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PER CAFPITA.

Tl IE General Assembly has unanimously

adopted a rccommendation of its com-
mittee appointed to consider the question of
systematic benevolence, to the effect that a
table be carcfully prepared which will show
preciscly the amount that cvery member of
the Church is required to give to cach scheme
so as to mcct the present expenditures. It is
not of course the intention to establilh « law
~-like that of the Medes and Persians—from
which therc will be no deviation, There will
always be instances of persons, and these not
necessarily thepoor, who will not come up to
the standard which may be named. Taking
Jnto account the prolonged commercial de-
pression from which the Dominion is suffer-
ing, there will be many who will find it ut-
terly impessible to increase their subscrip-
tions. On the other hand, there are not a
few congregations that are distinguished for
liberality and whose members as a rule will
contribute far more than their proportion.

. If possible, such are cncouraged to increase

their subscriptions to the funds of our various
Boards. And we are certain, from past ex-
pericence, that an appeal like this will not be
made in vain. '

But there is evidently much to be gained
by presenting the benevolence of the Church
in a systematic form. At the present mo-
ment, it is left very much to chance what cach
member will give. \When, however, it is put
down in black and white what every one is
expected to contribute, no one can any longer
shelter himself under the excuse that he did
not know how much he should sct apart for
the work of the Lord, The fact of the aver-
age contribution will stare him in the face, and
he sees in a moment whether he is above or
below the standard.  On the other hand, the
per capita plan will furnish the church ses-
sion with th¢ leverage that is required to
move the congregation into a higher planc of
giving. A very bricf statement is all that is
necessary to show the people in one moment
whether they are lagging behind, or pushing
ahead, in the matter of bencvolence. Fre-
quently it will be found that a simple refer-
ence will work like a charm in stimulatinga
congregation to incrcgsed liberality. The
remedy for the evil of iusufficient giving is a
simple one, and we cannot but anticipate
great practical results arising from it.

The state of the Home Mission funds is
doubtless the cause of this new and impor-
tant departure, It is a serious matter when
the Church has to adopt such extended mea-
sures as that of reducing the salaries of mis-
sionaries, or of encouraging ministers to make
up deficiencies from their too slender salar-
ics. While the exigencies of the times may

explain the falling off in the revenue of
Home Mission-,, it is evident at a glance that
the whole amount required to sustain this
work in a manner worthy of the Church
would prove a very small affair if distributed
over the entire membership, It is our carn-
cst hope that the new plan will be found to
work cflectively, and we are confident that be-
{ore another Assembly the wisdom of adop*-
ing this course will be fully justific,
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THE HYMN BOOK.

HILE we ventured but lately to sub-
mit a proposal by which the hymn
book might have been issued during the cur-
rent year, we cannot say we are disappointed
with the course which the Asscinbly has pur-
sucd. From correspondence in thesccoluinns,
and the reported mectings of Presbyteries and
Synods, it is cvident tuat a considerable
diversity of cpinion prevails throughout the
Church regarding this subiect, While it is gra-
tifying to fud that the view which we put forth
was supported by many able speakers on the
floor of the Assembly, perhaps, on the wholc,
thete will not be much lost by one year's de-
lay. Certain congregations we know will be
put to much inconvenicnce because of this
postponement.  These have decided to await
the appearance of th * new book, and yet their
stock —as in the case of the first edition of
the United Presbyterian Hymmnal-~is much
run down, and cannot be made good by fresh
supplics from Scocdand, If these were to
order the new edition, and if other congrega-
tions which are using, say the Scottish
Hymnal or the English Presbyterian Hyma
Book, were to go on purchasing these in suf-
ficient number to keep up the demand, it
would probably be a long time before they
would make any change. Dclay in publish-
ing the new book will only iucrease the diffi-
culty, and lead to much loss in its sale at the
outsct,

Still we have no doubt sometning will be
gained by taking another ycear for the pre-
paration of the work, There was too little
time for the Committee upon the book to
consider and calmly weigh all the suggestions
transmitted to them from  Presbyteries
and Synods. Somec of these might have been
overlooked, and dissatisfaction to a greater or
less extent must have been the result.  If
possible, the taste of cvery person interested
should find expression in the book, and the
delay will give the opportunity of duly
weighing cevery opinion and cvery felt want.
The mere postponement for 4 vear will be a
small affair, if by this greates unanimity will
be sccured.

In our opinion there is every reason to ex-
pect that a very excellent hymn book will
ultimatcly be obtaitiecd. Much could be said
in favour of the draft copy which was sub-
mitted to Presbyteries.  With the subtrac-
tions, additions, cmendations and alterations
which have been suggested, the result cannot
be other than satisfactory. The amendment,
which was carried in the Assembly, aughor-
izing the Committee to submit a new draft
copy to Presbyteries, gives every person in-
terested an oppostunity of expressing his mind

upon the mcrits of the proposed newbook. The
result v. !l be all the more satisfactory i€ the
work of the Committee be unanimously ap.
proved of Ly the next General Assembly.
The Presbyterian Church in Canada will then
posscss a hymn book which will be sccond to
nonc of the publications of other Churches
both in America and Great Dritain,
T S———

A GROUNDLESS AGITATION.

IF all tales are true, oppression has not
ccascd and persecution is still rampant.
Even in this Dominion, under what we do not
hesitate to say is the most liberal and the mo<*
popalar form of government in the world, it
would appear that we have an oppressed
Church. The “The Church of Scotland” in
Canada is sorcly oppressed by the civil gov-
ernment ; its rights have been trampled upon
and its patrimony given to the strang® and
the sojourncr.  But what is this pretendzd
Church of Scotland? It is composed of abut
half-a-dozen ministers, with perhaps about
half the usual proportion of clders, members*
and adherents, who—some of them at the last
moment—refused to accompany their bretiren
of the “ Presbyterian Church of Canada in con.
nection with the Church of Scotland” into the
union which formed the present strong and
consolidated body, the Presbyterian Churchin
Canada.’ These few mal-contenis had the
cffrontery to apply to the civil courts in order
to obtain possession of the Church property,
funds, ctc, which had formerly belonged to
the body in questisn, but which have been
vested in the united Church by.Act of Parlia-
ment.  Failing in this, they resort to the most
unrcasonable and clamorous agitation with the
view of enlisting public sympathy in their be.
half. ‘They do not scem to have any scruples.
Mis-statements of facts, misrepresentations o/
views, defective logic, and silly aitempis to
make black white and the worse appear the
better cause, are the characteristics. of their
platform utterances and of their published
manifestoes. By the way, we had almost for-
gotten what it was that called our attention
to this subject at present, It was this. The
latest manifesto in behalf of the lost cause is
a pamphlet by one of its redoubtable champ.
ions, Mr. Douglas Brymner. We have not
seen it, but onc of our city dailies has made-
us acquainted with it in a favourable notice,
The fact that the notice is favourable only
proves that the writer of it is utterly unac-
quainted with the history of Presbyterianism
in Canada during the last ten ycars, not to go
any farther back. Without wasting many
words on the matter we will just call attention
to the fact that the statcments, “ The Church
of Scotland declares itself to be a Free Church
in a Free State,” “The Free Church declares
itsclf-to be a Free Church above the State,”
“The United Presbyterian Church declares
itsclf to be a Free Church ignoring the State,”
are not authoritative declarations put forward
by these Churches—they aré merely Mr.
Brymuer's distorted views of the position
which they respectively occupy. Why does
he not tell us what the Presbyterian Church
in Canada * declares itself to be?" for that is
the only body that he has to deal with in the




