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From the Lendon Spectator,
mrﬂw BEST'S EACGHSIUNS 1N ALUANIA AND ASUENT OF THE
DANUBE.

quu'tvrcd at Corfu on t! e Stafl’ of the Goveruor of the
onian Islands, Captain Dest and several of his brother-
ers wete in the habit of frequently making excursions
W the maml.md of Al'viia.  Thinly, nay scarcely peopled
Lawampy, covered with bush, and closely set with furest—
pithout preserve ot poachers,—the country affords fatiguing
ort, and the sportsmen is exposed to cold and privation.
tporksmen, it appears, do not go alune, but in large

rode past them, was positively marvellous. The plain must
be marshy in winter; but the whole of it might be easily
kept dry enough for cultivation by a few cross-dikes, the
parts whict. are cultivated bring drained effectuaily in that
manncr.

On passing one very magnificent picce of wheat, I ob~
served incidentally to the surrigee, that it was in fine cone
dition ; and asked if he knew to whom it belonged. * How
could he tell " was his reply ; ¢ any one that can affurd to
watch and guard it may sow wherever he pleases; and when
the time of harvest comes he may reap it if it has not been
after the fashion of our battues, or in companics of | stolen befure that; and then some one perhaps sows there
ree or four., the next year, and the man who has had the crop sows some=
But Captain Rest had a higher ambition than shooting | where else.” * Then Iam to understand that the land be-
odcocks or even a wild boar. He had read of travels, longs to no one, and that any one may plough or sow where
od he longcd to be a traveller himself; so, with leave of | he pleases ?" said I, somewhat surprised. ¢ How can the
wence in his pocket, he first made a journey to Janina,  land belongto any one " usked in reply the equally astoaish-
eapital of Ali Pasha, and next a larger pilgrimage on  ed Albanian.  * If 1 sow corn there, the corn is mine, 3f
back, not unlike part of Childe Harold's ; crossing the, you sow, it is yowrs, if I sec good grass there, I feed my
dus range, roaming over the plains of Thessaly, and  horses, or sheep, or oxen, if I have any , and acy other pe: -
wough the vale of Tempe to Salunica, whence he steamed | son may do the same. but the land is not mine.” ¢ But
LConsiantinople.  After sceing the sights of the capital, ; to whum then does the Jand belong?  May I comeand turn

ing to Corfu by way of Vienna and Trieste .
ative of his adventures closes at Pest.
“To high literary merit Captain Best makes no preten-
jons: his mind is not of a philesophic or reflective east,
he had not much opportunity, in the half barbarous and
peopled lands he travelled through, of exercising his
ofessional knowledge, though what little there was be dues
wtlet pass,  But if nut a first-rate traveller, Captain Best
3 very pleasant and unaffected one. clear and distinct in
descriptiors of scenery and customs, animated in his
ount of incidents, and not hieavy orlong drawn out in his
tive; whilst by noting every-day practices and deserib-
3 them minutely, he conveys a betier idea of the still life
od habits of the people than many moure ambitious travels
The weakest parts of lis buuk are when he quits the
et in hand to grapple with the destinies of nations., It
puy be true that the beauty and fertility of the country in
Plbsnia and Thessaly, compated with the paucity of inhabi-
s, veflect strongly upon the oppression of the Govern-
jent-—and the frequent ruins of classical times bear testi-
2y to the number of people it formerly maintained ; but
F the Turkish Government is to be overthruwn for the
ueity of people compared with the soil, we do not know
Bat others would be particularly secure.
‘That the facts ou which Captain Best founds his infir-
ses ave true enough, may be gathered from many descrip-
s, Hoere is one:—
. TENURE OF LAND IN THESSALY,
Occasionally we passed a piece of maguificent rye, in full
it at that early season, with straw the longest T ever saw
hmy life; while the number of wild pigeons that kep
pastantly rising out of these and other felds of corn, as we

but the

ot tourist ascended the Danube to Pest, in a steamer, , out vour flucks, or sow seeds where you want to sow 2

* Of course you may, if you can; but if I sow corn tlwrc
or feed my flocks there, 1 take good care to guard it, and
not let you.”

The following iy a curious picture of an unsafe country.
CONVENTS OF METEORA, THESSALY.

We continued to fullow the course of the Peneus through

a magaificently -wauded country for about four hours more;

when we found ourselves in the midst of these huge con-

glomerate rocks, which seem quite alive with convents,

Some are buil. on the summits of sugar-loaf- hlq‘{\od«:.
others about ha'f-way up the faces; but all most c.:rkfully
constructed in situations apparently inaccessible, and in
which they seem tohave been placed by enchantment, for it
is difficult fo conceive how the materials requisite for their
conggruction could have been carricd up the sides of almost
perpendicular rocks several hundred feet high, or how a
sufficient footing could have been gained at the summits of
the aliost pointed ones, on which some of the convents stand,
to place the machinery for raising up the foundation-stones.

These buge racks cover a space of about one mile and a
half in length and of a varizble width. They are a kind of
soft conglomerate, with sea-pebbles and shells in great quan-
titics; but they show evident marks of the effects of time
and weather on a not very solid kind of stone.  Besides the
convents, there are houses i all directions in and under
these rocks; to all of which the access is, as to the convents,
by = rape-ladder, which can be drawn up at plessure, ot by
some most impracticable steps cut in the solid rock. * *

The convent we were about to visit was the Agios Ste~
phanos, which is one of the highest. Leaving our horses
at the foot of the hill, we reach:d, after about a qusster of
an hour's hard climbing, a spot where, on looking tip, we



