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OUR COLLECT.'OiV.

Most readera will îbink tîsîs a ver>' seasonable but
a very prosaîr lieating. For there is no hautr af nighi
or day wliea oui- Cbunch ;s nlo, in necti ai niont>' for
saine scberne ar cîber. Fcîr ditys pais i ituîout sonie
episîle, prnned oi- wrîttea, iri-i ng ai the manses ai
oui- innisters, aIl weigliteîl wih the sainet burtica -
muan>' I inai- maney .Andi %e are ir fronti joiing
ln tise vulgar outcry agaînat these dcinands. Money
muai bc bil. If it dots not pour in sîîontameoîisiy,
our ausîhablo and enci-geia secteîai-ieî, conveacrs, ct(.,
Mnust do ail ibey cati ta stîiniulite tise st,.%v of chnrity.
Suîre we are that ibe>' do sbeir work ably andi wcll.
Blut we cannai avohd tise impression Limai oui- titît lias
a mast pi-aic sounti. AIl ai us have isat tise feeling
aller lîatening ta an eloquent scrun-ob, that tisai
boniId collection could bc hert oui to.nigbt : WVben
pressing ibm careless ante iorldly ta go aiong wlth
us, we bave sutidenl>' recollected, ibe collections and
pew renta, and atm- éloquensce lias îaaîcbow beca less
enrgeiic la consequence.

And yeî ht was nai always thus. WVba tbm iribea
camne pouring in wlth jewels anti gold anti silver, wilh
ail and incense, with cost>' draperies aad fine wood,
for tise service of the sar.ctuary, there woo- na taucli ai
the pi-osac ta isar the beaut>' of ibm picture. WVbcn
thse offeringa ai tht early Chnistiana were bi-augbi
solemnly it tht churcis ons tht Lort's day, and de-
posicd upon or beneatis the Loid'a table ai them nosi
impressive moment ai the service, no ont thought i
prosalc. And wo know baw te chanit> ai cati-e
Cbmistendom was inflameci durîng the ci-tsaties, and
when tht splendid caibedrais oi E~urope werc being
erected in the Middle Ages. WVe know bow n
burmed witb a sacred thi-at, fiai ior gold, but for part-
ing with gow.

It migbî bu wonth whie ha a paper ai a difl'erent
klnd (rani tis ta ma-aXal marnie of thse causes xhcb
bave led people ta look upan tht colloctkons watb sa
mucis disfavour Jr indiffereace. We îhink thc chie
cause afit hi as buta that the Loi-dsa offcmring ias
ceased to bu an important part ai Chrisian service.
Itis takea ai tise door and iben huddlcd away fn tht
vestr>' or session bouse ii alter service. WVe hear
anisec fiamore of-it. Hence our- people have ceased.
ta fcel Usatitî bas a synibolical sigaificance, synîboliz.
ing tht sacrifice itsel upon thse aitar- tht coasecra-
iens of ourselves anti ait tisai we bave ta tht service
ai the Redeemer, of whîcli canseci-ation ilsese offer.
ings are a symbol, a far too inadequate une. 1-uclu
good night bu donc if the affertony cauld bc matie a
public and solerain act ai worship.

In t meantime,, we (car a large proportion cf
Chrisiln people in aIt the churches look upon the
collection box niosi ulovingl>'. They'feel asifsount-
bow people sbould fiai bc taxed ion religion. Ttiey
would gîve lai-gel>' ta sartne case cf sevcrc pavent>',
would respoad ta an appeal for sornie splendid mis-
sionar>' enterprise, but aaîbing tbai cai bc said or
doc wiIl awaJcen and kecp alive an entbusiasun wliich
shaîl bu brigbî anti respoasive ever> Loi-d'a day.
And ycî mnt> ss tht sînews ai uvar mn religiaus as
weil as ins political or nîhlitar>' cumpaigna. Oui- Lord
lias loft behind Hi fia modt ai advanciag Has Gos-
pel whicl shahl dispense wiîis bine fan the labourer,
passage mont>' for missionaries, fundi for building
cburcbes, cahleges, baspials, tc. Xi nia> sen a
strange tbing ibat His kmngdom sbouli i-est on suds a
nialerial subs:i-atuun. Surely, saine wiUlsa>', Chstian
teel and enterprisc would find sartie way oi daing their
wark, îbough flot a penny flowed int thet im'asuriea
ofithe Cburch fur a century. But mark, if the work
were donc, marie> would bave to bu spent and sacri-
fices incurred b>' saune ont. XI would n-ot flow ir.io
an>' public treasur>', but it would have ta llow front tht
pcckt oi a tbousand privat individuals, and pro-
bably fair mrua- would bc rcqui-ed than ai pi-scrnt.
Oui- organizaioas enable.ustiot onl>' ta consccrate aur
efforts, but ta do tht work more cheap>'. But whcn
we sa>' tise Churcis -tests on a substratumi ai cash, tisai
wiihout moue' lier cnterpiîse would bu paralyzed
and ruined, we. are far front admitting ibai i res on
a ineial subst.ratum. The xnaney is tht exponient
ai pnofound rtlious conviction. Xi is a vast sacrifice
whicb the Chtircli offcrs ever>' ycar ta fir F9under.
ht is :aa annual triumpih ai Chnistianit>' ta bu atbie ta
extract mo magny millions froun mon andti wamcn wlio,

but (or ltrInfluence, wouId beai sordit! as their neigh.
boucs, ta redeeni front the bascst to t-he nablest uses a
portion or thse vit suls whlch fI spent every ytar upon
the gratIficAtIon of low passions andi frîvolons pro.
penalties. Thatla, nlwa>s presutsmlng ihat-,et noney
has been givea by the right people, ln thé rlght pro.
portion, lit the proper spirit, and that legilmato
nîcîthoila have been useti ta gathcr It ln.

i. %Wc reasseri the princIple sa often (orgoten-the
Lo-d'a %York by the Lord'a people. Thse Loi-d'a ciller-
ing froiho Loi-d'a pèoplc. lileve- only cati give
10 the cause of Chilst wlth conslstency, wiib cnttrq
satistaction, ivith prnycr that their gifta rnny bc blessed.
Most nccurset! ia that Churci, we n.l fcel, Wilch sub.
sisis upon rnoncy wrung by ineans of taxeCs or tilte
(ran% an adverse, perbaps ani Intidel, polîiatlari. iAsd
flot less accurscd la the dissenting Church wicls de-
pends upon tIse pampous patronnge oa ( ew rich men
who, givc with a grudgc nnd give with tise Intention cf
getting batk theiu mogncy's worth ln reputatlan or hs
fluence. Such a sîr'te ni mattra may be 1îronounced
Impossible, but we have acea ugly mympionis ai sorne'
thing very like it. '%V do not say tiàr '4-. mian who
lit not a professing Chrisian shouit! bring bis gift ta
tbe aliar, lItIs ta be rcjected. "Thse snoncy la not
heretici," as the witty friar sal!! ta tise Amerîcan tour.
lit wbca hie taid htlieh was a bcrcic. ilut woe ta
the Chutch which depends ta any greai extent upon
selflsh. warldly men. Not less degsriding is it whels
irequcat appeals have ta be muade ta a careless and
rnocklag public, ln the ihape oi soirec, popular lec-
tures, entertainments, etc. WVe wondcr what the
ilpnsties would have sald if they had foreseen that ihe
finances of tbristian congrégations would be sup-
plcrnenied ln tbis way, thât the warm tide af Chrisian
benevolence, flowing in impercepibly and without
effort, %vas ta be superscdcd by a general nicannes
whicb sbouit! Icave holy ibings and hoiy men ta the
cold sneering charity of the world. 'More upon this
part oi oui- subject we dare flot permit aurselves ta
speair. Let Christian sacicties take upon tbemscîvei
no liabilities chat the>' bave not a reisonable prospect
oi mleetingi and wbile thai liability exists, leti h be
feli as a personal debi restiag upon each lndividual of
tbat saciciy. Let us act witb tise caut ion irnplied in
ibe firsi clause oi ibm above sentence, and Iei us try t6
stimîalate the honsurabIe sentiment Implièd in the
second, and we shouid soon bear less oi th-- diflicul-
lies ia Ch.risian fina;nce.

:. Good people sholild give in goot! measure. Pro-
bably there are ver>' few in any congregation whb
have ever taken the trouble ta make an inquir>' i
thei affaira and ta ascertain how rnuch, they oughî ta
give ta the bout-- af God. Till ibis is dane, haw cani
a man say bie is glving in gond measure? Ht nMay be
giving too much or tlob hie, In ehîher casebhe is
doing wrong. ht is right that ci'ery mani shauld as-
certain wbat proportion ai ibe expenditure of the
Church Nais ta his share. Divide ihe total sumi
wanted annually b>' aur membership, anud wre believe
the quotient would bc a suai ibat mast ai aur ment-
bers could raise if the>' chose. Now, if ta a large
incarne raised ia ibis way, as a voluntary tax, withosli
euîrtaty, wibaut conmpulsion, witbout deputations, we
%vcre ta add ail givea over and above their due share
by the rich and benevalent, wbat a glacions financial
position we should ýoccuipy 1 Our Church might thern
pas on wiîlîout [car ta occupy new ground and wirs
(resh laurels. Till ibat is dont, aur pragrswill be a
scrarnble, not a general advance, and aIl aur move-
tutnts h.tnperzd by a discreditable me: jncss.

.3. Ler good people give in a good spirit. It !s a
melancboiy faci that many ai aur churches mîustihave'
a tea meeting once a ycar ta raise tht iunds7 flot be-
cause it will do good, but because the rnerberswould
flot give a iarm.ing di>sselly. Tbey mius% give in ibis
vulgar ostentatiauis way. They Must hatve a guidjoro
qiuo for iheir mont>'in ha e shape ai a aewspaper re-
part next morning, with the riantes of Mýesdames A,
B, C, and 'Misses D, E, F, duiy recorded. Xi iý said,
ruoreovcr, thai frcquently the cburch is the loser ta
tht extnt of set trai pounds 6y ibis desire for notar-
iety. They would have had faîr moré ruant> ini hand,
if ýhey ha'. ail siaîp!y la! 'd down thecir contribu.

tinai solid cash upan thc tâble. Now is flot ibis a.
Motdegrading stt fmat * ersinaCuc ; or?

Would il fiat bc fair botter for such a congregario
simpiy ta Iessen ils expsndiure, recluce. the salaries,
if recd. bý, thai pander to such an unchrijstian spirit?
WVe fcar tht wisoie system.o( idÈr6ia finnce iý hibi
country tends ta (osier tht vice of osten6atin. lix-

steat: ai Christian in beimîg sitryoutiy aîsxlouàt t
çonctal their chailes, thcy are anxlous tu proclafm
thm ta tiseworld. lit îsaclychurcises thme minister la
soaon matie aware af the fact that Scand-so and Sc.
and-se, tre the min supporta of the congrepion.
%Vhat rlbt bas3 ho ta know ibis, If tbese, ten or their
fiid ts observed cur Saviques prece pi? Dots flot
thé myttetsî of etenalyproclimfrsg ta the world lista
ai conîrlbttrs ta aur scsemnea sîlmulutte til un-
beaiîhy aieoainatterg? Theti, twhat a <u»ra Is made,
aitén by mînîsicra who ought ta knaw butter, lia rlcb
man glves a latte tuni for sanie special purpote - wnti
endiess rrétnce ta thse (act, wbat trurnpetin about
Il ln apeeclieit and leporta. WVouid It sic be beiter If
in wc.uIit drap thrir glit Int the treasury en'd lei no
anc bottiewtiseroai ? li hnot eîsaîghIf God knaws
about lt? l'li rlght spirit iii which ta gîve lsihxi af
humiliy. A man shouid (cet that whers fie ha% glvtri
mos!; lie bai givea fia moto than 'h o ught tu bave
done. WVe greatly (cr thai If ail tht unheailhy stimu-
latis ta Christian liberality miow ln vogue wete wlth-
drawvn, a gaod rnany wotild wîtbtiravw thelt subscdpi-
ilons. Thiîe would nal give in the dark, even thaiigh
tise cyt of Goti made i luminous. But wbat ai tia?
A bléssing would rest an wbat wat gîvén, aisd )hy.
and.by Christian men would begin to flnd a positive
luxur>' la secret benevclence. Certaiaiy Erîglant! ai
tise preseni UInie wauld seent ta be thse lait country' la
the %vorld for maklng auch an experlmtat. 'Yau cani-
fiai pass along a sîreet la any towa 1wIthout sceing
advcntiséments wblcb provo that the Christian public
no more rmalice tlieur responsibillty for thIlr ovin debis
iban they do ibeir responsiblîîy for tisi of te
Empero- ai China. lt la considered rather a cisival-
roui tblng îbaa oilhcrwisc ta bulld a linge chapel and
live it -àitb a huge debi ta successive generations ai
2ialf.starvcd minisiers and grumbiag and dwindling
congregatîons. Wnon we rèad cf the tum':kstaous
applause wiîh wbicis tbe tneasurces sheet I recelved
at the large annual gatherings, we sornetires wlsh
that sauné superhumaut intelligence, somo Aimodeas,
cauld firai discaver and tîsca iai-rate how each par-
ticular penny was gatbered la. Haw saui the bloated
sum total wauld orten appear la ihu" cyes ai ihase wbo
lookr ta tihe miive as well as ta thé sum given. And
yet bati as thingg are, tbey tire gettlng warse, we bc-
Ilote. Our Cburch must look ta ber banda and try Ia
keep ibeun dean. Let us abolisi tis parade ai
benevolence; Iei us bave voluatary contributions ln
the strict stase of tht words; Iei aur people be made
ta understaad thai we cati do withaut their mont>'
rallier than give tbcmn an équivalent for It lin tise shape
oets and concetts. No doubi such asystcun woumid
entail lasses and sacrifices ai first, but, we bellevè, it
wautd resuli la an ultimate sticcets. Xi výouI 1 bc a
gloriaus thing ta be pcÏnted ai as a Cisurcis whoase
mrnbers gave as a duty, gave as a pflvilege, PvC
withbut buing askcd. The besi isen ln all the
Churchès fte! that the prescrat condition af. things la
intoierabie and cannaitlasi long. Peoplewholsave to
bc perladicall>' whipped up ta give will soon b. bu-
yonid thse reach of surit a procas3. They Will go te
theîr awn place. We have Wai many wvortbless re-
vivals in England ai late years; whe la the mans
,wbo whll revive itse dead s'entiment ai Christian bonu-
auri te bond hert aihousapd4s otprofessing Christ'iauis,
and succeed in malcbsg themt iel tsat the debts cithe
Churich are the!- <lcbs?-London Ûfr«kly Revww.
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ta i telght ins whi wclook at thmework we bave

mere drudger or a dcsirable service Severe tati-
cise anid scaaty taxe itemr ver>' difftent ta a yosùng
juan, when iîty arc thé acecessit>' ai poverty, fi-cM,
wlîat tht>' scai wben bc is ins îiaing for a collkge
boat race, Ia one case hc ibini-s af bis deprivations ;
in tht otîser afi4i hope ai glat îraunupÈ.. Thti détails
ai cvery.day busitipai ini a cauning.raooh are one
îbing ta a cle-k; wha bas fia thbpt beyomsd earniag
his wagcm, and' quitte anç'tlsr tiîin,& t a prtier ia tfi
bouse wýho expecis ta "0ak a fortune tbrouRli atten-
tion Io tÉls e de!ails. Amà wben a* cIerk is firèU wiih
ambition ta provýe hinisei se tssefu ibet that lie also
lh3II becomne a patiýner, tise M?re 4e lbas* ta do Jie
botter. What is treaml sîepptng ta ils comipanions
is >Iacàdé-cl!irkisg t0 his. toiIing up a mo uni.ain
aide is wcirisomic work ta aîqe wlo tbinks oui> ofikh

r~agedpai axtl~ c!eeress4ùarosndiags ;' btit it i
*r an spiriing effott ta the enthusias' è loveraio nature


