
9. Ares, south-east of Athabasca Lake, 35,000 square miles. This
again may lie coinpared in extent to Portugal.

10. Area east of the Coppermine River and west of *Bathur8t
Inlet, 7,500 square miles. This again ay be conipared te haif the
area of Switzerland.

Il. Area between the Arctic coast an(l Back's River, 31,000ý
square miles or about cqual to Irelaîid.

12. Area surrounded by l3ack's River, Great Slave Lake, Atha-
basca Lake, I-atcliet and .Reiiîdeer lakes, Churchll River, and the,
west coast of Hudson Bay, 178,000 square miles. Muchi larg-,er tjan,
Great Britain and Irelaiid, and somiewhat larger than Sweden. Tiie
lakes and rivers shiown iii this great region depenci exîtirely on the
resuit of the thiree journeys made, by Elearne iii l769-l'à72.* Hearne
really wandered through parts of this region iii cemipany with Ludialns.
whionî lio vas unable to control, bis ultininte object (wihlie at lengrtî
accomplisbed) being te icacli the Coppé-rminp River, ini order te ascertain
for the Hudson B3ay Company, wlhether it wvas possible te utilize the
native copper' found there. Net even rouiglly appreximate accuracy
can be assigned te bis geographical 'vorlc. Referring te the
position of the niouth of thie Coppermine, lie wvritea :"1Thie latitude
inay ho depended upon to within 20 miles at the utiiost.'2* In reality
it afterwards preved te be 200 miles tee far' north. This country
includes thec, reat "barreno grounds " of the continent, and is the prin
cipal winter resort of thîe musk ex as well as of gyreat lierds cf caribou.
Hlearne's gen-iral eharacterization of it ig net very eneouraging, bu t
certainly wve shahl knowv more about it. Hie writes :-" The !and
througyliout the wvhole track cf country is scarcely anything but one
solid mass of rocks and stones, and in most p)arts very hilly, particularly
te the westward, ameng tie 'veods." The extreme north-eastern
extreniity of tlîis, region wvas aise crossedl by Lieut. Scliwatka iii the
course cf his remarkable jeurney te Kin, Wihliain Land, but bis.
geographical. resuits possess littie value, t

*A Journey fromn Prince of Wales Fort, in Hudson Bay, te the Northern
Ocean, 1796.
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