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The Canadian Evangelist

is dovoted to tho furthoranco of tho Goapel
of Christ ; and pleads for the union of all
boliovors in the Lord Jesus in harmony
with his own prayer recordcd in tho soven.
teenth chapter of John, and on tho basis
sct forth by tho Apostio Paul in the
lollowing termy :=** T thorefors, tho

prisoner in the Lord, bescech you to walk
worthily of the calling wherowith yo wero !
called, with all lowlincss and mceknoss, |
with longsuﬂanug. forbearing eno another

inlovo ; giving diligenco to keep tho unity l

of tho Splnt fn tho bond of peace.  Tiiere
is ono body and onu Spitit, oven na aho,
yo wero called in oue hopoof your calling; .
ono Lord, ono faith, ono baptinh, ono Ged
and Fathoer of all, who i;.gr all, and

through al), and in all.”=-Efh, 4: 1-G.

[rpitoRIAL.)
The Church.

We closed tho arlicle on tho word
wehureh” in the March nunaber with
theso words: * Every ono who lhae
been ‘baptizcd into Christ has put on
Clirist,’ and is in Chzist, in His Church,
by :mmedmto and- nécessary CoONgo«
quenco.” From which the inforenco
would seemn to bo ¢asy and eafe, that
as no one rchgnous sociely now con:
tains all who are in Christ, no such
tociety is #Tho Chureh of Christ,” end
tbereforo it follows that it is not
d Mpcr to ¢al! thh peopls knowa
 Disciples of Chriet,” tho “ Chureh of
Christ.” Wo know somo of our
Lrethren oven vehemently contend
that wo are **The Church of Christ,”
and, I wo understand them, they do,
that without holding that our brother.
hood includes all who **have put 0a
Christ” Aftor carefully considering
the Now Testameut uengo of tho texm
# chureh,” wo aro confident that theso
brethron make a claim which is desti.
tute of Secriptural support. Though
wo havo givon their argumonts some
attontion, wo aro not sure that wo
cowprehend tho grounds on which
thoy so strcnuously maintain that wo
aroe * Tho Church of Christ,"” or, shall
wo say, tho horror with which they
appear o contewplate tho possibility
of our not being “The Church of
Clrist.”

This appears to us {o bo cntirely
beyond reasonablo question, viz.: That
in tho Now Testawent tho word
«ehuroh is nover uscd in an oxclu-
sivo sonse, but without exception is
inelusivo of all the Clristians in the
universo, on tho earth, in a country,
in a provinco or district, or in o town
or city as tho caso may be. And this
being tho fact it is mot using Serip-
tural language in & Scriptural way to
designato tho peoplo known as ** Dis-
ciples of Christ” as *Tho Chureh of
Chriet.”

What secms to us to bo the im.
portant matter is, that overy person
should bo satiafied, first, that hoisin
Christ, a member of His body, the
Church ; and, accond, that tho congre-
gation with which ho works and wor-
ships is a church of Clirist. And 50 far
a8 w0, ns 1 peoplo, are concerncd, we,
of courso, do belicve that wo aro in
the Church of Christ, and that our
churchies are cliurches of Clirist, Tlis
boing tho ¢aso nothing would bo gained

by our claiming to Lo, and calling our

#clvos what we are not, *“The Church
of Clixist.”

Just hero somo ono might iuterposo
sud say that whon wo call oursclves

“Tho Disciples” wo uso an cxclusive

torm, But do wo call ourselves * Tho
Disciples” or ¢ Dieciples?” Wo haveo
noticed with pleasure that leading men
among tho brothron aro caroful to say
- “Disciplos of Christ,” and wo lave
"'admired the truly catlolis spirit there.
| by exhibited, We do not wish to bo
thought thoe only Disciples, but that
wo are Diseiples, no more and no Jess,
Of conrao, it is iuevitablo that wo shall
bo eallod ““Tho Disciples,” aud that
peoplo will speak of “Tho Diseiplo
Church,” ete, ote. Wo cavnot help
thet. But wa can ueo duo caro for
our own part and employ only such
expressions which, while they do
justice to oursclves, do no injustico to
others, .

it Is our boast that wo aro not
sectariau, that wo domand vothing as
A test of fellowship but what tho
apostles required, that wo seck to im.
poso on no man a8 4 mattor of faith
that which tho Now Testament doos
not clearly epjoin. Now if wo should
call ourzelves #Tho Church of Christ,”
would wo not theroby be declaring that
followship with us is nocessary to
salvation ¢ And this wo have no
right to do, nanmuch ey thero aro
thoso not of ofir number whio by being
“baplized into Chzist have put on
Chriet.”

[rv1rORIAL.}
What Baptists Think of Us.

Some, periaps many, of our read-
ers would bo astonished to find in Mr.
\Waddoll's lotter in the Marck number
ov this paper the statement *tthat
Buptists do not beliovo that, ina Serip.
taral soneo, Disciples naro baptized
barlevere” Mr., Waddell being bhim-
solf & Raptist, it might bo presumed
that bois in a position- to ropresont
tho opinion of tho Baptists on tho sub-
ject.  DBut, whilo wo do not question
but that ho gives Lis iwpression of
what his brethren think of the Diisci.
ples, wo aro glad to know that all Bap-
tists havo not so poor an opiaion of
us, nor 80 imperfect a concoption of
what tho Seriptures require as prereq.
uisito to baptism. For oxamplo a
«Baptist pastor ” writing somo timo
ago in the Chicago Standard took the
editor of that papor aharply to task
for somo ultorances of bis in dispar.!

agement of the validity of Disciples'' that good pooplo who keop G 2% law | with foroigners, thore was no dangor

baptism, and showed from tho most
anthoritativo and reeent of tho litera.
turo of tho Disciples that tho faith and
repentance which they requiro as indis.
pensalle prevequitites to baptism aro
thoroughly Seriptural and evangelical,
And went on to say, * From my pres.
ont light I eonld not ro-baplize a Dis.
ciplo, uuloss be asked it becauso Lo
thought blimsell unconverted vefore
his immorsion.” Aud no doubt the
samo scasiblo ¢ Baplist pastor ” world
re-baplizo a Baplist on the samo
grounds; and g0 would sonsiblo preach.
crs among tho Disciples, as, indecd,

to our knowledgo, they Lave robap. customs. YWhen womon reeched fiftcen | Pontiti. By tho end of the centary the
tizod both “DBaptists” and * Disci..

plea”

Just horo lot us ssy, whila this mat.
ter is up, wo have great respect for
Alexandor Campbell, and wo thisk
that, gonorelly apoabing, his writings
would atill Lo profitable reading, bnt
ho is no oraclo with us.  Wo recoivo
such of liis views ss seom to us, upon
porsonal juvestigation, to bo in har.
mony with tho Worl of God. Very
many Dieciples know little about Alex-
suder .Campbell, and lees about
his writings. And ovon if it could bo
shown from his works fhat lo orer-
estimated, or undero:timmatod the place
aud  importance of baptivm, that
would in no wiso justify tho assortion
that tho Disoiples aow make a like
mistake. .

What tho stc:plcs teach is, that n
person who bolieves in Jeeus Christ
with all hig heart, who {ruly reponts,
and who confesses with his mouth
Jesus ns his Lord, ia ready to bo bap.
tized, and should be baptized vithout
unnecessary delay, and whon o has
been baptized, that ho is a baptized
beliovor in tho true Scriptural eense,
and that none but such nre baptized
boliovers in the Scriptural eenso.  1f,
notwithstandiog such teaching, ands
conscientions endéavor to carry it ont
in praclice, the Baptists still considor
us unbaptized, wo shsll not bo dis-

to the testimony,” aud_kindly recom.
medd) thém & Hachus & Bt hore,
and tho " Baplist Church Manual”
less.

One other romatk of Mr. Waddell's
wo quote Loro: ** Wo believe there
are many regeuteate persons among
Disciples, Lut it is not because
of tha correctnees of their doctrines
that such is the cese.” Oa which wo
wowld Lriefly say, in the words of tho
Apostlo Petor, that, ** Wo Leliove that
wo ehall bo eaved through the graco of
the Lord Josus, in like manner as
they,"—Daptists and all others who
shall bo saved,

The Religion of Japan.

113 PAST, FRESENT, AND FULURE,

LY T0.I OIING, OF TOKIO, JAPAN,

No, Lo=TIts Past.

Tho original roligion of Japan is
i Shintoism. It was -} sented and rrac.
tised by tho Japanosa. Shintoism has
in it somo vaguo notions of the immor-
talily of tho soul, of a.futuro zixto of
s oxistenco, of rowards and punishments, |
of a paradise, and of & liell, Tt deelaros

shall inhorit paradise, and that they

Tho wicked who do not keop God's law
stinll bo thrust into Lel,

What is God'slaw ? It answere 1st.
Purity of soul heart aud body ; 2nd.
An oract observation of festival days ;
8rd. Pilgrimage; 4th, Tho worship of
God both in the femple and in the
family. Tho peoplo howover did not

custom was to hang up their mirror

which wore omblems of the purity of
: their hearts, Thoro wero many sirange

ycars of age and men twenty, thoy
«woro obliged to go to tho old fsmples

turbed, but appeal unto * tho lew and |

shall enter tho realn of Kami (God)‘l

worship images or idols, but their H

and & amooth whito paper on tho wall:

vincos of Japan, Tho people wore not
allowed to marry until thoy mado this
| pilgrimago.

! A forcign roligion callod " Buddh.

thousand yeara ago whon an image of

- - . !
ism,"” was introduced into Japan two:

which aro situtated in the contral pro-i In 16221t was found that & con-

gpiracy had been formed by Romsn
Catholio converts to overthrow tho
Traperial Throne, aod to - dealroy both
itho tomples and idols; after two
years of war tho robel party wns de.
stroyed by tho Govormnont forces of

Buddal: and his holy books woro
brought from Kudara,
Japauceo traditions eay. Tho orown:
privco of that timo Leecamo o bohpvo;
in Buddhisem, From that timo the

that tiwo. ’lh'\romoro vaxy ‘violent

This is what | persceutions of the: Roman couverts ;

22 priesls and 200: converta wero
put e death, nnd: the<churches £nd
schiools. wero laxd*in ~ruing, aud the

Buddhist religion spread rapidly”.
throughout all the land of Japan,-
Many high officors woro opposad to

would not be well for tho country to
allow a foreign .:I:gxon to entor tho
+land, I‘mally thero were civil wars,
but tho party of auti-Buddhiets woro
dofeated by those who were convorts
to Buddbism, and from that lime

without auy opposition, When iu

Buddbism in Japay, belioving that it!
ing Christianity ia Japan, and if avy

foroigt® faith almost wiped out, oven
foroign tradera were driven out of tho

«country.

A national law was mado prohibit.

ono Lelioved in Cliristianily thoy waro
put to death, and all foroigners wero
expelled. This was the ond of Cathiolio
Christianity in Japan. At tho samo
timo n proclamation was aot forth that

'Buddiiism was allowed fo ﬂoumhgno Japauege should loave Japan, and

also that no Japanese should be allowed

ancinnt times the King of Japau
visited tho Temptle, ho humbled Lim.
ecl by calling himself a slave,
some tirao tho priests of Buddah had
wondorful power, aud their opinions
had great influence on tho politics of
tho country. After a timo tho priosts
: differed in their opinions, and divided
up ioto socts, and thus DBuddhism
becamo separated into sevonteon diffor-
ont brauvcles, cach of which hml 0
rooplag of itsyiown and- presendd a
strict separation from all thot;'\tbers.
Tho iutroduction of the leaching of
Confucions was boforo the introdue.
tion of Buddbism, but his doclrinos are
not roligious, but aro tho science of
politics and morality,

Westornscholars think Confucianism
is an oriontal roligion. I think it is &
wistake., Confucius was a great
scholar of ancicnt philesophy, aud he
was onco Prime Ministor of Yei (an
ancient dyoasty of the Chinoss Em.
| piro). ‘This dootrino was-belioved in
“by tho knighthood of Japap, but they
; did not belisve in this aa & religion but
a3 a classical morality of ancient times.
The doetrino of Confucianism has
ibeen transtated into English., Thoso
were the thros provailing systoms of
religion and stbies of old Fapan.

Tho namo of Japan was nuluowi to
i Europoans until tLo year 1642, when
a Portuguoso vessel, bound for Macas,
iu Pudin, was drivcn far out of lLer
courso by a tompest, and finally
arrived on the coast of tho west pro.
vineo of Japan,

Although the Japanese woro cau.
‘houa and vigilant to avoid ictersourse

| {rora such intoreourso, and the Portu.
gueso wero received with a wolcome.
Sovenn  years lator soveral Jesuit
ipnceta went to Japan, amoog them
.the famous Fraucis Xavior in otdor
.to undertako tho conversion of tho
?poopk\ Theso priests woro kindly
iwelcomed through tho western pro-
ivinces. 'Tho Portuguese alro wero
freo to preach ns well as to trado. In
1682 an vmbassy was sent to Romo by
‘the fteudal lord, Date, (& Japaucso
Catholio Convert) beating lattors and
prasonts to the I'ope, in tohen of his
allegiauco to hLim as tho Supreme

jnumber of convorts wac cslimatod at

to roturn from any forcigu couuntry.

‘The punishment for both was, that
For ' thoy should bo put to deatk,

The distrest and  dislike of for-
cignors shut thoe sea gatos of Japan for
almost two hundred years, until tho
vitit of Comodore Perry of the Amo-
rican Navy. In 1853, on a Sunday,
Perry with a squadeon of Aworican
warships, cast nuchor in Tokio DBar.
Being a Christian be read tho one
handredth psal on tho deck witl; L- -
crow, and for tho first time. lho'
of God rang out oyer Tokio’s B/y
echoed back over the quiot waters.
This is tho first introduction of Pro.
tostant Christianity inte Japan, In
1854 o treaty was mado botweon Japan
and America. Japan opened hor sca-
ports, which wero closod for many
years; tho Japaooto awakened hor
sleoping oyes. Since then thoro has
beon wonderful progress in Japan
toward Western civilization, Thers.
foro Listorians have called bor, * Now
Japan.” *Tho Kingdom of tho Rising
Sun.” TFrom that timo all nations
camo to Japag, and tho Japaneao went
to ovory country in tho world. Soveral
Liundreds of Japanocse youag mon were
sent 1o Americn and Europe, <reer.
after yoar, (105D roturnmg to Japan
woro helping lo urganize ¢ Now
Japan"; almost sll of thom wore
placed in positions in tho Governmont.
They were tho ccotro of social organi
zation, and thoy wero helpiug forward
tho work of progress, toward modern
civilization. Tho Empire of Japan
situated oast of Asia, thorefore goo-
graphcra called her an Asiatio nation,
but Japan is not Asiatio bocauso their
custome and civilization are remark.
ably differcnt fromx those other coun.
teies of Agin. The Governmontlof
Japan was an absolute,wmonarchy, bat

introduced and a now ¢onstitution was
cstablisbed. Thoy havo & good parlia-
meut systom, with an npper and a
lower house. Evory nationai law must
hiavo tho sanction of both lLouses of
Parliament, and of the Emperor,
There bas been much progroes in

Japao, not only in the political aystom
but alsd in religion, iu society, educa.
tion, individual and fawmily hfe, dsily
custoras and in the manncrs of the
poaple. There is almost nothing now
86 1t wae thirty years ago, ounly the

two bundred thousand.

national beanty of thio scenery.

in 1831 a represontativo system was-

1

m?‘“j !

)

—_
e — G o T



