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work she was found to be incompetent,
ucable tu performn wbat vrais required. It
was useless, therefore, to tbink of engaging
ber. Obedionco and competence: every
one who desires a servant will seek these.

In the Golden Test for to-day we hoar
how the Lord himself'sought a servant te do
bis wilI. For the words I b ave lound
David my servant,» imply a previous search.
It la flot tbe language of one wbo bas stumn-
bled unexpectedly upon scmetbing, but of
one wbhas boen eamestly and carefully
seeking for it. Wby is tbis human image
used by H im te wbom ail things are known,
and fromn wbons nothing is hid? Because it is
one we can understand. It appeals te tbe
exporience and te tbe sympathies of even the
ycungest. Who bas flot, at some tinie or
other, eamnestly sought for a desired ob«ct ?
And who bas flot rejoiced wben such an
object is found ? But why the search, and
wby tbe rejoicing? Because the thing as
desired, cared for-cared for so mucb as te
be wortb an unlimited amount of time and
pains spent in the seeking. When we are
told, tberefore, tbat the Lord sougbt and
found a tbing or a person we get some faint
glimsnering of bow much boe cared for them.

And wby did the Lord tbus desire te find
a man who sbould hoe bis servant? Most of
us seok servants te minister te or daily
needs. God requires notbing cf tbis kind.
Moreever, hie has tens cf thousands cf angels
te do bis bidding. His thus earnestly aeek-
ing a servant among men musi have been
for mac's salie. And se we find it. God
sought a servant te hoe captain and shepherd
over bis peopie Israel. Chap. 13. 14; 2
Sans. 5. 2.

For sucb a post two tbings were roquired,
the saine that we bave ncticed above. The
servant must hoe (i) chedient, and (2) cons.
petent.

Saul had heen tried, but hie failed in the
first respect. He might ho called, as we
bave said hofore, the king after man's own
heart. And man's heart la hy nature rebel-
lieus ; Ilit is flot subject te the Law of God,
ceither indeed cae ho." Rom. 8. 7. We
saw last trne tbat 5aI badl rejected thse
word cf the Lord. Now thse Lord bad
found a mani after bis cmi Iseart (chap. 13
14; Acte 13. 22), who weuld de bis wil,
wbetber in fiseding sbeep or in ruling a
nation.

1 suppose it weaald have amnazed the eiders
et Bethalehem if Samuel badl told tbemn
wbom bie sought in tbat place. The yeung
son of Jesse, the lesait of thse famly, wms
net counted cf any importance in tbeir
eyes. Even bis cwn fmtbes badl net îhcugbt
it necessary te cail David te tbe sacrifice.
Nor even when Sansuel's searcb was bafil2d

did it occur te him tbat the youcgest could
hoe the chosen one. Gentie, meoli, and obe.
dient, as David assuredly was (for we find
bis exbibiting ail tbese qualities), Jesse badl
net remarked in thse bey any remarliable
talent or spirit-the episode of tbe lion and
tbe hoar hoing very IikeIy unknown te hlm.
But just such a one, who would seoli neither
bis own wiII cor leterest, but that of bis
divine Master, and who would depend, cci
on bis own strength, but wbolly cn tbe Lord,
wss tbe cce desired. IlThis is hoe."

But what of bis cempetence ? Tbe work
te wbicb be was called was a great and
sigbîy one. Cculd hie perforn it Thse
Lord saw te that. An eartbly master may
ficd an ohodient servant wbo la yot very
incompetent. But wbere God finds an oh.-
dient heart lho can endue tbe mac witb ail
the nocessary ahility.

"lArise and acoint hlm." IlAnd the Spi-
rit of the Lord came upon David from that
day forward." The anoinîing was a syshol
of spiritual endowment. And ic ibis case
it was cet a more symbel. Net hoing
clothed witb bis own strecgtb and bis own
wilI, David was ready te hoe clethcd with
power frons above. The dew cf heaven de-
scended upon thse ground that was waiîing
te recoivo i. Unlilce Saul, the ycutb on
wbose boad tbe anointing cil was poured
yieldcd himself up to the inifluence of thse
Spirit of Ged. This was bis competenco
for the work heore hlm.

David was a type cf a greater Servant
wbin jehevab seugbt and chose-the one
referred te in the words I b ave fcund a ran-
sons." Job 33.24. Thse tender love ef God
toward sackind made bis desirr, ibis Ser-
vant, whc sbeuld, as man, fulfil 01bis plit-
sure. In hlm was found perfect obodience.
PaL- 40. 8; John 4. 34; 6. 38 ; 8. 29. And
wbat was bis cospetonco for the work given
hlm te do? Net bis eternal power and
majesty, for tbese hoe bad laid aside, but the
ancinting cf the Holy Spirit. Is 42. 1;
Lulce 4. 111; Acis 10. 38.

And cow that the divine Servant bas
made tbe way, God la seeking ether ser-
vants, mec womoc, and cbildren, te do bis
will, cci tisa ie o nods their service, but
that, le bis love, hoe desires ht; tbat hoe
weuld have thes enjey the becour and

the blessing of hoing bis servants. And for
this ne rank, no wealtb, ce sh-al talent, ne
dignity efage is required. Tise pooresi, thse
w eet,can ohoy. A mac who bad beceme
rich by bis ewn exertiens wanted bis daugh.
ter taught music. The teacher tried the
girl, but in vain ; she could noi learn. Then
hoe went and said te the father : Il Iiil use-
less te try te teach ycur daughter to play;
she bas no capacity." ilThon," said tbe
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