
THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

laiu, His ordinances and His laws, to
wluose protection and blessing wve owe ail
our prosperity. Our united church during
the past quarter of a century lias grown
with rapid strides to a position of great
influence in the country. We desire by this
offering to pledge anew our loyalty to Hiu,
to wbom wo owe it ail. Therefore, the
church asks every man, and woman, and
child, within lier borders, to take part in
this great Christian and patriotie work.

(2) Another reason and a very practical
one is, that the church. requires th.is moSuey
to meet the dlaims of this growing Lime
in our country. God has called us to do a
great work ia this land. We have beon try-
ing to do it. But wo need more money and
wo need it now. We need it to carry the
Gospel into ail parts of the Dominion. Our
population will probably double itsoîf in the
next decade, and upon our churcli rosts ia
part the responsibilîty as to whethor that
great population will ho leavened by Chris-
tianity. Wo neod it also for our colloges in
order to have an adequafe supply of minlis-
ters. Wo need it for our benevolent funds,
for our agod ministers, and for our widovs'
and orphans' fund. And -we sbould bo
tliankfol that it is needed.

(3) Another roason why it is asked is be-
cause it is the duty of the Church to pro-
vide it. It is not a maLter of sentiment
only, but a matter of duty. If it is not
provided our cause must suifer. We will not
be able to take advantage 0f the opportun-
ity God is everywhore setting bofore us.
Our church wvill be much crippled. We wvill
faîl bohiind ia the work required 0f us. This
the church sbould not allow. God is calling
us to go forward and we should obov His
caîl. Lot everyone then corne to thé help
of the Lord in this crisis.

(4) Another reason why it is asked by tho
church is, becauso our people are abundantly
able to provi de it. We do not contribute up
to our ability, large as our givings may
seeni to be. Confident in the church's ability
the Assembly informs us 0f what is required
and wo rojoice that the church is s0 cheer-
fully rosponding.

AIl should bear la mind that what is givon
to the Century Fund is over and above our
regular contributions to the Schemes of the
Church.

The Second Point.

How much should 1 contribute to the Coin-
mon Fond and liow much to the -local dobt
Fond.

This is a question which each of us must
answor for hinisoîf. Ia the Century Fond
there are two parts. There 18 first whiat is
called the Common Fond, for which S600,-
000 00 is dosired. This monoy is required
for the missionary, educational, and benevo-
lent work. of the Cliurch. To this iL is de-
sircd overyone should. contribute. If we do

not get thîs money the object of tlue Twen-
tietu Cenitury Funid wvill flot be gainied. This
part or the Fund is that wvhicli is most
needed by the Clitirel. Every loyal friend
of the Church. sliould contribute as largely
as possible to this Conimon Fund. It should
xuot be iieglected in order to do more for
our own couigregatiouial neecls.

Th71e second part of the Fund for whicli it
is lioped $400,000.00 will be raised, is for
the wviping out of local debts. It is lioped
that 60 per cent. of that wvhicu is raised in
our congregations, wvitli debts of their own,
will go to the Comnion Puid, and 40 per
cent. to tlue local debt. This Century Fund
is payable by May, 1901, in such instal-
ments as suit th'e cuntributor.

Reniember this is a spécial and extraor-
dinary Fund. It is oiiîy this once a contri-
bution is asked for this Coramon Fund.
Othier years remain in which to wipe out
the local debts. This is to be donc iiotv.
Therefore this occasion should not be used
for the wiping out of the local debts to
the injury of the Coinmon Fund. Such is
the appeal tlîat is niade to us. We are as-
sured our niembers will not be behind those
of other churches la tlieir liberality; but
wvill be iii tle f ront, as they should be.

The Third Point.

The thlr..d point is an important one.
Namely: Wluat connection lias iny contribu-
tion to this Fond wvitlî my religious life?
It is desired by the Church that we shohld
flot only contribute with intelligence, but
fromn riglit motives. WVe are asked to help
in this work as those who are in sympathy
with the Churcli of Christ. In this raove-
ment God sets before us our opportunity of
advancing I-is cause. IL is a test of our
faith. It is an endorsement of our prayers.
Tlus to consecrate our substance to God is
a condition of our enjoying a continuance of

iLs blessing.
With this gif t let our prayers go up to

God, for a revival of I-is work in our o -bvn
lives, and in our families and congregations,
so that the heginning 0f the twventieth cen-
tury ivili mark a great spiritual awakening
and a mighty forward movement in ail
good works. If our faith is real and living,
we cannot stand aloof from this great effort
the Church is making.

Let it be a cail to us to consider anew
our respoisibilities, and pray for that will-
ing heart which makes our offerings ac-
ceptable to Hlm. That we acted generous-
ly, that we did our part as we ouight to
do, that we stood by the cause of our Lord
in this day of effort, wvil1 assure us anew
0f the reality of our faith. This will ho an
exhibition of the meaning and the spirit
which we put into our prayers. So proz-
sontedl, this sacrifice of thanksgiving wilI
bring down upon us and upon the whole
Chorclh an' abondant blessing.-Com.


