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and has placed what were once luxuries within the reach of all
sober and industrious Iabor.

This is a strong argument in favor of protection, as applied
to Canadian manufucturing industries. Where free trade has
heretoforo found its strongest foothold, Jhe population was
dense, and the hours of Inbor, in the struggle for life, long and
arduous. It is so now in most countries, and it is against the
competition of this cheap lubor that protection raises w barri-
cade behind which Canadian workmien fina time for rest, recre-
ation and thought ; for it is true that those who are forced to
work long hours, are the ones who are the nearest .pproached
to slavery.

Now that some changes are being made in some of the
Departments of the Dominion Gevernment, it is to be hoped
thut the suggestions this journnl has for so long a time been
urging, in the interests of Canadian manufacturers, may re-
ceive the attention it deserves. It is well known that under
exirting arrangements these interests are not as well looked
after as their importance demands ; and as we have herctofore
shown, it requires no new legislation to cnable the Govern-
1ncnt to carry this idea into effect. It is immaterial to the
manufacturers how this is to be done so long as it is done;
and the muportaunce of the watter, and of our emphasis of it,
is shown in the facts which we herewith give regerding the
export trade of Canada in manufacturers for  long scries of
years. These facts have never before been given to the pub
lic, and we owe it to the courtesy of M:. George Jobnson, of
the Statistical Burcau of the Departinent of Agriculture, that
wo are able to present them ut this time. The clerical labor
involved in preparitg the fucts was very great, and was not
included, weimaging, in any calculations of the Department
as regards the returns of the recent census. The facts were
collated by Mr. Johnson at the request of the Canadian Manu-
facturers’ Association, and we take pleasure in announcing
that others of similar character will be published as soon as
the preparation of themn is completed. Tt hasalways been our
contention that the manufacturing interests of Cannda were
made to appear as dwarfed and miniimized in such official re-
ports as appear in the Trade and Navigation Returns affecting
our exports of manufacturcrs, and our object in working for
some new Department of the Government, or some change in
the wethods of existing Departments, hins been with a view to
bring .g the voluine and importance of our manufacturing
industrics more <learly and prominentiy before the people of
Canada and of the won If the facts which are now
presented for thefirst tim  in a concise forin arc surprising,
wo can assure our rcaders that other forthcoming facts will
also show most favorably. Let this good work go on.

Tur appearance of a deputation of Montres! agents of trans.
Atlantic steamships at Ottawa last week, asking the Government
to reduce the « ity upon bar iron with a view to increaring
the consumption in Canada of British made iron, thereby giv-
ing their steamers increased freights, recalls the situation.
In 1§90—we have no later facts,—~the fmports of scrapiron
were about 53,592 tons, valued at $678,574, or about $1250
per ton, tho duty Leing 32,00 per ton.  In the same year our

about $30 per ton, the duty being $13 per ton.  Nearly all this
serap was imported from Great Britain, and was manufactured
in Canadian rolling mills into bar iron. The low rate ,f duty,
—32.09 per ton,—gavoe this materinl the preference over pig
iron—duty &4 per ton—in this industry, a consequence of
which was that comparatively little puddled iron was made
in Canada. This was hard on the blast furnace industry. Itis
somewhat more expensive to make bar iron of piy, though for
some purpuses such iron is considered of greater value than
iron made of scrap. It can be seen, therefore, that we are not
likely tohave muny puddling mills under existing circumstances.
Puaddled iron being more expensive to make the industry
would be handicapped by a duty on its raw materinl—pig
iron—100 per cent. higher than the duty on the raw materinl
—scrap iron—used in existing mills. That cousiderable
puddled iron is used in Canada is shown in the large import-
ations of it, and in that a large proportion of the pig produred
in Canzdisn furnaces is consumed in its manufacture. Accu-d-
ing to tho ethics of protection the 311 difference in the duty
bet veen scrap at 22 per ton, and bar at 8§13, should indicate
the difference in wages praid to workmen employéd in the
Canadian mills, and probavly scme other slight charges. If
the duty on scrap, which is a more advanced form of iron than
pig, were raised to 84, the samne as upon pig, it would force the
manufacture of puddled iron here, and to that extent greatly
benefit our mining and blast furnace interest; and the pres-
ence of suflicient quantitics of homne-mmade puddled bar on the
market, would evidently restrict the imports of the Dritish
article. 1f thescrap mill people could show that a £1 duty on
their raw materinl was working them a grevious injustice, no
doubt the ducy upon imported bar would be advanced.

AxEgRricAN manufacturers are discovering that their export.
ing interests are not as well Jooked after as they wight be, and
are demanding that a Department of Commerce be wde a
feature of their Government, the head of the Department to
be a cabinet oflicer and a2 mewmber of the President’s official
household.  Mectings of influential Lusiness men and bhusiness
organizations have been held in many of the trade centres, and
resolutions have been adopted, the general tenor of which nre
to the effect that while there are a number of departments of
the Government representing various interests of the people,
no departient exists especially devoted to the commerce of
the country.  Committees appointed for the purpose are pre-
paring memorials to Congress, and having them extensively
signed, sctting forth these views, a1.d requesting that the de.
partmentof the Governmment asked for, ho immediately auth.
orizedand organized. Regarding this matter the American
Manvfacturer says:

There certanly scems to be need of such a department.
The commercial interests of the country are cntitled to this
rccognition in the Genemal Government. The creation of a
iyepartment of Agriculture has resulted in marked benefit to
tho farming interest, and it may reasonably be expected that a
Department of Connnerce will be alike benelicial to the trade
and commerce of the country.  Aside from the fact that gen.
cral business intetests require the cstablishment of such a de
partment, itis urged that, under the preserit condition of thingg,
there is oo great n burden on the Secretary of the Treasury.,
Within a comparative!; short time three men have succumbed

imports of bar iron were 10,190 tons valued at £310,000, or
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to the cxacting demauncs of this office, and it is hicld that the
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