
STEAIVAST TRUST

'Twvixt gleanais of ji)y and clumds o' douti
Ouar feelings camin d go;

Ouar lest estate i oss'îl about
tlo ceascess ett, and il )W.

No mond lof ieclisag, faim of ahoniglit,
Is constaint (.-) a dav -

iltat Thcu, ôO Larà i reîon clangest not
Tie saniae Thou art alwiV.

1 grasi) Thy strength, make le rny awn
AIi eart willi peace h tlest;

1 lose rny hold andl then cornes alown
t)arkncss andI cela i lst.

Let nie no more mîy comifori 'Iraw
Fromrn i rait halaI of Thec.

la thtis atone tj)icc with awe
Thy righty grasp ofne

0,1 <nif îlîtt wcak, uU,uiet drift
Thai cornes but to depart,

'l'O that pure becaven rny spirh 11ht
Whete Thou nnchaiaging art.

L.tsv hold o! me with Thy streng grasp,
Let Ttîy almighty atm

la ts inls race my wcaknesq ctasp,
And 1 shal tear nharm.

Tlîy purpose of eternal gnod
Lai matant surely know;

On this li lean, ]et changing mood
And fecling comeanasd go.

Glad wlîcn Thy suashine Mis rny soul
Net lor when clonds o'ercase

Since Thonuirithia Thy sure contraI
O! love doth halaI me fast.

- _7ohn Caupe/ itSaarp.

GOLDEN GRAIN BIBLE READING

REV. ) A. R. DICKSON. RDi, 14i D , GALT, ONT.

Tht meaning ai Christ's Resurrecejen ta tht Believer
Key text. Luke xxiv. 6.
Foretotd by Christ. Matt. xvi. 21 , xxii. 23.
i. Declared ta be Gad's Son. Romans x. 4.
Emphasized in Aposeolic preaching. Acts xiii. 13, xvii.

18, iv, 33-
2. Our justification. Romnans iv. 25, 1 Cor. xv. 16 co
3. A living hope begoteen. i Peter i., iii. 2t.
4. Lifts ns inte a new life. Ephes. il. 6-7, Col. i. 12-15-
5. Inspires ns sith desires afier heavenly eings. Col.

iii. 1-3-
6. Transforms deith iota translation. Heb. ix. 15,

1 Peter i. 4, John xiv. 3
7. Secnred aur inheritance for tas. Heb. vi. :!o.
S. Keeps ns for the inherîtance. i Peter i. 5, Heb. vii. 25
c). lmmortalaty. John xiv. 9
i o. Croirns ail with conifori. a Thes. iv. 13 1S.

A CA USE RIE A BO UT CHIOIR..

Tbty get bard measures dealt ont ta thern at tîmes. Many
curious and vexations nusconceteons prevail as ta their
fuactin. Occasionally they appear te be iegarded as an
asytum for incurables, wbere ail are eatieled to flnd a home
who, îvhetber tbey are fit ta sing or tnot, are, at ail events, fit
for little tIse. There is a fatuotis elusion that anyane wmli
do fer tht choir, even tbough there be no more music in tht
saut or voice than in tht usty hinge ai a farmyamd gate ; and
tbaugh thternost artistic achievement may be the emission of
a monotone that, like a misplaced pedat-note, pursues the
tgeven tenor ai its wav," regardless af tht agonies it infltcts up-
on thase that have cars ta bear.

It s flot an uncommon thing tither for tht chair te be
turned ta account as a cheap theatre for self-display. Hiere
is yeur vccalist that utiquestianably bas a voace. He-per-
baps we shautd say she-- a'îll be ta tht front, and witl out-
shine ait the meeker stars. The gale may be aathing better
than a tbroat afiIran or lungs of leather, by virtetoaiwbich
tht possessor could out-roar Ilottam tht meaver, or out-shraek
an American devil. But tht complacene artist is flot tronbled
by sncb miner matters, and shouts or screeches as ta the mari-
ner bamn. Happy tht conducter irbo bas not ta battît witb
any sncb seli-asstrtive miember, and is lot rnaddened by tht

-- incessant abtrusiveness tbat engtnters chaos.
Wbat, then, is tht fuanction ai a Churcb choir ? It is no

exaggeratà0h ta ely, that its function is ta promote, la its
cmn special way, tht spiritual irelfare af the congregatian. le
is meant ta minister ta edifcation-to feed tht divine lufe
irithin tht hearts ai tht people. litsservice ai sang sbould be
a nitans cf grace, quiet as really as is tht preacher's sermon.
In tht exercise o! les gife tht choir sbould do much te dispel
tht clouds cf came that gather about tht souls ai men, ta bear
ns above tht shadow-laden atmosphere me habieually breathe,
aidta stanad us on sncbhaly beights as pierce tht skies, and
rentier fith as easy as sight. 'lArnbassadors for Christ,"
that is irbat tht niembers ai tht chair sho nid (tel theniselves
ta be.

That conception ai thteniatter 15 by no means universal
either inside or oneside Cbnrcb chairs. There is in many
quarters a tendency ta disparage their services and make very
tighe eftbe work they do. Often tht chor's interests are sac-
riflced without besitancy in favour cf sanie ather organization
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not ane jot more spiritual or helpful ta the Church. The
blunder is a serious one, and thcere should be no scruple in
asserting the choir's right ta be esteemcd ant a( the mast im-
portant institutions in a congregation. Conductors do well,
in a wise way, ta magniy their office ; and choristers should
malce it plain that the golden motto, IIfor Christ's sake," is
stamped upon their servic.e, and renders it sacred and divine.

0f course, the choir is charged specially with the cave of
aIl sucb p2rts af worship as are fairly capable af musical ex-
pression, and, particularly, of that form ai musical expretssian
which,

born of human hrcath,
Curnes straiohter ftorn the soul than any sttain
The band atone cia n ake.

It must aid the Cnurch, then, in the melodiaus utterance af
religions emiotian, and must identify lîsel! with the cangrega-
tioa,-entering into and apprapriatiag the spirit of psalm or
hymn in which the emotion is embadied. The words ought
ta be intelligently stndied, and the significance of themn thor.
nughly mastered.

It is nat well ta assume that, because everybady knaws
snch time*hanonred strainsas those o! St. Paul's,NMartyrdam,or
Old Hundred, theref ire the rlght rendering of these tunes and
the words wedded ta them may be confldently counted on,
apart from ail preparation. That is a perilaus mistake.
Cnmparatively fcw of our ordinary chairs can be trusted ta
such an extent. 1 is jist these <-ommon tunes that are rnast
frequently murdered. The charisters knaw themn as welI as
they know A B C. They have bnmmed them, and shauted
them, and whistled themt every day of their lives. What can
there be ta attend ta ? And the result is an indescribable
slavenliness. One hall of the members, prabably, read from
the notes, andi adhere rigidly ta the musical text as it stands
belare them ; but the other half trust ta their treacherans
memaries, their bad cars or gand ones ; and hence "confusion
dire." Some hold firniy on thcir syllabir course, an-i match
with sure step aver the autharized intervals ; but others ga
slurring and sliding, creeping up or crawling down, in a waV
fitted ta make a mnsician's bair stand on end, or Johann
Sebastine Bach turn in bis grave. Ali the notes and ail the
svards should be studied, if the chair is ta do its wark per-
fcctly.

Shauld a chair sing 7vitI, crbression ? Tht question
sounds absurd ; but the opinion is held by somt that that is
nat part of the cboir's duty. Rather, it is argued, shauld it
deliver its whale burden with unvarying force, and thus obvi-
att tht possibility af tht congregatian flattening. But surely
that is as unreasanable as it is inartistic. Tht tendency ta
flu is flot ta be cannteracted by any snch mechanical device.
The result ai its adoption nmust be ta tnrn the whole service
ai sang inta a perfunctory caricature, if flot ta set a prtmium
on that wild bawling, which many regard as tht anty sure sign
of heartiness and fer-vour. Better that the chair set tht ex.
ample of truc expressivenesss, avoiding eqnally, an tbe one
band, the manatonausness that makes no distinction between
penitence and praise ; and, on tht other, the exaggerated
rnannerism that Iays pitfails for the cangregatian.

Truc expression invalves distinct articulation. The choir
shauld give no uncertai.. sound, as it tac aiten docs. Who
has not listened ta chairs professedly using our familiar
mother-tc. gue, but torturing its homely syllables into noises
as barbaric and unintelligible as tht talk of Timbuctao? Tht
vowel saunds are marvellously metamorphosed ; and aur
everyday acqnaiotances,the full open I"o"1'or"Il n," disappear in
strange, irritating disgnises. Tht exigencies of breathing tear
syllable from syllable, and rend words ta fragments, with tht
cruel ingenuity cf a Spinish inquisitor. 0., perbaps, vowels
and consonants are atijumbled together in ane unvarying
saund, that resembles nothing sa mnuch as tht inarticulate
baaing of sheep or goats on their way ta market or slanghtcr-
bouse. To talk about expressive singîng under su:ch condi-
tions is ta utter arrant nonsense.

Then, tht choir sh,3uld q i'cken religins emotian as weil
as express it. It shauld sametimes siog le, if generally wl/z,
the congregation. There is a stock abjection ta this, wbich
ail resolves itseif into the ont amanaus word"Ilptrformanct"l
but there is fia validity in tht objection, surely, where aur
Chnrch chairs are camposed, as certainly as aur Churches, af
Christian men and wamnen. Tht principle, indeed, has been
conceded by nearly ail who support aut modern evangelistic
methads ; and is there any greater incansistency than theirs
wbo allow that it rnay be gond for a wcrshipping assembly ta
have Mr. Sankey sing ta it, but it must be evil, oly evil, for
a cengregation te be suog ta by those of its own menabers who
bave the necessary qualification ?

'The principle may be defended an apostaiic autharity.*
There are clear indications that sang was a recognized means
of edificatian in tht earliest -iges. Paul niakes spa-cial pro-
vision for him wbo bas a psalm or a hymn with whicb ta
speac ta tht assembled Christians ; and the braad mule is laid
dawn that believers are Ilta teach and adsnonish ant another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual sangs "; and the stores of
sacmed music are naw se vast that there can be fia di.4i culty in
finding abundance o! material exquisitely ftted for use in this
form. This is a type oi service capable.of yielding far richer
results than it bas yet produced, and onT! chairs might, much
mare frequently than is the case, act as preachers of the grace
of our Lard lesus Christ, and cf the love and glory af aur
heave ty Father.1

A Chumch chair, tee, is a fine illustration of principles bear-
ing very dimectly upon congregational prospcrity. It is a
standing witness ta the tact that there are diversitits of gifts,
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each cf whicb, soprano, alto, tenor, bass, bas its awn ights
and its own duties. It enfarcen. the truth that ail powers,
howvever varicus, are capable ci cansecratien te hightst and
holiest uses, and that the fullest service is that which is dis-
tinguisbed, not by uniformnity, but by such nnity as harmanîzes
manifold cînalities and capacities. It demonstrates that the
secret ai perfection is the glad cc operatian and loyal suibar.
âinatian of!nan aI al ta a comipon aimiani purpose. li is
pre*eminently the function of tht chair ta keep the Church
continnally mindful ai the truthi. that in its carporate capacity
its lite should be ont prolanged Hallelujah Chorus ilà praise
af it% M essiah- Lord. - Uni/ei 1resbylep-itin A!ag<a.ine.

CONGRE'GA TIONAL SINGING.

A Roman Catliolic organist (rom Dublin, speakiag ta me
an this point the other day, satd that in teaching thtetenients
cf singing lie found Preshyterians much mare pramising musi-
cal material than Roman Cathnlics. Ht considered that it
was tht congregatinnal singing that made the différence.
1 was surprîsed, becausri congregational singing in many
Preshytetian Churches is of the rudest kind, white %4t
ail know how mnch tht Roman Catbalîc Chnrch dots in the
way af gorgeons music. "lThat," said my iriend, " dots ast
caunt. Our people lisien ta tht music, but do not laake part
la It. Van may set a fine breakfast befare yourself, but unti
you eat it vou do flot br-gin ie gain r ourishaient or sitengtli."
And be considered that the simple and imperfect attempt to
join la Presbyterian Chnrch sang, week by week, did more ta
train tht vaice and car thar. ail tht listeeing ta good rmusic in
Roman Catbolic Churches. Qeher writers have borne the
sanie testimc ny.-S. SpecercilCuwca, in lii-Cotmprr
Be-vireîv.

TuE FEET 0,r lES US.

Ont eveaing wben a mother was pntting ber little babe ta
bcd, she took the lfttie feet la ber hand and tenderly kissed
thein. A friend standing near, who was also a loving mother,
said gently : I wonder if there was ever a niother whc did
net kiss ber baby's feet ?

And niy tbnughts weat Mack ta that dear mother a! Naz.
areeb, wbose b-aba lay flot ini a crib, but a manger, with the
stars for nighe lamps gnardîng tht Baby Jesus asitep on tht
bay.

1 wander if Maryls tender hands did not lavingly fondite
those little feet ?

1 think that ber kisses fell softly upon themn as she won.
dered as ail mathers do wheme those littît nntried feet might
be led. Did any ehonght la ber prophetic motber-beart fart.
tell thetrough paths thnst (cet must tread ?

Net many years she had te guide tbem, fer soan tht child
Jesus slips front ber side, and goiag home with happy heari,
4suppasing Hlm ta be in tht comnpany," she snddenly misses
Him fromn ber side, and, anxîously retracing ber seeps, she
farsds Hinm in tht temple in 3trusaleri t eaching tht eiders.
Not a disobedient cbild, but doiag flrst Hîs Il Father's biîsi.
ness." Then Ht returns, and is "subject ta His parents.'
His willing icet doing their bidding day by day.

But tht tirne cames wben Ht must leave this safe home, and
He gats fcrth boameless ta prepare an eternal berne for us, foi.
Iawed by a few loving beares fram door te door, from seashore
ta bill and vallty. Saying uato ail men, I"Hlmi that cameth
unto Me, 1 will in ne wîse cast ont," is Himself cast ont of
homes and temples.

His faîthini ifet tread tbe baisterons waves at iigbt that
Peter mv !e rescned from a sea af donbt. Hie rests in the
pharisee's home, and a woman, a sinner, in ber netti of
pity, felI at His feet and washed them i wth ber tears and
wiped them i wmh tht haîrs ai ber head, kissing them and
anoiaeing theni witb oiatment. Her weary soul found rest
in tender ministratian ta His earth-weary feet. Again ire
set Mary taking ber box a! oîntment, sa "lvery costly,' and
anointing tht itet of jesus, and wiping theni wieh ber beauti.
fui hair. Notbang could be tac precions for Him wirba ad re-
stored Lazarus ta that lonely borne.

Thtn two days later those patient feet are ' led tram court
te st-cet, froni streeta î udgment hall, ait last te Golgotha,
senmbling with weariness and laltering under the weigbt o!
the cross. Ail motber-hearts stiare with Mary in tbat bitter
heur. Our Savieur is still bier cbitd, and by tht dear bond of
motlerhood we sufer witb ber in her snffeing Cbrist-Child.

%Hîs dear feet are pierceti for us, wbo, hameless and lost
ini life's larest, need H is lileed cross ta show us tht way to the
eterntalcity.

I.ook an Me. Ail. F.jrgiving 1
1.,)w at Thy fret 1 bote.

0 ail divine Thou seemest
As I behold Thee noir t

1 ctasp with tender passion
Ttiy fect so pittced (ut us,

The cruel wounds rit c raven
O'erwhelmed ta sec Thce thus t

-Etitia L Savial<.

To purify
Your blond
Take Houl's Sarsaparilla.

ANY subscriber sending us $4.00 bar two new nantes
can reneir bis awn subscription for 1892 for one dollar. Il
is expected that many nid friends will take advaiatage ef ibis
aifer. Send us $5.oo for tire neir names and the renewal cf
yaur aira for 1892.


