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THE POWER OF AN ENDLESS LIFE.
A SERMON BY THE REV. K. MacLENNAN, B.A., B.D., HONAN, CHINA.

Who is not made after the law of a
carnal commandment, but after the
power of an cndless life.—Heb. vii., 16.

This epistle was written to people who
were on the verge of apostacy. Perse-
cution assisted the Judaizing teachers
in leading the Hebrew converts astray,
and away from the simplicity which is
in Christ, back to carnal ordinances.
It was possible to use very plausible ur-
guments in favor of Judaism. God, they
might say, was the author of the old
dispensation, and hengce there could be
ne barm in adhering or reverting to it
The author of the epistle is of a different
mind. The impending apostacy fills
himm  with anxiety and borror. His
claborate argument is instructive in
many ways. It shows us that a religion
established by the Loxd can become use-
less ahd obisolete.  The Aaronic priest-

hood served its purpose, and then, when
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another priesthood arose, passed away.
1ts significance was at an end when He
appeaved who was after the order of
Melchizedek. Thus “the old order
changetl, Fiving place to the new-—and
God fulfils Himself in many ways, lest
one good custom should corrupt the
world”” Time was when the devout
worshipper could render God accept-
able service by means of the Lervitical
priesthood and sacrifices; time was
when the neglect of these was judged
an impiety worthy of sore punishment.
All that has been changed. Worship is
only acceptable threugh the Son, and
Hi: sacrifice leaves no place for another.
Continuance in the old religion involves
cverlasting loss, and they who turn
back into it have denounced against
them. with ali the solemmity and car-
nestuess ol inspiration, the wrath of
God. Deatis put the stamp of imperfec-
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