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It was not w.xhom consxdcrablc difficulty
that they pursued their course, for the night
was settling in the forest, and the underwood
grow’ thick and in many places impervious,
rendering the passage tedious and painfulin the
imperfect light.

As they approachicd tiie morass where the
canoe had been secreted, they were alarmed at
a faint sound of laincntation that appeared to
arise from that quarter, and making a detour,
as a proper precaution, in case of some unfor-
seen danger awaiting them, the fugitives arri-
ved at en clevated spot that overlooked the
scene of the previous contest, where, with feel-
ings of the deepest morlification, was beheld a
sight which caused an immmediate destruction
of their fondest hopes.

Some distance on their left, and in the very
spot where the deadly fray with the Milicete
had occurred, was gathered a group of phren-
zied savages, evincing by their gestures and
vociferations, cvery tuken of sorrow and im
potent rage. :

They had discovered the bleeding bodies of
their dead brethren, and had dragged them
from their watcry grave and laid the disfigured
corses upon the verge of the morass, where a
crowd wascollected to lament over their mys-
tetious fate.  The dull flamc of a mew-lighted
fire threw a ghastiy glare over the v hole scene,
end played, like blue lightnlzg, over the stag-
nant pools of the swanip ; now shrouded in a
thick unwhelesome vepour, and caly revealed
as the unsteady flicker of the flame fashed
acvoss their surface. The uncarthly appear-
ance of the assumblage wasalse heightened by
the more vividlight of numercus turches which
were tossing, in wild confusion on ¢very side,
and among the adjacent trees, as the bearers
threw ther Lmnbs about, and leaped into the
air, with extravagant grief—ur rushed, now
here, now th_re, in search of something upon
which to wreak their excited fury, for they
seemed frantic with cxcese of passion ; and
with the yell of baffied vengeance, was min-
gled the how: of distracted men, and the low
sail, or shrill, piercing accents of womian's
grief, as they bent over the dead, with stream-
g hair and distorted faces, visible only by the
red and searching torchhght.

Clarence clung with terror to her lover's
side, when she beheld the dreadful vision, and
turned tremblingly away, as some more vio-
lent shnek would burs* from the maddened
Indians, who, brandishing the.r weapons, were
row scattering themscives throuzh the adjoin-
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ing woods, 17 scarch of the unknown foc.
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Cut off from tlnclr intended retreat, henimeg
in on every side but one, by mfunated encimie
therc was but one course left 1o the fugitives~
und that, after a moment’s parleyance, tiey
quickly availed themselves of. i

Preparing for immediate action, the guida
loosed the knives in their sheaths, and graspes
their carbines with stern determination, as viey
struck into ths wood upon their nght, wa
Waswetchul led them by the moust secur
route, being. familier with the ground over
which theyp were constrained 10 proceed. E..
ward again lifted the helpless Clarence m nx
arms, and closely followed by Dennis, dashe
vnward with desperate speed thruugh the thuck.
ets of cedar and spruce, which grew plent fu.
1y thereabouts.

As they skirted the deep 1: vine on ther ieft
through which agleam of water was observe
they were quickly informed of the manner ¢
which the discovery had been made—for,
the further side of the hollow, at some disters
below, were noted the fires of a large encamp
ment, that scemed, from the confused nos
heard in [that direction, to be in great ou
motion, as it was most probably appn
by this time, of the extraordinary inc.d
that had taken place. The wigwams wa
clustered 2mong clumps of cedar, and aluy
the edge of wrecy.itous rocks, at the bas:
which an ample stream that seemed to €
paund beyond into an extensive flood, refiec
brightly the buams of the numerons camp-f:
When it is remembered that into this deil
bloud-sta.ned rivulet from the swamp trac
1t way, it can casily be imagined how the=
tives haa vewn enabled to trace to 1ts ongin
sasp.cious colour of the stream that ran pr
their very wigwams.

It was fortunate for the fugitives that tug
was or.c among them who wasacguainted w:
the localities, for the sagacious Pansaw
avowed himsclf, here, completely at fault.
the village in their vicinity had been estabis
ed since his former visit, and having no d
ite knowledge of the path they were pursus
it was a difficult matter to determuine w heit
or not it might lead them into more ser
dificulties than those from which they had
vet escaped. In this dilemma the Mikiceteg
was alone capable of acting with any degre:
certainty, and she mnstantly settled the mat
by conducting them toward the thickly w
ed heights upon therr right.  Gradually as
g, tiey toiled onward over huge fragmeny
rocks and throush dense thickets for so
ume, when, as Edward was on the pomt




