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“Times that gave birth to John Doe
and Richard Boe. There are even
1u our days many worthy peopie who
awill tell you iu the most solemn style
of moralization that f‘ihe men of tlhc
ent day have no fixed principles
monor )l'ikc our anccs!‘;n—that
politics bave degencrated into scitish-
.-ness and snobocracy—that true re-
ligion bas either altogcther fled the
‘¢arth, or is so wach mixed up with
-error as to be no lonzer the Simon
Pure articlo that prompted the burn-
ang of the Lollards aud the witches of
New England—that, in short, public
wirtue hasalmost wholly left the carth.
.At what precise period this calamity
__passed upon mankind the worshippers
“"iof .antiquity are not quite agreed.
.Some say that the decay of public
virtue was contemporaneous with the
decline of classical literature,—others
make it exist about the time the last
-of the Apostles suffered martyrdom.
Some assert its departure at the rise
-of the Reformation,—others trace its
Jast flicker aboat the time of the
.death of Georye 111, or the passing of
" .4he Catholic Emancipation Act.  Be
precise period when it may. to
-them it is palpable and notorious that
* the present is a most degenerate ir-
religious aze—that the world is not
somehow ‘as good as it used to be,
and that the people who inbabit it are
-pigmies, intellectually and physicaily,
-with little honor, honesty or god-
“mess.
The vaunted wisdom apd perfec-
stions of our ancestors will be found
.Tgoore imaginary than real by any one
who takes the pains toinquire where-
"~ guperior wisdom counsisted.
ticular period were man-
wy, more comfortable
he present? When
~blst period valled
whegin and end?
of ‘that undetined
xiod better Chris-
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tians than their derencrate descen-
Ata time when
religion, or rather scholastic theolooy
farmed the prinvipal, almost the only
subject of study or of thouaht, and
when  all intellectual cnersy was
exerted in speculation on that one
topic, we might naturally expect to
find people devout. We are told that
the time was when a kaizht, when-
ever present at mass, held the point
of his sword before hitn, while the
Gospel was read, to signify his readi-
ness to support it.  But this warlike
dovotion led to more lamentable
consequences, inasmuchas it led the
devotee to look upon deviation from
orthodoxy 1s a thing not 1o be toler-
ated. le first stizmatized Doubt by
the odious name of /eresy, and them
punisbed it as a cnme.  In our day,
when  every civilized wan allows
everyother man topursue his thouglits
on religious and profane subjects to
any extent of speculation, we can
eearcely appreciate the blessing of -
such liberty, and are apt to forget
the horrors of the stricter orthodosy
of our forefathers. Further arcument
on this subject may be avoided by
1eferring to one horrible writ devised
by the wisdom and enforced by the
piety of our ancestors : so common as
to be one of the legal forms given in
elementary Books of Practice, and so
long and lately cherished by our wise
forefuthers that a Protostant Sover-
eizn repeatedly executed it, deliber-
ately and literally, against harmless
and obscure Daptists.  Beinz now
rarely printed, and oot well known
to the beterodox of our degenerate
day, it wul not, perhaps, be amiss to
submit it for their perusal, in the hope
that it may excite an awful reverence
for the ares when Sherils enforced
virtue and godiiness through the land
by its grim authority :

“The Qoeen, &c., to the Mayor and
Sheritfs ot London, greeting:



