
and after going almost to the waist more than once in a hole
a.mong the bushes of bog-myrtle, Labrador Tea and other shrubs
we drew back a littie from, the lake and entered a narrow fringe
of cedars at whose outer edge cropped out the rock that formns
the foundation of the raised plateau mentioned before. I was
just in the act of exclaiming about the similarity of this beit of
cedars to the Newtonville cedar wood, when my pupil shouted to
me to corne and look at a strange plant he had found. Drooping,
faded and vellow, it was the saine B. simplex as I had found at
Newtonville! We agreed to go different ways in search of more
specimnens along this fringe of cedars onlv a few yards wide; both
of us were successful in finding more plants over a distance of
200 vards or n-cre. More than 100 miles east of the first sý.at ion,
inl cGTditi(;ls ethervise alrnost iden. ical. the appearance of the
plants differed noý at al: the sterile r-.ari having a long-stalk.
3 or 4 pair of sessile. simple and entire cuneate lobes. and ending
in a single similar but notched lobe.

0f course. these smaller Crape Ferns are a ver%- variable
genus. andl for a long iime confusion e:<iistedl betwcen szrnplcx,
raflosufli and la "cc<4a.'uni. Some botanists have vielded io 'lie
ten'ptrtion of li ulii)ving species bv the separation of varieies.
while others have nullitied soun<l distinc: icýns 1 v (ontusinzg
voung irrrrature p1lani s of (ansu for in tance) wihfull-
grown plants cfsiJplv Fiom dieir hiabîVa, 1 have corne to
the conclusion tliat these planis of mine arc ihe samne as thcse
described liV- A. A. Ewon as B. icirchro.%',. and 1 was therefo. e
greatly interested to find. on looking at the new edition of Gray
Ieilc!'rosu,,zi treatcd as a variant form of sirnplev ani not riiit-
osumn. Manv qualities relied on for final identification. such as the

vernation or rnanner of folding in the hud, the xvenation or fonn
in which the veins spread. are doubtless of secondarv importancei
but the long sitalk of the sterile leaf and the shape of its lobes are
possibly more essential characters, and there is another point on
which 1 have assured myself: the point relied on bv the late
D. C. Eaton. author of Ferhs of North America; 1 mean the size
of the spores.

I got by exchange a few plants of the normal B. simiplex
(2 - 4 inches high), and I have looked microscopically at the
spores of B. simplex, B. rato-sum and my strange plant: -throutlîI
a lens of 1 inch objective. the spores of my plant and the spores
of B. simp!ex are both larger than the spores of B. rarnosuin;
through a lens of J inch objective there is no difference tc> be
detected in the size of spores of the two former plants, but the
spores of hoth are (apparently) as large again as those of
B. ramosum.
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