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combataut.  Affairs- being wrranged, and the day

Memoir of thecelebrated Mr. James Crichton general-
1y designated * THE ADMIRABLE CRICHTON."
Concluded.

But this tide of popular applause was not without
itscorrosponding eddy. Mortified ut being foiled by
this yaul[:l'ul stranger, many, oven among tho learn-
od, cnvied both his fame and merit, and did not
liesitate to resott to artifices, which, they imagiaed,
would lossen bis reputation. Crichton was not ig-
norant of these [ 5 and, ious of his
own transcendent abilities and _attainments, he re-
solved to give all who were inclined to detract from
his merit, a convincing proof of his decid

pp ed, the whole court isscmbled to witness the
issuo of this singular couflict. In the comwence-
ment of this eucounter, Crichton staod wholly on
the defensive; while his antagonist ussailed him
with such eagerness and fury, that ju a short time
he became exhausted. Lhis Crichtoun soon per-
ceived; and availing himself of the opportunity, at-
tacked him in return, with so tnuchskill and resvlu-
tion, that he was unable to withstand the assault.
The weapons with which they fought were rapiers,
then but newly brought into use; but so far had
Crichton made himself master of this instrument of,
death, that he ran his antagonist through the body

riority. He therefore caused u imper to be fixed on
the gates of St. Jobn's and St. Paul’s Churches, in
which he offered to prove before the university, that
‘both Ariitotlo aud his followers had fallen into al-
most inuumerable errors; and that the latterhad
failod in explaiving the philosophy of their master,
and had erred in their application of his princip)
10 theological subj o d

g 3 gaged, likewise, to
refute the theories of several mathemautical profes-
sors ; offered to dispute with any one on all the sci-
ences: and promised to answer whatever might be
proposed to him, or objected against what heshould
advance. -All this he engaged to do, either inthe
common logical way, or by numbers and mathema-
tieal figures 3 or, incase his antagonists should pre-
fer it; in no less than one hundred sorts of verses.

The men who had been secretly contriving how
to undormine his reputation, beheld this challenge
with ‘strange emotions. From the presumption
which it displayed, they flattered theselves witli an
‘easy conguest; but from the talents which Crichton
Jiad on gﬂ former occasions manifested, and his be-
ing constantly victorious; they beeam intimidated,
-and hesitated to accept the summons they had pro-
voked: They had, however, proceeded”too far to
votreat; and therefore nothing remained but for them
to collect their forces, and meet him agreeably to

NO. 6.

' cious that Crichiton was more in favour thun himself,
with a lady whom he pussionutely loved. In one
point, however, all who have recorded these trans-
actions mutually agree, namely, that Crichton lost
his life in this rencontre 3 but whether the meeting
was premeditated on the part of the prince and his
associates, or purely as accidental as it was ou that
of Crichton, wo have no means of ascertsining.—
‘T'he time when this disastrous_eveat took place, is
said, by the generality of his biographers, to have
been oarly in July, 1583; but Lord Buchau thwks
it 10 have happencd one year earlior. ‘Lhe differ-
cnce is still greater with rogard to his age, when he
was thus inuted. The de-
clare, that ho was killed in his thirty-secoml year;
but Impcrialis asserts, that he was only in his twen-

1 supe- three timog, and saw him fall dead at his feet. ‘The
pectators on | g this victory, uttered thun-
ders of king the earth d with

their united acclamations, And nllhougéh many pre-
sent wero much skilled in the“use of arms, they
united in declaring, ‘that they had ‘never soen art
grace nature, or nature second’ the precepts of art,
in so lively a manoer- as the evets of ths diy bud
exhibited before their eyes. ‘Crichton in the mean-
while, to prove that his genérosity was cqual to his
okill and courage, distributed the fifteen hundred
pistoles which he had won by his valour, among the
widows of the three men who had lost their lives in
fighting with the gladiator whom he had alain.
Ploased with thisbloody performance, the duke of
Mantua is said immediately to have chosen Crich-
ton as preceptor to his son Vixcentio di Gonzaga,
who is representsd as a youth of a turbulent disposi-
tion, and a dissolute life, This appointment was
pleasing to the court, and highly flatteriog to -the
vanity of the victor; who, 10 testify his gratitude,
and to, contribute to their diversion, is said to have
framed a comedy in which he l to ridicu}

ty 1; and in this he is confirmed by the testi-
mouy of Lord Buchan.

_'There is nothing marvellous in supposing that
tho tragical cnd of Crichton should excito a very
great, and very gencral lamentation. Sir Thomus
Urqubart says, that the whols court of Mzatua went
inte mourning for him and continued:so for three
quarters of-a_ year; that the epitaphs and elegics
which were composed on his death; some of which
were stuck upon his hearse, would excéed, if collect-
ed, the bulk of Homer's works: and that for a long
time afterwards, his picture was to be seen in most
of the bed-chambers and galleries of the Italian no-
bility, exbibiting- him on horse-buck, with a latico
in one hand and a bouk in theother. ‘Fhe sume
author, in giving a delineation of his cl ob-
serves as follows. * e gained the esteom of kings
and princes by his magosnimity and knowledge; of
noblemen and geutlemen, by his courtlinesr and
breeding; of knights, by his bunourable deportinent

the foibles, weaknesses, and dpfeéu of the 1

and preg of wit; of the rich, by his affability
and good fellowship ; of the puur, by his munificence

employmients in whictr-aficy Wers-eogaged.. The

compaosition was regarded, \as.one of the most in-

7eniom satires that was evqr made upon mankind.

n the performanee of this ¢omedy, Crichton is re-
d as e

+his pro
ing'l,qo place at" the time appointed ; that tho dis-
‘putations continved for three days; and that Crich-
ton, during the whole contest, supported his credit,
-and maintained his propositions with so much spitit
aud energy, and apparently with so little fatigue,
that he obtained, from an 1 of peo-
-ple, such acclamations and praises as were scarcely
ever before reecived by man.

Nor were the bodily powers, activity and skill,
of this ishing man less pi than those
energies by which his mind was distinguished. Of
these, also, he has given somo surprising proofs in
*his various exploits.

‘It happened much about this time, that a f;

. -Manutius informs us, that the meet-|¥

T g 06 less than fifteen charace
ters in his own person. Auiong the rest, he acted
the divine, the philosopher, the lawyer, the mathe-
maticiag, the physician, and the soldier, with such
an inimitable grace, that every time he appeared on
the theatre, he scemed to be 2 different persun.

But it was not long after he had sustained these
various in the dy which bo had
composed for public entertainment, befure he be-
came tho subject of a drcadful tragedy, which fur-
nished a melancholy oce. sion_for ) i

and Jiberality ; of the old, by his coustancy xud wis-
dom; of thie young; hy hiimivth-ane-pallantry ; of
the learned. by his universal hnowledges: of the sul-
diers, by his valour and courage; of the merchants
and artificers, by his uprigh ling and his y;
and of the fuir sex, by his bouuty aud handsomencss,

in which respect hie was a master-picce of nature.
Romautic as the accounts which we have gaven of
Crichton, and extravagant as the testimony of Urqu-
hart-may appear, they are rather augmented than
dimivished by the memoir of lmperialis, bis Ialian
biographer. ~ ¢ Ile was,” says this writer, * the
wonder of the Jast age; the prodigious production
of uature  the glory and ormament of Parnassus, in
dous aud unusal manner; and that, in the

It happened one night, during the time of cami-
val, as he was walking along the streets of Mantua,
playing upon his guitar, that be was attached by
six persons in masks, He immediately drow his

_gladiator, who, ia his travcls, had foiled the most
able fencers in Europe, and lately hilled three men
who had entered the lists against him, took up his
residcuce in Magta. The duhe, under whose pro-
miscd protection he had taken shelter, on finding
that hie bad afforded an asylum to a trouhlesome in-
mate, by whom the inhialutants were much aunoyed,
dud not hesitate to manifest his regret: but having
pledsed his word, which he could neither recall nor
violate, no way remained o release the public from
this sanctioned pest, but that of finding some person
who would darc to meet bim in single combat.

Crichton having been informed of the fact, in
on with its vari i s, vol
rily offered his services, not auly to drive the mur-

to defend | 1f; and soon convinced his
assulauts, that they had somcthing more than an
ordinary person with whom to contend.. In this
couflict, when they found they wero unable to stand
their ground, their leader, being disarmed, pulled off
Ins mask, and begged bis life, telling lim that he
was Prince Gonzaga his pupil. Crichiton, ou making

this discovery, fell upon _his kuces, and exp

§{ded asi

2 Ll
judgment of the learned world, hic was the phenix
of literature ; and rathera shining particle of the
diving mind and majesty, than a wodel of what
could be attnined by human judustry.  What caa
more exceed our comprchersioy, than that Crich-
tan,.in the 21st year of his age. should ba master
of ten differcot languages, and perfectly « * versed
‘... .L"' 1 ics. theol 23 {iterature,
and all othersciences?  Besides, was itevor heard,
in the whole compass of the globe, that to tkese ex-
traordinary cndowments of the mind, should be ad-

5

much concern for his mistake; alicging that what
ke had dune was ouly in his own defiuce, and that
if Gonzaga had any design upoun hislife, lic was al-
ways master of it. Having said this, he took his
sword, and holdiug it by the puiat, preseuted the
handie to the prince, who iistantly scceived it, and
with a degreo of barurous meauncss, thatwill al.
ways be associated, with his name, inimediately

derer fron Mantua, but to prevent his g in
any part_of Italy. He thercforo made & proposal
to fight him for fifteen hundred pistoles. The duke,
though angious to be delivered from histroublesome
intruder, ‘was unwilling that the valuable life of
Crich. n stiould be placed in competition with that
of such a atbasous adventarer. ~ But having heen
informed that' hic was as capallo of appeariog ‘in
feats of arms, as in ‘scieatific ‘disquisitions, e gave

stablied Crichton to the bedrt.

Ou tho causos which Jed 1o this brutal activu,
various conjectires have been started.  Some have
imagined, that it arose from the wortification of Lo
i“’f’ foiled, disarmed, aond discovercd, and Leing
obliged to beg for his life.  Others - have  supposed,
that it nas nothing more than the effect of « (I:'nulcn
frolic, in which the passions assanied the dominion
ovor reason. Avd ‘others-have intimated, that it

.Ins- conscut, that hie should. undertake to meot the; was the cffcet of jenlously, Genuiga being suspit

zular shillin feuciug, daucing, sivging, rid-
ing, and_in the of every gy ic art ?
Nature, in grief for the loss of the wonder she had
rmduccd, threatened never more to ccofer such
ionor upon mankind.”  Baylosays, that  Crichton
was one of the greatest pradigics of wit that ever
lived,” and Feiix Astolfus bears testimony to his
+ wonderful memory.”

As the vast leaniug and extraordinary alilitics
which bave been ascribed to Crichiton by hisbiogra-
phers scom to partake in no small degree of the
wmarvellous, it was neeessary 1o introduce the names
of such-authors as vouch for the authenticity"of tlio
facts which shey have recorded. How: far their
sentiments partake of the hyperbole, wo have-no
wieans of hnow ing with iodubitable certainty. Somo
circumstances thire are, whichdisfigure this lumin-
ous picture with visible shadows. Hiscomedy has
heen represeuted as *ouc of tho 1m0st ingeuious sa
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