
77?V 77-7- 7M

390 CAN<ADA LAW JOUMiAL.

the beniga fa e of Sir Matthew Hale as lie completed bis Histery
of the Conunon Law which gave the highest legal. sanction to the
blood-bought rights of Englishinen.

We sec a perioti of brief but violent reaction darkened by the
cruel features of the bloody Jefferys, the unspeakable Scroggs andi
the pliant Wright, followed swiftly by the abdication of James IL.
and the Pettiement of the throne upon a f ree andi las4fing basis.
WVe see the consumrnation of the independence of the judiciary,
cleansing the purlieus9 of the law and invigorating the bench with a
spirit whieh no King eould.

We met. a long an([ triuniphnit march of progress, the abolition
of the slave tracte, the reform andi extension of the suffrage, the
pinrclipotion of Catholies and Jeve, the rearrangemeiit of the
Courts, the irnproveirent~ of admini8trative justice, the correction
of Chancery abuses, the arnelioration of the crjiniinal law, the
evolution of the Cabinet systein, the remponsibility of Ministries to

* the Houee of Cominons, the shrinking of theC power of the Lords,
the protection of 1labour, of the, poor and the aged. We sec the
expansion of the British Empire, following the eharts of commnerce,
andi encirdhing the globe with its Inorning druni-beat, the toc-,in of
equai rights before the law to dusky millions long ensuaved. In
this rapid perspective of fiftûen centuries we bee the noble andi
expressive fetitures of the British Constitution towering like inoun-
tain peaks andi ranging themselves so as to foru,. the vertebrae
anld ribs of a pelitical faith, tfhe creed of a f ree race, the mnodel of
institutional f reedoin adopteti by progressive peoples everywhere,
f romn the Airgentine, to Japan.

And now, turning our eyes to this Bide of the Atlantic, we beholti
a spectacle btith ruarvellous and incpiring. We see American
civilization starting with the advàtntage of bcirig a thousand yeurs
youngcr, inheriting the character andi principles of a glorioum past,
buildfing upon the 'rock of experience, but, f ree,, 1f roni the fetters of
restrictive habits andi ancient pr,3jtudices, improving the boundless
opportunities of a virgin continent to shape andi solve the problemns
ce self-government. We see the planting of thirfeen colonies, each

one of thein a nursery of citizenship, preordained to grow into a

mighty nation under a %written Constitution madle by the people ini


