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WUR ¢oRTRIBUTORS.

THE BIBLE IN OUR SCHQOLS.

MR. EpiTOR,~ The Rev. J. Laing, in his recent
letters to the ¢ Mall,” bas forcibly put his case respect.
ing our public schools before the Minister of Public
lostruct:on, and teken strong grounds in the field of
public policy and religiovs exigency. Some time ago
the Rev. Mr. McMullin, of Woodstock, spoke out on
this question ; and here and there we find faint efforts
aiming in the same direction. The secular press is
very faint on the question. One of our county
judges, in a chargo to the Grand Jury, has also set
forth his opinton of the necessity for the bible in the
schools,

There 18 another body which ought to be specially
appeated to, and 1t is the duty of those who value the

influencs of that body to speak out with boider voice |
than has ever been yet employed . | mean the jany ]

ol the Presbytentan Church. There ate specias rea-
sons why it becomes them to show their detcrminauon
in this matter.,

We have only to read the history of the parish
schools of Scotland and find their babit and wont to
ste what kind of folk have come out of them. We
kave oniy to look at what Scotchmen and Scoich-
women are, the world over.
their descendants in the United States aad eisewhere,
and see what they are, and ask ourselves the ques-
tion, “Is there not a causes® 1 say, su, yes. 1
am able to answer the question—empbaucally, yes.

1am abie to demonstrate the caase, beyond a doubt, |

which 1s, that the religion of the Bible s the religion
of Scotland and of Scotchmen, and wecughtto make st
the text-book tn the education of their descendants in
this Canada of ours, and Presbytenans ought to see
to it that it 1s done.

1 am not a Scotchman nor a Presbytenan myself,

\Weo have only to look at ]

thelr religlous principles should not be trifted with
or their rights as parents and citizens trampled upop,
simply because it Is known that they are reliabls on
questions of expediency in other matters affecting the
public weal.

I would have the Presbyterians of this land who
value the Bidble- who know anything of the history
of Protestantism—to be alive on the subject of tho
Dible in the schools, and act with other evangelical
Frotesiants ; to arise in thelr might and assert thelr
determination that this question shall not secelve the
go by from either the Mintstry or the Leglslature !
There are no pollties patamount or equal in impost.
ance to our teligious and clvil tbertles.

The Ministry of the day have no right to tum, for
the sake of keeping themselves in power, to the lan.
cles of the papal hierarchy, or to the unsettling of
principles and religlous convictlons by the insldions
aims of infidels and agnosucs, 6t she antics of situ-
annsis and the cunning of priesterall, o1 ¢o the insidious
dangers of Broad Chuich views, and so-called free.
thought.  These aie undermining the standards of
truth, which we revere—for which our martyred lore-
fathers have fought and bled and sacrificed their lives,

That the feat of God may be taught 10 our schools
13 the first essential in education ; and the love of
God and man can only be taught out of the open
Ihibie. The expennment of a closed Eible and a God-
tess education has been wied, and proved a failure.
Theie s no way i which God's grace can be brought
to bear upon the young without their being taught as
God has appointed by their being made acquasnted
with reveaied trush, as set fonth in he Word of God.
The objcctions made 10 1t are all futile, and of objec-
tionabis to any of out fellow subjects for any season
susticient in their eyes, we aho believe in (ke seligion
of the Bible have a nght to insist that our hiberties
are being trampicd undes foot when we are obliged to

but 1 profess to respect both wherever | meet them, |
for the most obvicus of ail reasons. :t 1s simply | an aibeist, v to a school which 1guores the very eaust-
because they love and 1everence that Book of God— | ence ot a Supreme Being.

the Bible! For 1t ts that book revercnced by the one
and withheld from the other which made all the
difference between the Scottish and the Insh Celt,
and between the Protestant and the Romapist in
Ireland a few years ago,

A story went the tounds—and 1 belive 1t was true
—that duning the existence of a previous adminisira-
tion the Primo Mintster was approached tn a somewhat
presumtuous tone by a Methodist, who set up for a
sort of leader amongst the minisiers of that body ot
Christians, and asked why 1t was that no Methodist,
was taken into the Government: That he himself
and otkers thought their “ numencal strepgih * and
“influence ” entitled them to demand that a member
of thetr Church should be, as in the pzevious minisiry,
taken into the cabinet ; and that they bad as much
right to demand it as the Romanists bad to demand
similar constderatton for their Church. Thereply was
a very worthy one, and spoke well for the wisdom and
honesty of bim who has been since laxd astde to give
place to another: © Mr. W—-—, I do not see that in
selecting a cabinet 1t t3 at all necessary to examine
into 2 man's religious tenets. It 15 the aim of the
panty to which | belong to know nothing of sectanan
preferences.  We choose men to take part in the
admunistration of affairs and government of the coun-
try for thelr personal fitness, irrespective of their
Church alhances. For instance, I was not chosen
bzcause 1 am a Bapust or a Scotchman, buy because
1 enjoyed the confidence of my party, and it we were
to act on your 1deas of the fitness of things, the people
to whom we should natwrally turn would not be
towards the lacthodists, but to our best and wmost
relizble supporters, the Scotch Presbyterians ; for,
without their sanction and hearty support, the Ministry
to which 1 belong couid not exist a single day; and
yet there 1s not a Scotchman besides myself or a
Presbyterian in my Ministry. The Presbyterians find
no f2alt and make no such demand as you are now
urgiog”

I cannot vouch for tkis story ; I give it for what it
is wonth, It came to mo as true from a source which
I considered reliable, or I would not repeat it now.
Imake use of it as an illustraticn to point o moral
and to serve the purpose that I have in band—is.c.,
to arge upon your earnestly evangelical readers that
if they arc backward in pushing forward thelr politcal

support a system of education which Is confessed to
be wodless and agnostic , ot when we are obliged o
send our children 10 a teacher wko 13 an agnosuc ot

Ihe reat ditticuity ties in the degraded and deprav-
ing politics of the country, and for the present condi-
tion of things, Scotchmen and Presbytenans are
largely responsible. The education of our youth must
be lfted out of this slough. We must not be con-
tented to let matters go ob as they have done in the
past. \Wu do not stand on the same ground as gur
Romanist fellow subjects in this mauer. The only
educaton they wish the people to receive is to be
taught thetr duty tn the Chusch—wiz. ; subjection and
obedience, and the absurd and superstuitious jegends
on which popish imposture rests, to the total exclu-
slon of duues to their country and neglect of the
pnmaty duties “of serving God, honourning the
Queen, and obeyiog the law.” The religion that
should be inculcated by all 1s: * The open Bible—
the Word of God writen. - VWhen that 1s taught,
and the principles of Holy dScnipiure inculcated, the
Church wiil not be neglected or dishanoured ; nor will
the State or anyone sufler wrong, but the reverse,

1f our rulers do not ke these princtples, for fear of
offending the papal hierarchy, or sosing the support
of the Romanists, and hght shy of the gubject, with a
view to pleasing the Broad Cburch or intidel wing ot
their followers, and dehiberately disregard tha convic-
tions of the evangelical Chisttans of the courtty by
insisung on an agnostic schoo! and college system,
then it ts time that Fresbytenans of all shades of
pohtics found some new standard around which to
rally ; for the subject of which | speak transcends in
importance all questions of public policy or party.

Lign, Aup. 2754, 1883, JOHN RILAND,

THAT LEAKAGE--1V.
THE REMEDY IN OPERATICN.

MR. EDITOR,—1 promised in this my closing anticle
to present the proposed remedy in actual operation.
In doing so, I donot mean to say that the modus
operand? here suggested is the only one within reach,
nor is it assumed to be the best possible ; I merely
wish to show that the proposal made in article 1.
(August 15th), is practicable and not difficult of execu-
tion,

We have alteady all the machinery in existence we
need, and that s a greatdeal, Nothing sevolutionary
13 contemplated, nor aced there be any derangement

pretensions as others do, ‘they ought to insist that } of any established usages of our Charch. The Home

Mission Committee and the respective Presbyteriey
interested hare only to work in unison ts effect
all that i{s now proposed. The former meets a
presant twice a year, when It passes under review
tho financial aspect of all supplemented charges, and
also occasfonally makes appolntments of ordained
missionatias to outlying posts.

Suppote, then, that this same committee bo en.
trusted with the additional work of appolnting all the
men to supplemented charges or other weak fields,
where such oppointments are agre=d upon ; this would
occur twlce a year by the Home Misston Committee,
Then, if tetween the half yearly meetings of said com.
mittee any Presbytery should find it necessary to
make a like appolniment, it could do so by virtue of
Its own Inherent rights, Thus, were tha Home Mg
sion Committes and the several Presbyteries to work
hand in hand In this matter, the proposed schems

could be simply and effectively carried out.  Nos areq

any suspicion be entertained that too much powg .

would be enttusted to the Home Misslon Commines
In this mactesr, for what s the Home Mission Commn.
tes but a condensation of Presbyteries for businey
purposes, whoss members are the several delegaty
appointed by the respective Presbyterles, whosa .
structions they are sent to carry out?

But it may b2 asked, How shall Presbyteries and
the Home Misslon Committee know what men an
avallable for seitlement as proposed, and what .
gregations? Aonswer . First, Let a column be secored
in THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN, and also In the
“ Record * (paid fot of couise), In which shall appex
weekly In the former and monthly in the late: a hi
and correct list, {a) of all vacancies in out Charch—~
the sapplemented charges distingulshed by ihe e
“S"added, L, of all Ycentiates and ninisters #ity
post-cffice address) who wish settlement, in whater
form. Sach lists would be aseful beyond tte imimn
diate gurpose now in view. Second,- When ths
Heme Mission Committee meets In fall and sprg
Jet a full list of all places to be filled, and of all e

| men available, be before It, and forthwith the g
over theland would b= filled up, at l2ast a goodly som.
ber waald be.  The prediction may be safely hasudd
ed that, on the whole, the appointments thus mads
would give better satisfaction than at present resth
frcm a similar number of calls ; for proof, see the ap
poiniments of students to mission fields, and of o
dained missicnasies to Midland, Farry Sound, etc.

If in the jodgment of wite and experienced menn
our Church the method now proposed of canying m
the scheme is not the best possible, I hope that ag
divergence of opinion on this point will not prevenia
favourable consideration being given to the whok

pait that present defects cannot beamended.

posal 1n question, .f carried out, would, besides all ke
advantages named in former articles, benefit our work
in the North-West not a little, and in this way . Me
would accept appointments to that distant field w}s
do not now, if they knew that on their retumn to On
tario two or three years hencs; should they fiad &
necessary to returp, they could at once enter opa
some field of labour here and get a home for tkex
family, without the ordeal of candidating for balla
year or more. The Methodist missionaries have thy
| advantage when any one returns, and this greaty

lightens the task of an appointment to the North
West. Give our men two strings to their bow ason
Methodist cousins have, who have gone out there a2d
it will not be so d fficult to find recruits, X thank jos,
M. Editor, for the generous space afforded for thes
artticles. The great importance of the subject itsel,
and its far reaching bearipgs are apology for occupy
ing so large a place in your columas.

Lindsay, Sep., 1883. Jauzs Hastie.

P, S.—Itis only proper to add that the omissiondf
any scheme for the settlement of sirong and selt-sop
porting congregations is intentional on the writer's
part. To attempt too sweeping a change at once
would be to accomplisk nothing,

Peu & peu, * litle by little,” in this matter. Onthe
principle that weak folk and sickly need more tecd:
ing and earlies than whole and robust natures, itis
here proposed to first attend to the ailments of o
“ supplemented " charges, and self supporting onts
which do not rise above $750 stipend,

Then, when by and by the benefits of this nev
de;-artrro have become widely patent, largsr cosgre
gations will get thelr eyes opened to the folly of bear

I may be permitted to say in closing that the pro |

matter under discussion, nor gender a feeling of des:




