvay, tue eity wwia enitercu(, the tenîie itself wvas stonaed.
Faminle iii tue nicantinue lîad nmade sucli lavue thaI flic besieged ivcne more like spec-
tres hliatn living( nmen, tiîey devoured tile belts to tiîein swerds, flic sýanjdais to tiîeir feet.
Eveii nature itlseif* su pet ished away, tiiat a mutiier devoured lier own infant; fultilling
the awul wun(is of tic weiriike prupiiet wlio flnst: led the Jews toward the lanîd of
promîise :'Iîh tender and de ite xvoman amiigst yuu, wio wouid not venture te
set the sole ni lier fout upous the grouni for delic itencss and teniderniess, lier eyes siîaU
bcecvii towards lier youing-, maid the ciiildren that blhe bcar. for suc shahl cat tiiem for
want of, ail tiiingg, secnetly in tile seige, and straitntess wvierewiti thune enlenîy shiah
distreb', ilice in îiîy gats." Stili, as if the foe and tue famnine w * re iot -courige en-
ougli, citizciis -mote and iaurdered ecdi otiieras tlîey miet iii tue way, faisepropliets man
hoiiîlg Ilurunli tbe sîreeîs-every inîige of despair coinpleteï tue gliastly îpicture of
the fit of Jerubalem. And noiv tue temple ,vas set on fic, tue Jews riiled tiîronigh
thec flames to îuerislî anîid it8 moins. It ivas a caim suinner niglît, tue ]OUî of Auigust,
the -wioie hli on which stoot Ille temple ivas one gigautie blaze of fire, thc roofs of


