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for a slave:', and it ivas a long time bofore we eould ope co :ncation with
them. As we drew near the shore they ran to the bush. IVe concluded that
,%e had imistaken the place, and were about to leave and scareli for our Mtends
further alongr thc coast. At last Biantuur, a potty chief wlio bad been seine
timie on Atieiteuin, caine ivithin spcaking reach, aind 1 no sooner called out th
Ii:::i in his languago than lie made a rush to the boat, and wis soon in lber.
The boat cotil<1 not land, as thero wvas a heavy surf, sQ 1 left bier and watbed
ashore. M firiend Biantuur orclered the people to sit down lest they should
inolcst nie; but thc order was revoked at rny urgent request, a::d J soon had a
crowd arouind me. IMen, wvonen, and chlldren scemod glad to sec me, and 1
distrihuted sonie presenitsttuonig thei. I was introduced to the bigliest ébief,
wilio is quite a young inan. J-e l:aq hitherto opposed the setticinent of Christian
teacersi-, andi tI:is is the firszt in:stance in wl::eh hoe bas been visible durin- a
rnissionary visit. Hec seemcd friendly, and ivbon I was loaving lie aceomparned
)ne to the boat, thougfi the wvater was four or fivo foot deep. 1I shall not boon
lbrget Biant:ur's kindness; t me. Ail the time 1 was on shore lio reniai::ed by
my side, and i s arin wvas alnîost constantly aroun(1 me. He wws-mucl: troubled
because %ve %vouldl fot rinain until tbey coulti cook food for us, but the Sun
wvas down, aud the vessel was dIrifting, ont from the land, so I was obligeti to
leave. I ivas inueli pleascd -%vith my> bni visit to this fertile and lovoly island;
but this pleasuro was marreti by the thouglht that the people arc stili livingv in
the unbroken darkness of beathcnisrn, and Donc amiong thein to tell theinof a
Saviour, andi warn theni to fiee from the wrath to corne.

TONOA, AWOS, BUNINGA, TONGARIICI, VALEA.

Oclober 26th.-At daybreak tbis nlorninct we wvere close into a cluster of
sniall isiantis near thc centre of the New flebridcs group. Thcy present a
,qingular appearance, and seem to lio so niany fragments of a largerisland, Sepa-
rateti bv i5traits of water, varving in width from one to twvo miles. We
bove to near Tongoa, thc largest of these five isiands, but no natives seonicd
inclincti to corne off, so a boat was lowered and 1 went ashoro. The natives
here uinderstood the Faté language, so 1 lad no ditllculty, in communicating
wvith tbeii. They were at first tinuid, but eventually a largo nu:nber of mon,
wonien andi hildren gathcreti on thc shore. i enquired for thc chief, and an
elderly nman inained MaL-iseri was pointcd out to me. 1 invited him on board
the vessel, ns 1 sawv the importance of' this isianti as a contre of missionary
operations, and wislied to have somo leisurely conversation about it. Ho
declined at first Vo acccompany une, but the matter was eventually settled by
zomne of' thé boat's crew reiitaining on shore as bostages for bis safe return.
AfItcr stating, wl:o wc were, anti endeavouring to make the ehiof understand
fully the objeet of our visit, 1 asked if hoe vould be willing to receive Christian
teaâlers, andi proteet theni. His answver waq, "-It is .good; lot themn corne,
anti wc will treat thern well." 1 think the old man ivas well pleased with bis
visit on board, for lie was standing up in thc boat, before lie reaebed the land,
giv.ting an cloquent description of it to the natives on shiore. is address cor-
tiily mieii an impression, for several of the natives lay down their spears,
bows, and arrowvs, anci long handlcd batelets, aud approaclied us unarmed.
As the), ail appeareti so friençlly, thc wholc boat's cew weré allowed Vo landi,
anti a brisik tratie was carried on until it was tinie Vo leave. The natives sold
varions «articles of ~rown manufacture, for wbich they received rod cloth,
beads, antifish books. 1 met lucre a ebief fiom the iieigrhbouiring island of Awoe,
whoin I took on boardl with me, and landed on bis owNn islanti in the evening.
Thc natives asked me when the Day.çpritg would visit thern again, and said
they Nwould count the inoons until ber return. The oft repeateti stories of man
stealing met us here also. WVo wero tolti that two slavers lad carieti off a
large nunibor of natives, thc people kneNw fot wvhore. Thc1 said that tbey


