PLEASANT

HOURS.

EANTERN MARRIAGE PPROULSSION,

WEDDING IN PALESTINE.

Ir has been well said that the lands of
the Bible are the best commontary on tho
lioks of the Bible, that the nnchangeable
wanners and customs of the Unient explamn
a great many allusions and descriptions of
the snered Scriptures.  This is cspecially
xo of the marnage and funeral custoins, of
which we saw many illustrations in our
recont visit to Igypt and Palestine, and
which we will deseribe fully in our articlo
in the Methodist Magazine on *‘ Tent Lifo
in Palestine.” ‘Theso processions generally
take plice at night, with great iumina-
tion of the honses and bnilliant array of
torches or lnmps, and a loud din of rather
Qiscordant music The bride is thickly
veiled and cavricd in a closed carriago or
palanquin.  Indeed, most of the women
wear veils or strange mufflings like noso-
bags, and even the little children, as shown
in the picture a* the right hand side, wear
them.  Sometunes this veil is so thin
that the features can be seen through, but
that is only among the fashionable Turkish
women  The peasant peoplo snmetimes
wear figured voils over their entire faces,
<o that you cannet g * the faintest glimpso
of their features

The use of lamps and torches in these
marringe processivns will explain the allu-
~wn in the jarable of thoe wise and foolish
virging,  While the bridegroom tarried
they ull slumbered and slept, but when at
midnight the cry camo “‘Behold, tho
Bridegroom cometh,” those that had oil in
their lamps went out to meot him, but
those that had no oil had no time to buy,
and were shut out of the marriage feast.
How solemn is the lesson that our Lord
conveys to those who in time of youth and
health and strength make no preparation
for the coming of the heavenly bride-
sroom, for at such an hour as t.hoi'3 think
unt tho summons sy be heard, ¢ Behold,
the Bridegromn cometh, gn ye out to meet
him.”

One of Tennyson's swoeetest, yot saddest
wems is foundal ups-u this parable of our
}Nrd. It is the sung, of the littlo novice in
tho convent tu the haplessQueenGuinevere:

Late, late, so late * awd dark the night and
chill!

Lato, late, 80 Inte ! but wo can enter still.

Too late, too late ! yo cunnot cnter now.

No light had we: for that wo do ropent;
And learniog this the bridegroom will relent,
Too late, too late ! yo cannot enter now.

Nolight: s late! and dark and chill thenight!
O let ua in that we may find the light
Too 1ate, too late : yo cannot enter now.

Have e uot heard the bridegroon iy so aweet?
O Wt us in‘tho’ {ate;, 20 kiss his feet
No, 39 toe Jate | ye csunct suter nev,

LESSON NOTES.

FOURTH QUARTER —REVIEW,

LESSON XII —December 18,
GoLoex TrxT.

And there was given him dominion, and
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, na-
tions, and languages, should serve him.—
Dan, 7. 14.

CexTRAL TRUTIL

God is gniding his Chnrcb to fuller truth
and larger, conquests.

QUESTIONS,.

THE DEVELUIMENT OF TAE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH.

I.—The Extension of Christicnity into other
Regions.

Over how much time do these lessons ex-
tend ?

How long had the Church been in existenco ?

In what places had the Gospel heen presched ?

‘To what places did Peter go?

Name the places whero Paul went on his
mission.

Traco out their journey on the map.
What city had a large Gentile church ¢
IL.—Progress in Gaining Disciples.
How many became Christians on the day of
Pentecost ?

Did the number increase very fast?

How was it at Antioch ?

In what other places wero many disciples
gained?

What great man was wonderfully changed

What army officer became a Christian ?

What governor?

What kind of people did <ho Gospel make
those who belicved ?

I11. ~ Divine Forcea in the Devddopment.
What great power was working these changes?
What were somo of the works of the lioly

Spirit?

Namo the miracles that aided the Gospel.
What influences caine from God to Peter?
to Curnelius? to Paul? to Ananias?

On what two wedsivns nere angels sent ?
What answas to praycr do you find *

IV.—Hindrances and Difficulties.
What Jew was a great persocator ?
What king persecuted ?
Whom did he kill ?
Whom did he put in prison?
In what cities was Panl persceuted ?
In which one was he stoned ?
How did someJewish Christians make trouble?
Why was it hard for Jews rnd Geatiles to live
together?
YV —Erasof Progres.
What change was mado by Saul’s conversipn?
Why was the recoiving of the Gentilos a for-
ward step ?
What council was held in Jerasalem?
What new stes started at Antioch?
VWhat lemsona do you learn from this review ?

Special Magazine Prizes.

‘To the person sending the largest list of
subscribers to the JMethodist Mayazine for
1893, counted in tho manner described in the
terms of the competition below, the choice of
the following two prives will be given :

First prize.—The new and revised
edition of Chamber's Cycopedia, illustrat-
ed, now passing through the press, brought up
to duto, ten volumes, avernging over cight
humired pages each. Prico £30.

Or, it preferred, tho following will be

bt as ficst prize, vie.. An Amcrican special
T‘Zlgln movement, extra jewelled, silver hunt-
iy case watch, stem winds 2, with the twelve
Lour and twenty four hour dinls combined,

Sccond prize.~The latest edition, best
sheap Lit mf of Webatrr's  [nternational
In s nary, 2011 pages, 3000 engravings, with

ail the supplemenis and indox on edges.
Regular prico $13.50. .
Additional prizes.—To overy other

wuinpetitar who has to his credit two-thirds
of the number of subscribers of the winner of
the first prize, (provided that the number is
turty at least.) will bo given a copy of

Weksoir's Il-'»lury of Canada,” latest
«dition, 634 pages, with nine coloured maps,
1400 wuind cuts, and seven ateel engrmvings,
hound in morocco. Price £4.50.

Terms of competition,—In ordor to
«ive country circuits a fuir chance, the cities
of Toronte, Hamilton, Iondou, Kingston,
Outana, St. John and Halifax, are not in.
cluded iu this competition on account of the
large number of old subscribers they have.
These prizes are over and above any other
premiums offered to Magyazine subscribers or

agenta. Subscriptions will be received in
combinntion with Guardian or Wesleyan, and
will be counted in the following manner :

One new subscriber for one year as........ 1
l'wo new subscribers for six months as. ... 1
Two old subscribers for one year as. ..... 1

Four old subscribers for six months as..... |

Subscriptions for less than six months will
not bo counted.

It will be necessary for those wishing to”

compete to signify their intention to the
office before the 1at of February, and if uny
subscribers are sent in previous to the time
of entering, the number clnimed to that date
must be mentioned,

Compotition closes March 25th. Send for
free prospectus,

Xmas hist Io. 3.

(See previous issues for lists of Booklets at
S, Te., 10c. and 16¢.)

BOOKLETS AT 20 CENTS EACH.

Excelsior, By H. W, Longfellow. 18 pages,
74 x 6 inches. Illustrated in coloure and
monotint. Ornamental board covers.

We are Seven. By William Wordsworth.
Similar insize and sty le with * kxcelsior.”

On the Wing. Dainty landscape sketches
in colours and monotint. 35 pages, 41 x
§inches. Scripture texts and verses for
each day of the montk.

Flower Music. By Cecilia Havergal. 10

es, 7x 44 wnches. Floral sprays in
xﬁmw colouring with Scripture texts
and verses.

Pansjes_and Ferns: an Enchanted Posy.
3y Isabelln J. Postgate. Bouquets of
pansies in exquisite colours. Similar in
sizo aud style with ¢* Flower Music.”

BOOKLETS AT 25 CENTS EACH.

Homeward. A Scripture text book with
poetical selections for each day in the
month. Beautifully illustrated in colours
and monotint, 64 x5 inches.

Such Nice Stories for Little Folk, By
Charlotte Murray. The drollest coloured
pictures of dogs and kittens, with de-
scriptive storiesin verse. 7x 5 inches.

Sonfs of Trust and Trinmph. By Char-
otte Murray. Splendidly illustrated in
monotint. 73 x6§ inches.

Fairy Fine-ear’s Fancies. Words by Helen
Marion Buruside. Charming verses about
fairies, appropriately illustrated. 8x7

inches.
Maud Muller. A ballad, by John Green-
leat Whittier. This charming ballad is
illustrated most beavtifolly, Every pic.
ture & gem of art, & poem io colours.

6 x 5% inches,
POSTPAID AT LIST PRICES.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Marwopisr Boox axp Puxtisitve Hocas, Toaowro,

§ W.OONTES, Boatrw. 8.7, NURSTID, Melifar, C. W. 004TRS, oatrl,

Toe ot Magaig

FOR 1893.
ENLARCED 8IZE - - 1248 PACES,

Vels. XXXFIL, XXXVIIL, with 300 fne Engraviag,
$2.00 a year ; $1.60 fur six menths,

“Should bo fg every Mothodlat homo."—
Kingston Whig.

ILLUSTRATED ARTICLES.
Tent Life in Palestine and ‘giyx;ia.

the koirur.  Splendidly illusira exTitng

Ry

the Lord ¢ Land from Hebron to Damascus, trom
Jafla to Jericho,

‘What Egypt Oan Teach Us. By the
Eprrox. “Whth numerous engravings, giving re-
sults of latest discovenes.

Potra, the Rock City; ‘

“Oalvary, the Traditional and the
True,” and
A Wge& ,.13 't;l}‘e Odenwald. By Rev. Gea,
A Og.é‘zaﬂiin' Lady's Adventure in the
{4
Canada's Great North Land, Papers by
Rev 1 1t Young and I 7 A, P. Coleman, Ph.D,

In the Levant and Dardanelles ;
Light from tae Catacombs—the Mode and

Subjects of Baptism ;
Through Bulgaria and Servia, and
Kaiserswerth and its Deaconesses.

By
the Epitor.

More “Round About England” Papers,

By Rev, Liugh Johinsion, and others.
i‘art‘gestl North With Lieutenant and
s Pearcy,
The Story of Sir John Franklin Retold,
The World's Fair at Chicago.
Over the Splugen. By A. Blackwood.

The Italiau Lakes, the Garden of the
World. By br, llardcneyer.

Protestant Memoirs of Morat and
Neuwhntel By Dr F Stock

Villago Life on Lake Leman. By Pastor

Altred Ceresvle.
Adventure; i Styria,
Life in the Engadine,
‘With the Monks as Simplon. By Dr.\Wolf.-
The Queen's Favourite Health Resort.
Peasant Life in the High Alps, By

Pastor Haurl,

MISSIONARY BIOCRAPHIES AND STUDIES.
Many of them fully illustrated.

John @G. Paton; or, Mission Life and:
" Work in New ffebrides. 85 Petcy B. Punshon -

The Whole World Kin ; or, onary’
Adventures in Burmah, Sian and Japan. v
Rev. B. Sherlock, -

How Carey Became an Apostle. Bva
Methodist Presbyter.

Port;u't\t!cea.rs Among the Zulus, By T.R.°
DHON.
James_ Chalmers, Missionary Explor.r

i New Guinea, fﬁy Rev. G. C, K
Thomas Comber, Missionary Pioneer on.
the Congo. DBy Misg lds Lewis.

Samuel Crowther, the S8lave Boy who
Lecame a Misstonary. By Mrs. H. L. Platt,
Women Workers in Mission Fields, Iy

Mrs. A, G. Mc3echan, ) ,
“Owd Mo ;" Among the Lepers; and §
Among Indians. By Rev.J.Mclean,Ph.D.
A Visit to the Great Wall of China, .
A Chequered Life—Thomas Cooper,
An English Heart of Oak.
Heroines of Faith and Charity.
Lives and Deeds Worth Knowing.

SERIAL AND SHORT STORIES.

The ‘Squire of Sandal-Side. A No:l
Country Story. By Mrs. Amelia B, Barr.. R
The Life Cru se of Captain Bess Adams.
A strongly-written story by Julia McNaiz Wright,|
The ga!n Trap. By the anthor of * Lost in-
ndon.” 4

Bob Bartlett’s Baby; and :
Tho SPECte? v, ale ,of Grand

A
DR erhenr 1 el v Qriap, Grpuber

A Tangled Yarn., By a Sea Captain.
Short Stories and Sketches, By Marl
g oo, e, et Bry .
1¢ Re

Our Dr. gg-man,s(;cucnl gz%gﬁnunde{m

" ” B
Bﬂgmll{c?nmzﬁ kig' & antic Asylum.” B

A UNIQUE PREMIUM. -

A beautiful polished section of an olive branch wit
its t bark; from the Mount of Olives, post!
for tem ccats in aldition to su .

WIlHam Briggs, fetett, oot

. 7. VRS,
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