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PER CIAPIT7A.

T IE Gcncrat Asscmibly lias unanimouslyTadoptcd a rcconîîncnclation of ils coin.
m ittcc app.ointcd ta consider thec qucstion of
systcmatic bcnievolecce, ta the cffect that a
table bc carelully prepared whiclî will shiot%
preciscly the amounit thiat cvery membcr of
the Church isl rcquircil to givc to cadi scbec
so as ta muet the prcscnt cxpenditurcs. Il is
not of course the intention ta est.iblebî* a law
-- like that of thec Medes andI Pcrsians-fromt
which therc wiil be no (leviation. Thcre will
alwa>'s bc instanccsý af persans, andI tlîcss iiot
nccssarily theipoor, who will flot corne up ta
the standard which iy bc narncd. Taklnig
.into accoutit the prolonged commercial dc-
pression froin which the Dominion is suifTr-
ing, there will bu inany who %viII fintI it ut-
terly impussible to incrcase tlicir subscrip-
tions. On the other hand, tlmcrc arc not a
few congregationi that arc distiniguished for
Iibcrality andI wliosc inieiibcrs as a rule will
contributu far tnote than thecir proportion.
If possible, sucli arc cncouragcd to increase
thcir subscriptions to the~ funids of our varionis
B3oards. Ati we arc certain, frorn past ex-
perictnce, tîmat ait appeal like ibis wvill niot bc
made in vain.

But there is cviduntly inuch to be gainied
by presenting the bencvokence of the Cimurcli
in a systeniatic fori. At the prescrit mlo-
ment, it i% lut v'try iiiimcl to chance whîat cadli
member will give. %Vhun, howcvur, il is put
down in black and white what every une is
cxpclcd to contribute, no aile cati auy longer
shcltcr lîlînself undcr the excuse that lic did
not kinow hîow muchi lic sluould set apart for
the work of thec Lord. The fact of tie aver-
&gc contribution ivili slar hM in the face, anîd
lie secs in a moment wvhcther he is abovc or
bclow the standard. On the other hiand, the
ftr cap ita plan will furnish the cliurch ses-
sion with the lcvcrage that is required ta
move thc congregation int a biglier planc af
giving. A very bni stalernent is ail tliat is
neccssary to show bte people inuane moment
whelhcr thcy arc lagging belîind, or pushing
ahead, in the malter ai benevolcncce. Frc-
quently it will bc found thut a simple refer-
cnce will work like a charmi ini stimulating a
congregation ta incre4sed liberality. The
rcmcdy for thc cvil ai iusuflicicut giving la a
simple one, and we caninot but auticipate
great practical resuits arising froin It.

The statu of thc Homte Mission funds is
doubtkess the cause of this new and impor-
tant deparlure. It is a serious malter whcn
the Church lias ta adopt such extendeti mua-
sures as Iliat af reducing the salaries of mis-
sionaries, or of cncouraging mninisters ta make
UP deficiencies from Ijicir boa slender sala,-
les Whfle the exigencies of the times May
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explain the Ialllng off in the revenue or
Honte ision. i l eviticut ah a glance that
the wholc amounit requireti tu sustain thîs
teork in a manner worthy af the Chmurch

1 wVould îîrao' a vcry srnall affair if distributcd
over tlit esitire iiienibcrsliip. It i% aur caruu-
est hope that the ticw plant will bc found ta
work cUIcîlvcl>', andI wc arc confidenît that bc-
fore anotlier Asscmibly lthe wisdomn af adoM>-
ingthis course wiIl bc fully justiRi.

TUER If Y11 N B0OK.

W 111I LE wc ventunctl but Ialcly lu sub-
Suit a proposai by wlîicl the luymun

book miglît have beeui issucd during the coir-
rcnt ycar, wc canniot sa>. wu are disappainitec

1with the coursc whiclî tihe Asscinbhy lias pur-
sucil. Front corresplondcenice in tiese caluinss,
andI tise reportect i îc.tig.- af l>rcsbytcri54 andI
Syniods, il is evident tîali a considerable
divcrsity ai c.pinion prevails througliautth
Chturch regard ing this subiect. WVlîilcit is gra-
tiiying la fisid that thec victv whicli wc put forth
îvas suppjortcd by nîany able speakers an the
fluor af lihe Assettibiy, p)crliaps, oiu limewlîoict
therc will siot bc inuch lost by ue year's de-
lay. Certain congregatiomîs wc know ivili bu
p»ut, tu much li iaveiienice beCa.u.se of buis
postpoîcinîcnt. Thlsc have decided ta awaiî
te appearance of tis - siew bok, atid yet tibeir

stock -as in thse case oi the Iirst edition of
lte tUnited l'rcsbytcriauî l-lytiiial --is nsuuch
rui clown , ati caninot bt nsacle good by iresis
supplics fronit Scoaad. If theuse wec ta
order the niew edition, andtif otier congrega-
lions wiuiclî arc using, çay the Scottisli
i lynmnal or thse ]Eniglisi l>resbyteriati I lytiîs
Boaok. were ta go on purchsasing thtese ln suf-
fcicnit numiuber ho keelp tip lit deinaticl, it
would probably bc a long tintse before tlscy
%vould uniake an>'. change. I)claty in îmublisli-
ing the niew buokl wvill oti>' iticrcase the diffi-
culhy, ansd IcadtI u muucl loss ini ils sale aI thc
autset.

Stîli wc have sio douîbt sonictiiiug wilI be
gaiued by laking antiier ycar for bhe prc-
parabion of bhe îvorl.. l'hure ivas too l1111e
linte for the Cominilîc upon the *book ta
consider andI ealilly iveigli ail tic suggestions
transinitteci ta theni fromnt Presbylcries
andI Synodi Sorte of these might have bccn
ovcrlookcd, andI dissatisfaclion ta a greater or
less exîcut must have been the result. If
possible, the laste ai cecry persan inlcrcstcd
should find cxjrcssian ln the book, and the
dciay will give the apporlunily ai duly
wcighing cvery opinion andI evcry feit want.
Thcr mue posîponement for :à vear will bc a
small afrair, if by this grcatc.- unanimityý will
bc sccured.

In aur opinion thcre is cvery reason ta cx-
pect that a vcry excellent hynin book will
uihimatcly bc obtaitied. Mucli could bc saiti
in~ favour of bhc draft capy which was sut>.
miîcti ho 1rsbytcries. Wihh dit subtrac-
lions, additions, emenriations andi alterations
which have been suggcsted, bhe resuit canuot
bc other than eatisfactory. The ametidmmît,
which was carricd in the Asscmbly, aujhor-
izing the Committcc ta submnit a new draft
copy ta Prcsbytcries, gives every persan ln-
ter.st.dl an opportunity of cxprofang his mind

upon the merits of thepromoeerl ,ewbook. The
resu it v-11 bc aIl bhc marre satisfactory If the
work of the Comsnittee lie unanlmoissly ap.
proveti ai Ly the ticxt Gencra Assembly.
Thse l'rcsbytcrian Church ini Cmsnada wlll then
î>os8c.ss a lsymn boaok wlsich will bc sccond to
sonc of Uic publication,; ai other Churches
beth lin Anierica andi Grcat Britain.
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IF ail taies arc true, oppression hait not
ceascd antI persecutiom i s still rampant.

Evesii ushi Dominilon, under what wu do not
liesitate la say la the muon libcral andi the mn-,"
î>opiulsr fori ai govcrniment in the world, hL
would appear tisat we have ant oppresseti
Cliurcu. Thc "The Church ai Scotlanti" in
Catnda is sorely oppresseti by the civil gov-
erimcit ; its rights have benm tramplcd upon
andI ils patrimony givcn ta the strangh andI
tise sojournter. Dut what la this prêteîdzJ
Cîturcli af Scotianti? Rt is composeil af ab.ut
liali-a-dozcn uninisters, with perhaps about
hsaîf flic usual, proportion af eiders, mcmbers,
andI adherents, who-same ai them at the lait
nuomiet-rciusedt ta accompany their britthien
ai thse " 1resbylcrian Church ai Canada lu con-
necctioti wiîl the Clîutch of Scatauid litethe
unioan wlîich forrned the presctit strong aid
consolidated body, te 1rcsbyteriait Church in
Canada. 'Tlmcse icw :nal-cantert. lad the
cfi'rouîîcry ta apply la the civil courts ini oider
lu obîaii possession ai the Churcli î>rýpcrty,
itunds, etc., wlsicli had iormcrly belonged ho
the body in qluest->î, but which have becu
vecstcd lii the tiiited Churcli by.Act ai I'arlia-
muent. Failing inu this, thcy rcsorb ta the nuost
tinrcasonlabic and ciamorous agitation with the
vicw af enlisting public sympathy in their lie-
liall. Tlîcy do not seensholhave any scrupien.
Mis-stalunents ai faEts, misreprcsentations rj'
views, deichive logic, andI silly attemiuts ta
inakc black whîite and the worsc appear bhc
butter cause, arc the characteristics. af blicir
plalforin ulterances andI ai their publisheti
iîaiîifslocs. By the way, we had aimost for-
goîlen wlîat it was that callcd aur attentionî
ta luis subjcct ah prescrnt. Il was tItis. Vie
lalest iiianittesto in behaîf ai the losI cause is
a Ipamph)llet by one ai its redoubtable champ-
ions Mr. Douglas I3rymncr. %Vc have nat
seu il, but one af aur cihy dailies has madie-
us acquainîed with il ln a favourable notice.
The ladt tIsat the noatice la favourable ouly
proves that the writcr ai it is uhterly unac-
quainled wilh thc lîistory ai Presbyterianismn
lu Canada during the hast ten years, flot ta go
auy farther back. Without wasting many
words an the malter wc will just call attention
ta the fact that the stabements, "The Church
of Scoîlanti declares ilsei ta bce a Frce Church
ini a Frce State," "The Frm Church declares
itscii-ta bu a Frec Church above bhc State,"
"'Tie Unuited I>rc.byterian Church deciares
ilseli ho lic a Frec Church ignaring bhe State,"
are isot anthoritative decParatians put forward
by thecse Churches-bhey are mcly Mr.
Brymiscr's distorteti vicws ai bhe position
whicli thcy respecbively accupy. Why does
ha flot bell us whal the Psesbybcrian Church
in Canada ',declares itself ta hie?» for that is

*the oly body th lmba to deal with in th


