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Army, peaco  Army, war Navy,

footing, footing. tone,

Russia (European). «c.eeee coeen 800,000 1,000,000 80,000
Gormany coovveuienneesanrnoon 800,000 1,400,000 85,000
FEADICO v v omneecnrs o oe narn 750,000 1,30, 000 100,000
Austrite. .. .o.., Cerrennas .+ . ++.400,000 80v,000 53,000
Taly.oennen verereresessss 200,000 450,000 100,000
Groat Britain..... ceererrennane 150,000 400,000 200,000

It will bo soen that the total strength of the regularly trained
soldicts of Euvope auounts to nearly 6,000,000 ; or having re-
gard to the fact that the whole adult population of the nations of
Europe, oxcept Great Britain, is liablo to be called to take arms,
the total military forco may bo cstimated at from six millions to
ton millions. 'Tho lossor number equals tho whole of the adult
and efficiont population of the British Islands. It is hero poinied
out that if only one-half of tho present excessive armies of Kurope
were disbanded at lcast three million men of from 20 to 35 years
would bo restored to productive lebor, and 500,000,000 dollars
of monoy saved from oppressivo taxation. Tho tract befuro us
contains a tablo enumerating the wars between 1853 and 1877

and the loss of life they occasioned. There wero killed in battle '

or &;- 4 of wounds and disease, 750,000 mon in the Crimean war,
45,00 in the Italian war of 1859, 3,000 in the war of Schleswig-
Holstein, 800,000 in the Americen civil war, 45,000 in tho
Prussian war of 1866, 150,000 on tho French sido and 60,000 on
tho Gorman in t.ho Franco-German war of 1870-71, which, with
other and smailer affairs, brings tho total slain to 1,248,000 dur-
ing twenty-five yoars. These wars aro not less costly in monoy
than thoy ere in lives, as the following figures will show : Crimean
war, $1,7€0,000,000 ; Italian war of 1839, $300,000,000; Awmer-
ican civil war, the North, £4,700,000,000; the South, $2,000,-
000,000 ; Schleswig-Holatein war, £33,000,000; Austrian and
Prussian wer, 1866, $330,000,000; Franco-Prussiun war,
£2,500,000,000 ; other wars, cxpeuditures, ete., $200,000,000,
making a total of twelve billion sixty-five million dollas. This
calculation excludes tho allicd expedition against China, the In-
dian mutiny, aud the Abyssinian and Ashantes campaigns.  These
itews may bo included in tha general cxpendituro of Great Brit-
2in upon war, debt, and warlike propacations since 1831, which
amounts to the largo sum of $6,528,163,958. It is estimated that
tho cnormons sum given in tho foreguing table would, if divided,
allow about 210 for every inan, womsn, and child on the habiteble
globe. Jt would mako two reilways round the world, at the rate
of 250,000 & mile. It would provide a frochold farm of 100
acres in this country to each of the 50,000,000 of adult males in
Europe. Let our rulers count tho cost of their disturbances with
thoso of the ruled and noto tho difforonces, and their judgment.
will bo seasoned with merey. * W. B. C.

-

CHRISTIAN ASSUMPTION.

Wo will not, at present, discuss the utility or tho justico of
sumptuary laws generally, but as Liberals we earncstly protest
aguinst tho spirit which tho Christian supporters of the Duukin
act havo shown in their advocacy of that messurc in Toronto and
clsowhere. That same spirit, to gain posscssion of a mythical
tomb, urged millions to moot doath on tho plains of Palesting, tho
samo spirit actuated the Spanish inquisitors in their fiendish work,
Paritan ivloleranco was imbued with it, the churches aro ram-
pant with it to-day. Ministers of various cherches combine, and in
apito of tho opinions of well-known political cconomists and emi-

uent socivlogints, arregantly decide that a cerlain Jaw will benefit

tho poople, will ropross an ovil, and forthwith thoy command thuir
vorvile foiiowers to support it

They arrogato to themsolves all the knowledge, all tho honesty,
all the virtue, all tho gocdness in the community, and effect to
boliovo that only the “rowdy element ” of the people are opposed
to thom. Verily the # Judges in Jsrael ' Co not lack egotisr.

The Rev. Mr. Potts, at one of tho late “ Danhin meetings,”
said: * We aro right, and God is on our sido, thercfora we will
surcly triumph i+ this contest.” ‘I'ho defoat of thet measuro has
put that reverond gentleman into a rathor uncomfortablo porition.
Eithor God was 1ot on their side or the “Spirit of Evil” and the
tavorn-keopers have proved thomselves too strong for God and the
churches. Would it not have beon well for that gentleman to
bavo first demonstrated the e-'stence of such a being as God?
Had he mado tho attempt we would probably lave been spared
tho infliction of such ussumptions, The result of the contest in
Toronto has shown that oven in this stronghold of orthodox super-
stition the influenco of tho churches is perceptibly waning.

Ww. J. R H.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Want of spaco compels us to hold over for a fulwre mumber
wvoral very oxcellent papers.  One especially good, from the pen
of tho well known thinker and ablo writer, W. B. Cooke, on
“ Heat as a B1ode of Motion,” will appearin our next issue.

Will our friend J. G. W. Martin kindly act as our agent in
nrocuring subscribers for the Jourwat. rotaining usus. comnis-
sion ard remitting us balance? Our frionds will also pleaso nate
that wo will bo cesponsible for money paid Mr Martin on our
account,

Wo beg to call tho attention of our readors to cataloguo of Lib-
cral and Scientific works on our last page. Mr. Piddington is, wo
beliove, the only booksoller in Canada who is prepared to supply
a full assortment of such books, and our fricnds should send their
orders to bim instead of to New York or Boston. Any book pro
curablo in the Unitod States or Great Britoin, which ko may not
have in stock, will be supplied by bim at short notice and it pub-
lishers’ prices.

We roproduco from that carnest and ablo papor, the Boston
Index, of July 12, a translction from Ernost Renan's ¢ Dialogues
ct Fragments Philosophigues,” by J. L. Goddard. Wo beliovo
tho work has nover been translated into English. Anent tho sub-
ject of prayer, wo in Toronto have boen amused by tho result of a
test caso. Not only in most of the chunrches bas prayor boon
offercd for the succoss of tho Dunkin act, but some persons with
apparently moro faith in prayer than in work met cvery day dur-
ing the contest and prayed unveasingly from ton o'clock till five
in the ovening, tho burden of their prayer being: O Lord,
send us & majority.” Not result, 1,116 against the act.

A very largo and successful meeting of Freethinkers was held at
Wolcott Grove, Now York, on tho 17th, 15th, and 19th of lest
month. The mocting was addressed by soveral able gpeakers of
both sexes. Want of spaco provents us giving a longthoned ac-
count of tho menting, but wo tako this occaston to congratulate our
fiicnds actoss tho lake, and heartily welcome tho * Froethinkers'



