
ecasily answvered. It seerns to me that the advcnt of the people of
Europe on this continent is alrnost a coniplete paraliel to that of the
sparrows. When thiey firat camne to this country they were heartily
%welconied by the then occupiers of the land, bat it was not long hefore,

th aa ice reed and cruelty of' the strangers caused theni to change

their nuinds, and the word wvent forth arnong the dusky nations that the
white man nmust go. Vie ail kilow where he is nowv to be fouind, but
where is the red nman 'i So it mnay be wvith the spa«rrow. It c-atie, or
rather wvas brouglit, as the wvelcoine aily of the husbandnian. It bas
outlived the wvelcone, 'but it is stl here in ever increasingy numbers,
and, like its lininan prototype, it bias probably corne to stay.

One of England's greatest nmen in the 'vorld of science, but recently
deceased, makes the staternent that tlie powver of adaptation to sur-
rouindingas, means the survival and extension of both plants and animais
so conditioned. he proofs of die trnth of this statement are abundantly
nanifest, and peîlîaps no more striking instance caîi ho given. thi the
rapid increaise and spread of the flouse Sparrow in this country. [t
apj>ears to be possessed of' the i)lvwr of accornmocating itself to clirnatic
conditions in a higher degree tlîan rnost of our native birls, and the
varied range of food on whicli it can subsist and thrive fits it in an

eminenit degree to, becorne a citizen of the world.
The sparrow, in providing foi- the rearing of its younc, takes great

precautions in the w.. of sectiringt dry and warrn quarters for them;
from. the care exercisa1 in this respect thiere are reasons for believing
that an unusually large proportion of tlieir eggys produce yonng. It
may also accounit in sone manner for their great fecundity. The drain
on the systein incident to rnaternity being reduccd to a minimum on
accouint of' their nests being, always thickly Iined with feathers and non-
conducting materials, so that the time requireà to keep the eggs
conxitantIy warni during the period. of in~cubation, mnust be shorter than
it would 4e when the construction of the nest wvas ýf a different charac-
ter. The fact that sparrows have from. three to six broods in a season,
varying frorn five to seven in each brood, while very few of our native
birds have more than two broods, varying, frorn four to seven ini each,
would. Contirm the belief that the drain ou the vitality of the mother
sparrow is less than it is with many of our native birds. Another


