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new locations, they did not neglect the means of
securing future comforts and profits

T'he late Colonel Land, who svttled in Hamilton
in 1794, told me years ago, that when he went to
Qrimslhy currying s wheat oun his back to get it
ground, he greatly prized & few scioos of grafted
trees, obtained there from older settlers than him-
self. To prepave for grafting, he sowed the sceds
of apples obitained from any quater, and in due tinn
plant d them out as orchard trees, and top-grafted
them as oppurtunity presented. Orehards of seeding
frng are not rare in several parts of the country
cven now.  Not to mention orchards, a great pro-
portion of whose frait trees bear natural fruit cven
in the neignbowrhood of Niagara, there ave the re-
muins of large orchards of natural fruit along the
shure of Luke Livie, from ~imceoe westward.

Francois Bub. I3sq., brought up from Montreal,
in 179, the tollowing v.rivties, which are pretty
geterally distridbuted in the south-west: Fammuse,
puncine grise (two varicties), Red Colville Roseau g
another called Long Roseau, the Bourrassa, and

one called White Colville, a sample of which the!

Frudt Growers' dssociation bad from Nova Scotia @
year ago, It was, however, BMr. James Dougall says,
“the wanter Pearmain ?

In the yeur 1835, mr. Dougall, one of our most
egteetne r divectors, and a vetran  horticul urist,
began to disscminate the finer varicties. Svme vears
after the late Dr. Beadle, St. Catharines, and Mr
Les ieof Toronto, introduced new and valuable sorts,

The advance of our horticuliure from smail be-
givnings to its present commnence, is altogether
within the memory of living men, The premicr
Horticultural Socicty of the United States, (I refer
to that of Cincinnatt) dates o ly bk to 1843 5 and
the gentleman, in whose house it was formed,
Robert nuchanan, Egq., still lives to gmee the Hor-
ticultural Socizty of that city, and to urge forward
by his cnthusiastic example all kinds of fruit cul-
ture,

Niagara and District have long been famous for
their finits  As the Old Capital—a military and
trading post its position brought munv casual
visitors and residents of varied tastes. The late
Hon, James Crooks was in the habit speaking in
cnthusiastic terms of the Count de Flahault, who
intruduced into Niagara both apples and pears from
France, From his stock much of the best fruits in
the Niagara and Hamilton Districts has arisen.
Indeed some of the best apples we have were brought
into notice by the Count.  ‘There is an apple of su-
perior excellence, which ought to be mention.d in
this conncction, and which unfortunately is not xo
well distributed as its merits warrant, I mean the
swayzic pomme grise. It was first introduced into
the Ningara District by Colonel Swayvzie and is one
of the bust, if not the very best apple known.  Its
eating, cooking, and keeping qualitics, attest its
excellence.

Mr. Crooks brought with him on his removal to
Flamboro! all the best sorts of apples grown at
Nisgara. From Flamboro’ as a centre, the finer
and then rarer sorts were quickly disseminuted
Alr, Crooks told me that people were in the habit
of coming long distances tv obtrin cuttings, of
which he wans no niggardly distributor. In an
mention of these carly times, we ought not to omit
the tribute that is due to horticulturists on the
other side of the Tline for their enthusiastic and
acute prosccution of the trade in fruit trees. Set-
tlers from that country in almost every corner of

our land, brought the taste and derire for fruit trees
with them, which had an early developement in
the Old Dominion and throug out the New Eng-
Iand States,  This fact is yet apparent among the
d-seendunts of  Americans now  naturalised in
Westorn Canada.  As a class they are still pre-
cemin nt f r their frait-growing, and taste for hor-
ticulture.

The progress of fruit-growing, of late years
among all classes, is wonderful,  Western, Canada,
is now loovked to as one of the great sources of yup-
ply for the Province of Quebee. 1t isan undocbted
fict that we are beginning to compete with them,
even in theic own market, for app es  Large ship-
ers forward great quantitics of apples to Montreal «
and to the City of Quebee  ‘This scason I had an
advantageous ofter from a fruiterer in Moutreal, for
any vari-ty of pears that would tuke the market,
whil the Bartlett was especinlly mentioned,  Hor-
ticulturists from the States declare that the apples
grown by our farmers in the Ningara District w 1l
successfully compete with any grown in any part
of New York State. This is as flattering as it is
remarkable, if we take into account the advanced
state of fruit culture in Rochestor, Lockport, Can-
andiagna and the other frait centres in that State.

It cannot be denied that the art bas reecived a
great impetus by the means cmployed for that por-
pose by the Irnit-Growers’ Association of Ontario.
Their records show the prinstaking cfforts made in
this divection.  The list of apples and fruits best
adapted to the different districts of our longitudi- -
nal conntry is valuable, aud might be made the
menns of greater good.  The soil and climate in-
fluences are so vavied that it is only Ly frequent.
comparisong that we can arvive at the knowledgo
of which fruit trees are best adapted to any par-
ticular locality. For example, varieties of fruit
trees that do admirably well in Hamilton, Grimsby
and Niagara, often produce poor und stunted frnit ab
no greater distanee that Toronto and further east.
Our Greenings are greatly superior to those grown
on the north shore of Lake Ountario. The Bald-
wins and Spys of Wellington Square and Stoncy
Creck ern scarcely be equalled an where.

This principle of adaptedness to a purticuiar lo--
calitv must yet form an important phase in future
operations of this Assoriation,

Penr culture, perbaps, has even made greater
strides than that of apples, because it is more re-
cent. It is true, indeed, that there is no want of.
individuals, who have been for years touched with
the fever of heart-culture  Mr Dougall, of Wind-
sor, years and years ago, went to the e.pense of
importing new and rare varicties from France.
H re and there his efforts and example have borne
fruit. ‘There is some fine fruit grown on the
northern shores of Lake Erie, which, in many in-.
stancer, can be traced to his nyrsery. St, Cath-.
arines and Niagara have been, p.rhaps, far ahead .
of othet parts of the country in the cultivation of,
tho old -r and finer varvictics of pear. Pears excel
on aluvinl deposits, Loty in the Old and New.
Worlds. Windsor and Niagara are striking ex-
amples of the remark.  The old pear trees in and
about Windsor are the wonder of visitors, and’
there are some 8 ¢ imens of poar trees at and near
Niagart not much behind the former in growth
and size.

The cultivation of the peach of late years has not
Lept pace with apple and pear culture, Owing to -
the open and unsteady nature of the weather in -




