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CONVENT OF MAR SABIA.

The Lord's Land.* mental lampe, and covered with pictures, sacred
- blannern, and tlreek inscriptions. The founder

HilOuil. .JOl.T, MABD f the Couvet wua a native of Cappadocia, a
man of grent sanctity, who came to this spot of

VI. wild, welrd grandeur-so, perfectly adapted ta

THs ride ftrain .erusalem to Mar Saba is over ment about A. D. 48:1, drew around him thon-

hill and date, and through wild and larron sands of followers, and lived and ruled within

scenery. The dominion of sterility and welrd these walls for hall a century. Hiers sn a chapel

desolatlon in complete and undisputoitd lonely in which are showu the skulls and hone of

mountains and dark ravines, rougi bleak spure thou.ands of the monks of thiu order, who were

of rocks, sharp ridgeas, and awful chan, with &lain by the I'ersian hordes. A ghastly array

now snd then a glimpte of the 1>ead Sea, with of akeistons are thes houes of tourteen thousand

the purple cliis o! the Moab mountains Iooming mry. The seveutr mouli now hors stem

up in the distant lacgnes d D fe * b ii 'oIy gond fellows,' but they muet have a

houes' ride f rom Bethloeei, the Couvent of louely time of it, burros isg in their holes, neyer

Mar Satia lu reached. This conveut stands ou catig meat, ami suhjecting theraselves tu the

the west side of a deep gorge of the Kedron, severestausterities. No womansallowed ever

wbome 1rciitous rock Wells ries buudredu of tu enter the couvent. No tomate bas ever seu

fest in heigt, and the mouastery ia one o! the the ieide of these walls. Mis" Martineau laye:

weirdeut. mont curions structures oue was ever "The mouks are ton bol y ta ho bospitable."

lu. This loity and extraordinary pile rises in But tbey have an outaide building construeted

terracea, ou th aides of the precipice, wbiob for special emergeucles, and wbeu ther e laa

here takes thse formi of au amphitheatre, and, woman, lu the party wlslsisg ta speud the uight

&aid the howilderlng labyrinthe of caves aud iu thse couvent, the, pour ceature, in forced ta

celle, wiudiug alair., corridors, naturel cavities mouut a, hi g b der juta an uppe ldw

sud oouotructed cbamhere, you cau scarcely tell wbeu the ladder la taken away, and she la soecor@

wbich i rock and wbich ia dweliing. There in aud secured for the ulgbt.

sncb a getting up and down %tairn, sucb a wiud. P.ealg ont nf the pouderoos gas of ahe

luW tbrougb labsyrinthe aud chapels, sud tlsrougb couvent, we raontaid osir horesud rode a mile

cela and banging oartlens-in une of wblcb a or two &long the Valey of tbs Kedron, tu our

solitary palmn treu is obowu that was plantedl by camping-place, Ita deep and rocky @fides are

8t. Saba,, lu thse fourtb century, and te now burrwid wlth hoies and caveroe, once filUsd

srlyI on. thousand five buudred Baes nid.1 wlth heamche, who were wout tu, retire from the

We irit make a descent hy vague and wild pas-' world toi fuat sud pray lu imitation o! Christ.

sages and ataîr., dowu this couvenit coatis, Into i No cholcer spot for moukin and hermîts could be

a qoeer open court, in front of the cburcb. Theimale haonhe stpeudous eliffs of

churcb, alter the Byzantine order, in muet splen. tht. d th es o rge ud hese ondn

dld-hlazng wlth gold and silver, sd orna. ca. Ds-OW tu e ome o! owls and bats-weoe

Abrdgo irs, be outSgdlios~ ~ ~ once alive with auchorites, who sought ta, scar
Abioesd m thrie. P r Mtio. oftéAuh the pollutions sud degradationi ol the wor i

5.~Pries *1.0. Thio bocks dould b. îf. Qa ground luom an àRit of cocluslon and povarty,
afseli limmami. simplility sud plety.
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