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PLRASANT HOURS.

Wanted—A Roy.

M+ A _the rector s dying to day
With the hope of heaver, on bis ‘are,
He'll be missed in the pulpit and home,
whoen we pray
Wanted a boy for Lis place

Mr. B., the Judge, is dying to-day,
With the Mnes of tiue l.fo on his fare,
He'll be missed on the benrch far many
a day.
Wanted—a boy for his place.

Mr. C., the doctor, I8 dying to-day,
And a sympathy becams on his face;
1e'll be missed in the homes, when dis-
easo comes to stay.
Wanted—e boy for his place.

Mr. D., the drunkard, s dylng to-day,
Oh ! the marks of sin on his faco !
f1o'll bo mtssed at tho club, in saloon,
in tho fray.
Wantel- n Loy for his placo

LESSON NOTES.

———

THIRD QUARTER.
ETUDIRS IN THE OLD TESTAMXNT.

LESSON XII —SEPTEMBER 17
POWER THROUGH THE SPIRIT.
Zech, 4. 1-14. Mewory verses, 8-10.

GOLDEN TEXT.
Aut by inight, nor by power, but by

I There are gleams of brightness, beauty, I
i His pro | M. t
phocies of the Messiah are clear and em- ; Tu  Not by might

and powor tn his uitsrances

phatic.  He forctoid tho siego of Baby-
lun by Darfus, and it is probable that
tho Jaws took advautage of his warning
notes. Tho vision of the lcsson Is a
remarkable one.

LESSON HBLPS.

1. " The angel”—QGod's mossINger.
*Thac talked wita mo—Tho prophet.
“As a man that {s wakoned out of his
sleep™ Divine communications came
sometimes through waking visions, in
which the person was In a traocelike
stato, or absorbed sometimes {n dreams.

2. " What secest thou ”"—Not asked by
the angel for information, but to direct
the attention of the prophot. “A
candlestick all of gold "—Formed partly
aftor that of the sanctuary (Exod. 25. 31,
32), but with certain features nocessary
to make clear tho truth. The ' candle-
stick " was of pure gold and flaming
with lights, and was an emblem of the
pure service of God and the light aud
cheer it gives. Some interpretations of
this vision are fanciful., The ' seven
lamps * "—Seven, because the porfect
number,

3. “Two ollve trees”—To supply oil to
the bowl, which ofl ran through the pipes
and gave a flame to the lamps.

4, " What aro these 7"—A proper ques-
tion. A wise man prefers to ask a ques-
tion rather than to remnain in ignorance.

6. * Unto Zerubbabel ’*—~The ruler was
in a dificult eituation., He needed a
promise to streagthen him, and it came.

HOME READINGS.
Powor through the Spirit—Zah 4
2 Chron 20 § 1%

W. The arm of the
1-8.

Th. Spirit of the Lord.—1sa. 69 16 21

F. Wrought by the Spirit—Rom 15
13-21.

3 Power In weakness.—1 Cor. 1. 18-31

Su. Life by the 8pirit.—2 Cor, 3.

QUESTIONS FOR HOMR STUDY.

1. Vision, v. 1-6.

Who came to ths prophet Zechariah'’

What diJ the angel do ?

What question did ho ask ?

What was the first object seen ?

What stood on each side the candle-
stick ?

What question dfd the prophet ask ?

What was the reply ?

What do the olive trees ropresont ?
Verse 14, and Rev, 11. 3, 4.
2. Interprotation, v. 6-14,

To whom was this vision a message ?

What did it say about power ? Golden
Text.

What about a mountain ?

What does Jesug say abrut removing
n mountain ? Matt. 21, 21,

‘Who began the temple ?

Who should finish it ?

What question is asked about small
things ?

What would the pcople see ?

Where aro the eyes of the Lord

Why does the Lord thus search the
earth? 1 Chron, 16. 9,

What can be hidden from his gaze ?
Heb. 4. 13.

!’DYGSplrlt. saith the Lord of hosts.—Zech.

OUTLINE.

1. Vision, v. 1-5.
2. Interpretation, v. 6-14.

Time.—About B.C. 520.

Place.~Jerusalem. .

Introductory Note.—Zechariah is the
cloventh of the twelve minor prophets.
He returned from the Babylonian cap-
tivity, and begav to prophesy in the sec-
ond year of the reign of Darius. He
urged tho people to continue building
the second temple  He is the longest
and most obscure of the m!nor prophets
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LAKE OF FIBE, KILAUEA,

*“Not by might *—Thine own, weak be-
cause human. ‘‘Not by power ”"—That
which comes from the decrees of kings.
* But by my Spirit "—By the might and
power which comes directly from the
Almighty One.

7. * Who art thou, O great mountain”
—The mountain of hindrances to the re-
buiiding of the Lord’s house, especially
the royal prohibition. * Thou shalt be-
come a plain —The difficuities are to be
smoothed down. ‘‘He shall bring torth
the headstone’—The ruler who began
the building shall complete it. ‘ Grace™
—Divine favour.

9, The finishing of the building was
proof to the people that Zerubbabel, tho
ruler, had God with him.

10. “ Who hath despised the day of
small things"—The Jews returned from
exfle poor, feeble, and greatly despised.
' See the plummet in the hand "—Of the
ruler, who was a wise and good master
builder under God. the great architect.
“Tho eyes of the Lord **—The providence
ot God, ever wakeful and observing over
all the-earth.

14. “ Thoou are the two anointed ones”

—Zcrubbabol, the governor, and Joshus,

PRACTICAL TBEACHINGS.

Where are we taught in this lesson—
1. Aboat preparation for God's work ?
2. About difficulties in God’s work ?
3. About succesg in God's work ?

The prophet saw a beautiful golden

candlestick, or lampstand, with seven
lamps, one in the middle and three on

Lard 2 Chren 32 ! v¥igey,
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TEMPLE OF BRRAPIS,

curving branches on each side. Each
lamp bad a pipo leading to it, and there
were two larger golden pipes to empty
oil into the separate pipes to M1l tho
lamps. Ou each side of the caundlestick
siood an olive tree; these trees gave out
an ofl of beautiful colour that poured
itself into the golden plpes and filled
tho lamps  As the olive oil poured it-
s f 1nte e golden pipes and fliled the
iamps that surned so God's Spirit dould
til] the hearts of his people. who, like
the lampa. were get to give light, and
ali the power would be from him.

No angel visits us now, but Instead

the gracious Spirit makes known to us
divine things. It is his office, like the
angel's, to stir up those who are asleep

B MYS TIR UP
or indifferen{ that they may percelve
thiags spjritual. He influences men
gilently, yet wonderfully, not alone by
revealiLg, but by interpreting and teach-
ing. Christ is our Zerubbabel, whose
hands will finish the work of Gad, yet
not by might nor by power, but by the
operation of the Spirit on the minds and
consclences of men.

A Private Citizen.

An office he will try to win,

And when the task is done,
He struggles hard, through thick and

thin,
To get a bigger one.

He keeps on climbing up the tree
With all his might, and then
He says he only wants to be
A private citizen.
—Washington Star.

I rcceived a letter from a lad asking
me to find kim an easy berth. To this
I replied. ' You cannot be an editor,
do not try the law; do not think of the
miristry; let alone all ships, shops, and
merchandise; abhor politics; deu’t prac-
tice medicine; be not a farmer ncr a me-
chanic; neithar be a soldier nor a saflor;
don’t work, don’t study, don't think.
None of these are easy. Oh, my son!
You have come into 2 hard world. I
know of only one casy place in it, and
thgt is in the grave.”—Henry Ward
Beecher.

the high priest, anointed, that is, con-
secrated, *‘ that stand by the Lord,” in
. doing the work for State and Church

which is appointed to them. The He-
, brew here 18 litorally ‘*sons of toil.”
. and thero seems to be suggested that
, theso two consccrated meon, liko all con-*
| s2crated men, securo renowal of their
| own spiritual power by disseminating
, what thoy have for the benofit of
others.




