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cross the Alps anîd exteîîd the sphere
oflîis usefulness to Italy. His compa-
nions continued the work whici hie
hiad begun in Switzerland, =nd the
city of Gall and the Canton of the
saine naie, commnemorate to this day
the labours of thiese lrisli mission-
aries.

Reaclîing Milan, Colunîbanlus and
biis solitary coipanion, w'ere received
by Agiluif, the -Lombard kinig, wvlio
bestowvod upomi thern a territory, eflled
Bobbio, situated in a gorge of the
Arponines between Genoa anîd Milan.
While ýat Mlilan our Sa:int wrote bis
celebrated lotter to Pope Bonîiface IV,
an extract fromi whicli will shiow what
Colunibanlus tlîouglit of Papal Supre-
nîaicy; "I'or we Irisli" writes the
saint "«are disciples of St Peter and
St Paul . .. Atinolg.st us neitlier je,
lieretic nor s,,cIisînatic can bo fouind,
but the Cathiolic Faithi eiîtire and un-
slîaken precisely as wve have received
it from you w~ho are tlîe successor of
the Aposties. For as 1 have alreadv
said wvo are attachied tc. the Chair of
St Peter: and althioughý Romie is greaCt
and reiîowiîed, yot witli us it is g-reat
and distinguishied only on account of
thiat apostolic chair. Throughi the two
Aposties of Jesus Christ ye are alilnost
celestial, anid -Romne is the Ilead of the
Churchos of the wvorld."

Colunibanus found ample scope for
bis nissionaryzetl iii tlie refuta-ýtio;î of the
Arian hieresy Nvhlichi lad niany followers
aniongst the Lombhards. Ili the
territory of Bobbio ,wvhiclh lid been
given to in, there wvas an old church
dedicated to St Peter. This lie set
about rcpairiîîg and erccted a mnonas-
tery by ils side wvhicli was destilied to
hocomie one0 of tlîe niost celebratcd iii
tlîe mniddle aýges. 111 this place lie
wvrote Ilis tracts against tlîe Arians,

w'licli uîîfortunately are no longer
extant.

After sonîîe yoars, feelimng lus emnd
approaclîing,, iii order to prepare Ilîînself
the botter for the lastjourncy lie souglit
onît a caverîl in tlîe side of a great
rock on tue opposite shiore of the
Trebbia, taîîd tr,,miisfornîed it into a
cliapel declicat'ec to tlîe Blessed Virgiiî.
Here lie spent tlîe last days of blis life
iii prayer and fasting:-

''It%,eaping inîiortal frits of jov and love,
Uli ninterrulpted joy', m1rivalled love,

In bhIssfil solitude.-'

Tlîe Apostle of France, Burgundy,
Sivitzcrlamîd and Lombaird3 ' died on
NOV. 21st, 61mS.

TI)e above is but zi sliglît sketch of
the labour of Columibanus, and will
give but a faint idea of wvhat lr*ish
iiissionarios clid for Europe iii tliose
days. Colunîbaiîus was but onîe of the
mai13' tlîousand Irislinîen wlîo flocked
througlî the Continent a¶t a tinme wlien
ail science and piety were threatened
witlî extinctioni. Fr. Tlîebaud iii bis
Irisli Race dhus spenks of thie labours
of the hislî ionks iii Europe. "«It
]las beeîî calculateci tlîat the Irishi
nîoîîks hield froni the 6th to tie 9tli
century i3 nionasteries iii Scotland, î
iii France, 12 111 Anîoric Gaul, 7 ini
iu Lotharing"ia, îm 1 i Btirguntidv, 9 iii
]3elgiunu, 10 i11 Alsatia, 16 lu Bavaria,
15 iîî Rhctia, Helvetia, and Suevia,
besides severial iii Tliuriiîgia and on
tlîe left bank of tlîe Rhine. 1Ireland
wvas thon iot omilv inchîcled iii, but at
tlîe hlead of, tlîe Eturopean Moveinmt,"
and Montalembert observes that "'the
exertioîîs of tie Irisli monks at that
time wvere s0 undeniable as to, leave
France, Siitzerlanid and Bolgi uni
uiîder a debt of everlasting ýgratitude."
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