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will send Fanny over to see you, and, if you get no relief, 1
will attend you.”

‘The doctor felt that she wished to get rid of him, and lost
no thne in leaving her.  Going directly to hishome, he bade
Fanny visit the schoolmistress, and went about his affairs
oppressed with an unsatisfied, uneasy feeling that he coutd
neither ~xplain to himself nor shake off,

Fanny made the visit, and while Miss Hammett reclined
in her chamber, entertained her with a long account of her
father’'sadventures in New York anl by the way.  Thestory
scemed to possess alinust miraculous powers of healing,
Miss Hammett listened with the profoundest interest, and
made a great many inquiries, particularly with relation to
the publishers visited, and scemed to be interes.=d in the
minutast particulars. Then she rose from the sofa and sat
with her hand in Fanny's, and told her how much guod she
had done her.  ** Tell your father,” said Miss Hammgt,
¢¢that his prescription has wrought wonders, and that if%he
will visit my school again 1 will not turn him out of dours.”

Fanny went away very much puzzled, after promising
Miss Hammett that she would faithfully communicate to her
the result of the negotiations with Mr, Frank Sargent.

( 7o be continued. )

THE GOLDEN ERA OF ELIZ *VETHAN
LITERATURE.

The golden cra of Elizabethan literature may be said to
date its commencement from the seven years which lic bee
tween 15709 and 1587—in other words, with the first charac-
teristic puems of Spenser amd the fiest charactersue piays of
Marlowe, with the pyblicativn of ** Eapliges,” and with
the composition of thé *‘ Arcadia.” Never, perhaps, has
there existed an age so fentile in all that inspires and
nuurishes poctic encrgy as that which opens the urd Jocade
of Elizabeth’s 1eign. It was commensurate with a great
crisis in European, istory, and with a great crisis in Lur..-

ean thought. The dis.omfitute of the patisans of Mary of

scotland, the execation of Mary herself, and the destructiun
of the Armada in the following year had paralyzed that
mighty coalition which had long been the terror of Protes
tant Europe. The effect of the cvents of 1588 on the world
of Marlowe and his co. iemporaries was indeed surilar to
the effects of the Persian victories on the world of Phrynicus
and Aschylus. In both cases what was at stake was the
very existence of national life.  In both cases were arrayed
in mortal oppugnancy the Orcmasdes and the Arimenes of
social and intelleciual progress. In both cases the moral
effects of the triumph achicved were in proportion to the
magnitude of the issues involved.  Joy, pride and hope
possessed all hearts.  The pulse of the whole nation was
quickened. The minds of men bewame preternaarally
active, and cvery faculty of the nund preteraatusally alen.
Nor was this ali.  The furces at work in that mighty revolu
tion which transformed the Eatope of Medixvilism into the
Europe of the Renaissance were everywhere fermenting, It
was the fortunc of Lngland to pass simaltaneuusly through
two of the greaiest crises 0 the hife of Saies, and the ex

citement of the awust mumenivas of epuchs in et spaitaal
history was cuincident with the eacitement of the must
momentous of epuchs in her political histury.  The enciyy
thus stimulated operated un materials ndher and mute
various than perhaps any other age could have affurded.
Philosophy, having cast off the shackles of schulasticism, had
entered on the splendid inheritance which had descended to
it from antiquity. Astronomy was naravelling the sccre'sof
the skies, and natural science thesecrets of the land and sea.
Heroes, second to nonc in the annals of endurance and ad

venture, were exploring cvery curner of the halutalle glole,
and comjng home to record experiences as marvellous as
those which Ulysses poured into the ears of Alcinous and
Arcte. The muse of history had awahened wath Grafton
and Stowe and Ilall and llolinshed, and the muse of
romantic fiction with Malory and with Malory's aumberless
successots. The translators of the Bible had unlocked the
lore of the East. Scholars were revelling among the
treasures of that noblc language which, in the fine expression
of Gibbon, ** gives a soul to the ubjects of scnse and a body
to the abstracuons of philusophy,” and which has during
mote than twenty centuries been to the worlid of mind what
the sun s to the physical world. The study of Roman
literature had been zendercd more fruitful by the precedence
now given to the classics of the republic and cgriy empire
over the writets of the later ages.  *‘ The youth every~
where,” says Strype, ** addicted themselies to the reading
of the bestaathors fur pure Ruman style, laying aside their
old batbiarous writers and schoulmen.”™ Al that had been
contributed to the genesal stuch of intellectual wealth by
modern Italy was becwmning more and mote familiar to
Englishmcn, and scarcely anything of note appeared cither
in France or Spain which was not sooner or later pressed
into the service of English genius. — Te Quarterly Revien.

PROSPECTS OF AFRICAN CIVILIZATION.

The prospeets of Aftican civilization arc aptly summed up
in the clder Gortschakoll's terse definition of the cqually un-
developed vastaess of Siberia as ¢ 2 good bill payable at a
iong date.”  Vast as atc the results achieved during the last
few years, they arc as nothing 1o the work which siill re-
mains to be done; but the outer werld is at all events be-
ginning to lcarn for the first time what Africa really is, and
what she really needs. As lately ze 1830, civilizatian hailed
as a great discovery the announcement that ** John and
Richard Landor, having voyaged down the Niger from
Yauri to the sea, have satisfactorily ascertained that it is »of
the Congo!™ Even after this amazing tevelation, and,

*indeed, almost vp to the date of Stanley’s famous * finding
of Livingstone,” the few Europeans who thought of Africa
at all, thought of it as a_vast xandy desest, with a floating
population consisting chiefly of hungry lions and robbers
more ferocious still, the latier being in the habit of “*carceting
over the waste ” on swilt horscs without any obvious canse
for their hurry, living comfortably where there was nothing

to cat, and amassing stores of ill-gotten wealth whete there
was no one to roby

But the great tidal wave of civilization which is now
bursting into the Dark Continent has swept away these de
lusions at onee and forever.  The supposed “desert” proves
to contain wide tracts of alluvial soil as festile as the Cash-
mere Valley, forests vast enough to swallow up all the woods
of Northern Russia, lakes to which Ladoga and Onega
would he mere pools, mountains as high as the stateliest
peahs of the Alps or the Caucasus, and rivers forming a series
of watery high-roals as magnificent_as those of Siberia
uself, with the additional aavantage of having no winter to
impede them.  Indeed, the future history of Africa will be
waitten alung the lines traced by the Nile, the Niger and
the Cungo, as certainly as that ochmral Atia has {ollowed
the cuutse of the Syr {):uyn and the Oxus; aml with these
three great natural highways any survey of Africa’s develop
ment must necessarily begine—2David- Aer, in Herper's
Magasine for March. :

A MOTHER'S REVERIE.

In the quiet of my chamber,
When the daily tasks are o'er,
And the voices of the children,
Hushed in sleep, resound no more,
Comes the'question, oft-repeated,
** What this day have I divined
Of the vast and wondrous workings
In the kingdom of the mind 2"

\$ hat,great thoughts fave filled, my vision,
Fired my soul with purpose high—
I'rom the wells ot hidden knowledge
Have 1 drawn a nch supply ?
And my resticss spaut answers,
In 1ts unfulfilled desire,
Vainly have ats baflled piniors
Suught the hesghits it would aspire.

In the lowly vale of duty
Have I trod the way along,
Pausing not to cull the flowerets,
Nor to hear the wile Lird's song.
For life s burdens—be they light or
Be they heavy—must be borne,
And the rest is not till evening
From the tasks begun at morn.

Yet, O patient, tired mother,
Is there naught to cheer thy toil ?
Canst thou not some treasute gather
From the uch and fruntful soil
Uf the garden where thou plantest,
\Which shall aid thy downcast eyes
To lock upward to the summits
Of the hsgher destinies?

Ah, thou hast a mission holy:
To instruct the aund of youth,

And to suw the seeds of goodness.
\Whach shatl bloum in love and truth.

Thou canst lead the tattering fuutsteps,
By thy gen.lc, guiding care,

O er the rough and thurny pathway,
Till they reach the golden stair !

Thou art working out a poem
Grander than the *¢ bards' sublime,”
Which shall live in glowing numbets,
Far beyond the bounds of Time;
For the song, though fecbly chanted
‘Mud life’s dark anu toilsome way,
Angel voices shall re-echo
Through the realms of endléss day !

—Tk%e Press.

THE SON OF 4 PEASANT.

Lotd Lrskine and Lurran miet at dinner at Carlton House.
The roval host dirccted the conversation to the profession of
the puests.  Lord Laskine took the lead,  ** No manin the
land, " sard he, * need be ashamed of belonging to the legal
profession.  For my part, of a noble lamily myself, 1 fecl
no degra dation 10 pracusing 1t—ut has ardded not unly tomy
wecalth, but 1o my digmity.”  Curran was silent, which the
host obscrving called fur lis opimion. **Lord Ewshine,”
sawd he, ** has so eluquenty descnioed all the advantages o
ve denved trom tus profession that 1 hardly thought my
opinon worth adaing.  But perhaps it was—pethapy lama
better pracucal instance of ats advantages than his lordship.
1ic was canobied by turih Lefore he came to ity but it has,”
bowing to the host, **1n my person raised the son of a
peasaut to the table of his Prince.""—Temple bar.
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Tur Rev, Dr. Walter C. Smith, in a lecture to young
men on a tecent Sunday aficrnoon on ¢ Books,” said that
somctimes what was called religious did not bear the
semblance of religion. There were many, Looks which,
though they did not pretend to be religious, brought diviner
messages than others seemingly more pious.

Tue Rev. John K. Lian, of Aulie, has reccived leave of
abeence from the Preshytery of Magle witha view to visit
Palesine.  Hic is to travel in the East in company with Drs.
R. Taylor, Moderator of, the English Presbyterian Church,

.

Monro Gileon, Thain Davidson, and Rev. Me. Baxter,
son of Dr. Baxtsr of Blairgowtie.

Tk special evangelistic services held recently in all the
Belfast churches were remarkably well attended. A large
number of country ministers took part in the mectings, and
several congregations carried outa system of house-to-house
visitation. Dr. Elder Cumming and Rev. John Sloan, Glas.
gow, tendered valuable assistance in conducting the mid-day
meetings.

British and Forcign.

Tur Rev. Dr. A. K. H. Boyd opened thg new church of
St. Geurge's-in-the-Ficlds, Glasgow, lately.

Perg DinoN, the Dominican preacher, is writing an
claborate reply to Renan's ** Life of Jesus.”

PrOF. CALDERWOOD became a total abstaner in his first
year as & student at Edinburgh University, 1847,

OF the forty-two students who have entered the U. P.
Divinuty Hall this session fusty are total abstainers,

Mu. Wa. ReTTIE, Aberdeen, a Disruption elder, has died
in his cighty-ninth year.  He had Leen i the eldership filty
nine yeats.

Tug Rev. Dr. W. Fleming Stevensun's church in Dublin
raised last year nearly $11,500, an adsance of $3500 vn the
preceding year.

A Barrist missionary i Japan has just lost his whole
church membership because they will not tolerate the prac-
tice of close communion.

A voLuMe of Latin hymns and poems by the present
Pope, one, De Se Lpso, virtmally a metrical autobiography,
has just been issued by Prof. Brunelii.

A THREE-DAYS' conference on the Coming of the Lord
will be held at Midmay this month, begioning on the 2nd.
Seven years ago a similar conference was held.

MR. Macanig, elder, Westerdale, moved in the Caith-
ness Preshiytery that action should be taken against innova-
tions, **such as the use of hymns and popish organs.”

Bistiurr MOOKHUUsSE, the newly appuinted BDishap of
Manchester, will leave Melbourne on March 11, and is
expected to arrive in England the week before Easter.

I is stated that Lord Selborne's retirement from public
lite has not been caused by pubiacal reasuns, but from a de-
sie to spend his remaiming years in close personal com.
munion with God.

Dr. Scorr, of Rutherglen, has offered to hand over a
sum of between $60,000 and $035,000 to the Free Church
Foreign Mission Commitiee to promote foreign mission work
n Indinand Afrnica.

Tue Rev. Mr. Brown, Ruthwell, 1s to have a helper and
successor. The successor of Dr. Henry Duncan, the founder
of savings bLanks, whose colleague he was, Mr. Brown is
now in his seventy-fifth year.

As room cannot be found in the cathedral at Manchester
for the diocesan monument to her husband, a recumbent
effigy, the widow of Bishop Fraser has resolved to add a
chapel to the cathedral for its recention at a cost of $5,000.

THE Rev. Alfred Ainger, of the Temple Church, the
genial editur of Charles Lamb, has given a zouple of ad-
mirable Shakespeare lectures at the Philusophical in Edin:
burgh. He contended that Shakespeare was deeply indebted
to Marlowe.

OuUT of 263 students in th.e six Nonconlotmist colleges in
London included in the Students' Tutal Abdtinence Union,
233, or aignty-eight per cent., are teetutallers. In the Wes-
Jeran College at Richmond all the students, fifty-four in
number, are abstainers.

By twenty-mne to thiteen Glasgow Town Council de-
clined 1o consider a memornial from the clders of Black{riars
Church, that the aity should contnbute $105 additional to
the minister s stipend, so as to raise 1t to $2,105, the sum
tecerved by the other city mimisters.

THE Rev. M. Cochrane, of St. Peter’s, Glasgow, is to
have an assistant and successor.  tHe will retain the endow-
ment of $600 which, with $400 from the Aged and Infirm
Ministers’ Fund, will give him a supend of $1,000. The
kirk session guarantees $1,000 to the assistant.

Tiig Rev. Dr. Mitchell, in the first of a scries of lectures
in South Leith Parish Church on * Qur tiymns and Hyinn-
writers,” expressed regret that Dryden, who spent his
powers in pandering to the vices of a corrupt court and &
slanderous generation, had found a place among their hyma.
translators.

Tue Swedish Government has promised the Good Tem-
plars a state subsidy to enable them to fight all ‘over Sweden
against alcohol. The King of Sweden is unreservedly in
favour of P'rohibition as the only cure for the diink cvil.
He Jdeclares that almost all the crinte and ahject misery in
his realm arc caused by drink.

Tue Countess of Aberdecn addressed a meeting of ladies
at Perth the other day, at which 1t was tesulved to lorma
branch of the Young Women's Imprurcment Society. With-
1 the last few years a deadly due, she saud, was going about
among young women, worhing terrtble mischicf, and it was
to overcome that foc that the Haddu-house Assuciation had
l been ongnated.

Tue Rev. Tames Milne, M. A., who died at Paddington,
New South Walcs, on December 10, in his aighty-seventh
year, was a native of Ellon, Abcrdeenshire, and took his
master's degree at Aberdeen in 1818, From that date till
1823 he was parish schoolmaster in his native village, where
onc of his pupils was Dr. Andrew Findlater, editor of
¢ Chambers's Encyclopedia.”

Tne Rev. Dr. Marshall Lang presided at a conference in
Glasgow lately on Temperance and Home Mission wark in
connccuon with the Church of Scotland. 1t was originated
by ladies connccted with the temperance association who
are associating the two kinds of wotk.  Mr. Blair, of Cam-
buslang, ditected attention o the importance of improving
the homes and fuod of the poor.

Dr. HeNRY DunckLry, *“Vemax,” of the Manckester
Examner, gave a lecttire 1 the church at Withington on
the 2nd ult,, on **St. Marcarct of Scotland.”  Queen
Victotia traced her.descent to William the Conqueror; but
she had*a more illustrious dgscent, saicd Dr. Dunckley, from
our old English kings, who zuted for five hundred years be-
fore the Normans caine over.  This more illustrious descent
she found on Scottish soil; she owed it to St. Margaret of
Scotland.




