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hommes de distinction en' dépit dii système, c'est ce que
nous ne prétendons pas~ nier, mais là s'arrête ce raisonne-
ment. Quiconque ouvre le livre de Lord Campbell,
" Tie li/e of iho Cliancellors, " y voit que la plupart de ces
honmnes distingués doivent en grande partie l'acquisition de
leurs connaissances et leur avancement, à un système de
lectures, d'associations et d'exercices qui existaient alors,
époque. d'illustration qui n'à duré qu'autant que le système
d'où elle originait. L'on verra dans le troisième rapport de
sir Edward Coke, quelle était la pratique de son temps. (1).

Il faut avouer avec regret que, sous le rapport du talent et
des connaissances, le barreau Irlandais est beaucoup déchu
de son ancienne splendeur. Interrogez les plus anciens -de
la profession, et ils vous diront, à part leurs préjugés du
temps passé, ce qui n'est que trop vrai, combien les prati-

(1.) Now for the degrces of law, as there hc in the Universities of Camnbridge
aa Ôxford divers degrees, as géeneral sophisters, ba 'chelors, mastcra, doctors,-
of vhoas be chose» for emineat and judicial places, bath in the church and the
ecclesiastical courts ; so in the profession of Iaiv there arc rnost men, which are
those that argue readers cases i» causes of charscery, bath ini tersas a.nd grand
vacations. 0f saost sao» ater eight years' study, or thereabouts, are chose»
Utter barristera of thesa ame ehosen reriders in 1 ns QV Chancery ; of utter
barristers, ater they have been tivelve years of that dcgree at lest are chosen
beachers or aiicicats, of which one that i.s of the pusine sort reads ycarly, i»
aiummer vacation, and is called a single reader, and anc of the ancients, that had
forsnerly read, rends ini Lent vacation, and is called, a dcuble reader; and com-
mnoaly it is between his first and second readings about nine or te» years ; and
-out of those the king makes choice of his attorney and Sollicitor-general, &c. ;
and of those readers are sergeants elected by the king ; and out of these the
king electeth one, two, or three, as please him, ta -be bis sergeants, which are
called ihe king's sergeants, of scrgeants are also constituted by the king the hono-
rable and reverend sages andjudges of the law.

IlEach of the houses ai court consiste; of readers, above twenty ; of utter barristers
above thrice sô many ; o? young gentlemen about the nusaber o? eight or nine
score who there spend their tinme in the study of the law, and iii commendable
exercises fit for gentlemen, the judgcs af thle law, and sergeants being commenly
above the uumbcr ai twenty, are equally dîstinguished into the bi&her and more
,esinent houses, callcd sergeant's Inn. AUl these are not far distant froirs each
other, altogether do mire the most famous univer3ity ln profession of the iljrw
enly, or for any anet hat science is in thse world ; in whlch bouses ai court and
chancery, thse readings and other exercices of the laws therein continually'usea
arc inoat excellent and behoofful for attaining to tIse knowlcdge o? these la#*O' -


