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.’;m ACGRICULTURAL FAIR, Kents would not be o until the lalter’end of the summer, TQO
mer, 58 YWeare ploased to hest of tho exertions making by the Dart. advantage which Le received was that of making two cetusns an his

*RERwth Agricultural Society to advance the improvement of the| pastures’ .
nd o3 . L ' s

tand ships over which its influence extends. There can be no] Great improvement has been offi 'c(cdlm the :ysletln of sheep !n'x;-
tion Wfastion that, while gencrously suppotted, such Socieies contribute handry since that time, and other lncst s of sheep have m_l!('\t:u y
ice B e £apid smpruvement of every district in which they aze estabe | advanced.  Between sume of them and the Leicesters it would ose

d; and we doubt ot that the petivd 1s not far distant when
" B¢ beavtiful Lowaships of Dartmouth and Preston, will exbibit
tice xnflBl leasing fanture of impraved cultivation, Nutices have aleady
Bhes circlated of a Ploughing Match, which 1s to be held at the
ly cultivated Farm o% Me¢., Joha Farqunarsgn, at P'reston, on
Suaday the 4th day of Octaber next, which it ivexpected will
dice & spirited cumpetition ; and on the 10:h November a show
Cattle will take placa in the Town of Dartmouth, whea the
ird of those most appraved of by tne judges, will receive the
tive prizes, under the rules cstahlishej at & previous meeking.
#dditlon o the gratification every one

ttilityy
ivinged
aty,
don interested i the welfare
Hihe countey must feel in witnessing the well directed excrtions of
Bt Soclety, we Linve much pleasura in stating that it is the wish of
nl gentlemen to avail themselves of the opportunity, affurded
#) b wpproaching exhibition, to cstablish & regular Cattle Fair
te Town of Dartmouth, where, at sta.ed periuds in the Spring
Fall; not only animals but cvery other deseriptivn of Agilcul-
praduce, may be exhibited for sale. Those exhibitions nre
mon in other counttivs, the buyer and scllers by mecting at the
od agreed on, sive to cach uther much time, travel and expense,
For the purpose of commencing thiy usclul system we are desired
tite that a convenicnt Ficld and Barn near the lower Bridge o
Canal have been provided by Mr. Wiiliam Foster, fur the ex.
Wiition of the animals raised by members of the Soeicty, and that
I prepared to make arrangements wii those linving Catile for
e, Lo have them properly attended to, fed, and exhituted, on such
s a3 may be considered reaconable.  ‘“I'he attention of Farmers
iding o the Eastern section of the County is particularl
fed {o the above communication, and it is also intimated that
oeintending to avail themselves of this mode of disposing of their
sperty, should make their arrangements during the cusuing
Bth of Oztober, and have the Cattle on the ground a day of two
Bceriolss to the 19th November next.  Several Ayrshire Cattle, of
S pure snd cross hreeds, we learn, are already entered for sale at
e Pair,— Communicated
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THE NEW LEICESTER SHEEP,

B8 ‘T Leicester sheep were never favourites with the butclier, be.

R they had little loose inside fat. It has been well said that
o tllow is-a kind of boori ‘which, if not forthcoming, j.roducesa
mppointment that the butcher cannot brook.”  Ttodght, never-
Mieless, to-have been recollected that the smallness of the hiead, and
gb thinriess-of the pelt, would in some measure eounterbalance the
zsof tallow: that there is that about the Leicester sheep which
wld fully make amends to the buteher for the diminution of offul,

styirigmely, the property of ‘weighing considerably more than the ap.
;ofngggestaneé of the animal would indicate; and that this very diminu.
oo BB off the offul, whatever the butcher may think of it, is advan.
d el E008 t0 the grazier, for it shows a dispusition to furm fat out.
S 8xggnrlly, and is uniformly accompanied by a tendency to quickness
buh B improvement.
musgll 5t must also be canceded that the New Leicester sheep hasa
o ualler quantity of bone in proportion to its weizght than is to be
Wound in’ any othier breed, a circumstance highly advantrgeous to
adu e consuimier, althoigh, inmore ways than one, it may flut be s0
#eUiofiable to the butcher.
wrk @ Thire is another good quality in the New Leicesters of essential
:d feportance, namely, their early maturity.  They are sooner pre-
uied for the butcher than any other deseription of sheep, and the
Qpotive left ready for other purposes, This was undeniably the
cort K 'Whvx}'they were first introduced. It was a point which, for
roondl Ny years afterwards, their most prejudiced enemies could not
b‘:’ ey, Mr. Pr:g’g‘, in'his T reatise on Sheep, gives a satisfictory
ok fulh"al!'on’of this, «In the spring of 1306 I ealled upon the Earl
o “Thanet; in-Kent, io.order to view his breed of sheep . his Lord-

Qlip- iy for gfiving éverybreed n candid trial e then had the

t': J¥ew: Leicestérs, the South Down, and the Romney Marsh breeds
Y thie, He'informdd me that the Néw Leicester breed suited

" purpose fuF better than any of the others, fur they were ripe for

casionally e a neck and neck race, ot the old favourites might now
and then b Yeft hebind ; but, as a general rule, and all clreum.
stances being oqual, the New Leicester sheep will 791 the start of
their competitors, and they will not be left behind, although deaver
nl\d,motc stimulating foud than uscd to Le alluwed is given to their
rivals,

The New Leicesters, however, are not without *heir faults.
They are nt, cven at the present day, so prolific ss most other
brieds.  This was too much ovetlooked in the tima of Bakewell
and his immediste fllowars,  Their object was to priduce & lamb
‘hat could e furced on 8o as to be ready, at the earliest gossibla
period, for the purpates of breeding or of slaughter, and therefore
the production of $wins was not anly unsought after, hut was re.
garded as an evil. It was consideredd that, during the peried of
seatation, few cwes would be able to biting to their full ftal growth
two ruch lamhs as the Leicestershire breeders derited to have, The
fact, alto, which, if they had eerfously thought of the matter, must
have appenred to be unavoidable, too soon hegan to be evident, vis.
that when the cnergies of the system were systematically directed
to one puint—the accumulation of flesh and fat as carly and to as
great an extent as possible~ there must be a deficiency in some
other point; and the Leicester tups were not such sure lamb getters,
and the ewes were not so well disposed for impreguation, and the
ectetion of milk was not so abundant as in other breeds,  When,
huweser, the cuntest fur the highoat character asa tup.hrecder, apd
the bighest price fur the letting of the tups, was somewhint passed
over, and the Leicesters were submitted to the usual routine of
sheep busbandry, they hecame better breeders and better nurses.

¢ was likewise, and not without reason, ohjccted to them that
their lambs were tender and weakly, and unalile to hear the occa-
sivnal inclemency of the weather at the lambing season,  Thisalso
was a hecessary cumsequence of that delicacy of form, and delicacy.
of constitution tco, which were so sedulously cultivated in the
Leicester sheep,  The circumstance of their indisposition to aceurs
tnulate fat internally was however much in their favour here.  Had
they “ died as well,” or, in plainer language, contained as much fat
within as their external appearance bespoke,.there would have been
1o room for the growth of the little one, end its puny form could
unot have endured the slightest iinrdship.

The last objection tn the New Leicester sheep was the neglect
and dificicncy of the flecce; but this has already been hinted at.
Tt was a great obfection in the early histury of the improved breed.
The weightand quality of the flecce were not merely, as they should
be, somewhat secondary considerations, but they were comparatively
diwregarded.  There is little cause, however, fur complaint at the
jreseut period. The woul las considerably increased in length,
aud has improved hoth in fineness and strength of fibre; it averages
fiom Gto7 lbs. the flecce, and the fibje varies from five to moro.
than twelve inches in Jength, It is mostly used in the manu-
facture of serges and carpets.

The principle value of the New Leicester breed consists: in the
improvement which it has effected in almost every variuty of sheep
that it has crossed, A rapid glance at the districts that have
passed in review will afford satisfactory proof of this, as it regards
the short.woolled breed.  The Leicesters had nothing to do with
the original formation of auy of them, for cach grew 6ut of the
situation in which it was placed : but they have fornied useful arid
improved vorieties with most of them, and in various-instancesa
cross with them lins superseded the native breed.

They have nothing to do with the formation of South Downs,
and the eatly crosses with them were not successful.  The activity
and the hardiboud of the Sussex sheep weie to a certain degree
impaired, and the wool was lengthened, weakened, and could po
longer be used in the manufacture of cloth: but whena complete
revolution had teken place in the character and uses of the British
~hurt wouols —when a finer and a better wool than the Soutii Downs
ever pr duced was brought into the market, and rapidly suprrseded
that of British. growth—when, inpoint of fact, the South Down
wool was driven from its old matkets, and had to scek new and
perfectly different ones, mang farmers. zreluctantly and hesitatingly

be shughter-house ib Apiii; whereas the South Down and the

at first, began to cross the South Down ewe with the Leicoster



