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«Ir I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.”—Psalm 137, 4-5.

NFW YFAR SDRMON

DEUT. V. 3RD, LAST CLAUSE,—** WHO ARF.
ALL OF US HERLZ ALIVE THIS DAY."

YREACHED BY THE REV. A. J. MACKICHAN.

It is highly proper at all times, but
there are seasons when it is more parti-
cularly appropriate tor us, to take a re-
trospect of our past history of God's
dealinas  with us. The mariner fre-
quently caleulates what progress he iz
making by consulting his log book. The
merchant often examines into the state
of his business in the course of the year.
But he does so more particularly at the
end. when he balances his books and
takes in his stock.  And how proper is
it that the christian should annually re-
view his heart and conduet. and endeav-
our to ascevtain how tmueh he has been
doing, aud whether he has wade any
progrz=~ in hiz journcy towards heaven,
It is true he onglit to do this stany time,
and frequently. But surely there is no
season more titting for such a purpose
than when we are passing away from one
vear and entering upon another.  The

anoual revolution of the seasons cinphat-
ieally reminds us of the rapid flight of
tine and that our journey .r life is fast
bast-ning to a close, and that our day of
grace is speedlly passing away. And

surely this stern fact ought to make us
think and enquire most seriously whether
our growili in holiness bears any proper
proportion to the progress we are mak-
ing through life.  We have now passed
over another of the greatest stages of
life.  For since we last met together in
this plicc, one year has paszsed away
and we have entered upon another,
which also in itz turn will soon be num-
bered with the things that were, and he
sueceeded by another and another. And
we know that when a few more short
vears are conie and fled, we also ~hould
have gone the way that knows no re-
turning.  As yet however all present
can say in the words of onr text —* who
are all of us here alive this day.”  And
would that with a grateful heart and in
a proper spirit, we could all echo the
langnage of Joshua,—*For the Lord
cur God, He it is that preserved  us
in all the way wherein we wont.”  In
further addressing you we  propose to
make some reflections suggeated by the
word: of our text, and in connection
with the sea-on on which we have en-
tered.  And may God hinself dircet us
and bless our meditation, that they may
be the means of promoting our :piritual
improvement and growth in grace.

I. Al of us who are here assembled
this day. kave been preserved alive by the

yoodness of the Lord.



