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inflicted, or that the ingenuity of cruel men lias devised, Lail in conveying to
us anytliing like a full perception of what the Redeemer underwent, wvhen Be
agonized iu the garden. and bled on the cross. Whien it pleased tho Lord to
brise IIim, aud put Ejin to grief-whien Bis sweat %vas as it were great drops
of blood ialling tu the ground-when Ho exclaimed in tlio bitterness of 1lis
heart, "My soul is cxceeding sorrowvful, even unto death "-he was theil
bearîng the iniquities of Bis people. He wvas enduring the soifferings iwhicli
ouglit to have fallen upon them. The fire of God's w-ratli was buringr ini Bis
puro and spotless soul-and U burden wvas laid upon Humn whieh, had nie not
beeil possessed of onmnipotenice to bear it, wvould have entirely crushed and
overwvhelmied Hum by its weight.

Whien yoll consider this, you learn how expressive and significant, as applied
to the Redeeiner's sufferings, is the language of our text-" the travail uf Ris
sout." In the inward man wvas the agony felt-here Be endurcd ahl the
hidingts of Bis Father's countenance-the Divine love and presence wvere for
a ti.. e withdrawn. "NMy God, Ny God, why hast Tfhou forsaken me"

we may speak of our trials and alictions and tribulations-our agonies of
mind and pains of body, our varied calamities, and distresses in life. We
may at tinues, ihen the strokes of Divine chastisement are repeated and severe,
be apt to thinik that there neyer wvas sorrow like unto our sorrow. But howv
doth, it become us to be stili, and not to open our mouili, whien we remeînber
that ail the sufferin.gs which, it is possible for the wvhole huinan race to endure
on this earth were but as a drop in the waters of the ocean, wlien
contrasted with the fearful and tremendous griefs ivlih pierced the
heart of our Blessed Lord, as there were laid upon Hlmn the iniquities of us
ail. Surely the redenîption of the soul is precious. Surely there wvas a fixed
deterinination in the couneils of heaven that sinners shial be saved. Sure]y
it is the purpose of the Godhead that Jesuis Christ shail see BEis seed as the
travail of Bis soul, that lie shahl have a seed to serve .Him, while sun and
moon endure. And this leads us to remark

Il. That these sufferings were merely preparatory to a g]lory that shouId
follow. It wotild îîot have been consistent with the righteoiosness of the
Divine character to li.,ve iiuflicted thein witlîout a necessary cause-lt wouid
tiot have heen acco'rdant with the dictates of infinite wisdoin tolhave voluntarily
subuniticd to theiwitiota corresponiding desiguiii sudoing. What thatde-
sign wvas, the Seripttore hath plainly told us. Bis sufferings were neces.nary as
an atonement for sin. Christ niust needs suifer, that the honour of God's law
nâight be maiatained, that the righteousness of Bis goveranient miglit be
vii dicated, ivlilst niercy is extended to the guilty and condenrned. lic
wvillinghy poured ont Bis sotil unto death, that having brouglit in an ever-
lasting righteousness Be miglit secure the salvation of sinners of niankind in
conipliance with the terris of the everlasting covenant. Baving niade His
soul an ofering for sin-hiaving fultilled the engagemnents under wvhich, Be
camne, hiaving paid the price of Bis people's redeniption, and donc every-
thiiig for their complete salvation, there is amiple security provided for that
end ;the Father is well pleased for Bis righiteousness* sake-the Spirit is sent
forth to apply the Saviour's finishied work-He is coimmissionted in God's ow'n
way and tiiine to gather themn into the Churcli on earth, and finally to collect
themn around the thirone on higli, as the trophies of Ris matchless redeemling
love.

lience it is affirmed in the words of our text, " ]e shaUl sec of the travail of
Bis soul, and shaîl be satisfied." And, blessed be the namne of God, this pro-
mise lias iii no age, and at no timne, remained unaccoiplishied. No sooner
did the Apostles go forth, preaching a crucified Jesus and the resurrection
fromi the dead, thon we find the prediction beginning to bc fulfilled. They
who with inipious hands hiad nailed the Saviour to the cross, and taken part
in shedding His innocent blood, were amongst the first to bend beneath the
sceptre of Bis grace, and to experience the blessed fruits of the death. which
they hielped to infliot.


