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he noticed iliat his wife %vas flot rerýectly
happy, because he founci her every day
more capriciaus.

One morning she saîd ta hini "Now
tell me, juan, is an emperor greater than
a king?"

" WTly slîouldn't he be?"
"That is ta say, that emiperors can

niake kings? "
1-I think so. For instance, suppose his

niajesty the eniperor ivish ta say to .us,
'Hla, nîy good friends the Marquis and
Marchioness of Marville, I conwert the pr*o-
vince of Micomnican, wlîicli belongs ta me,
inta a kingdoni, and I niake 'you the
nîonarchis of îîîy new kingdom,' I believe
nobody cauld hiinder it."

eVery well, tiien ; I wislî lîis nîajesty
ta say and do tlîis at your petitian."

49 Vell, ivell, now ; it iF clear that you
have lost your wits altogetiier !

"What you are gaing ta lose, silice you
Lave no wits, is yaur teeth, witlî a slap in
the face, if yau don't make haste and
lîurry off ta the caurt."

«"I'd ]ose niy hiead before I'd commit
such an ab;urdity. There. I've given
way enaugli alread'.-"

"IIndeed!1 Then frani this day farwalrd
know% that vou have îîo longera wifé. This
is iny raom, and you shall nrver set foot
in it again, nor I in yours."!

CBut, woianan 1 I
"No, no; reniember %v, are but

strangers ta each other."
'IConie, don't be obstitiate, îîîy own

Ra,îîanita'"
l)on't I tell, you sir, that ail is over 1e-

tween us?"
"Now, look, here pigeon."
"Stop your prate! "

"The dev - 1 Well, cam-e, you shah lie
satisfied ; I will go and see bus majesty,
and tell hini tlîat you want ta be qucen,
though I kîîaw lie will shoot nie u.n thie
spot. '

Contrary ta his expectations, the eni-
peror hastened to grant linii an audience.
and received hini wvith the accustorned
smile.

"Weil, niniquis, what is it ? "hle asked.
"whlat ought it ta be, sire? A fresh

inmpertinence:'
"Caîîîe, out with it, nian, and don't be

bashful!1 Sciniething cancerning the miar-
chioness, eh P'

"You've hit it again, sire. These fool-
ish wvomen are neyer content."

tWell, wvhat does yours wvant.
Nothing, sire, She says, wvouId it please

your majesty Io make hier iqueen? "
tgQueen!1 Nothing, more than that?

Well, she is qucen already, then. Now,
go ini~o the diningr-room and see if there is
anything there you can destroy ; and in-
stead of returning ta the palace of Mlar-
ville, go to the palace of the crown, where
you wvill find your wife installed as beconies
the Queen of Miconîlcan.

On his arriva] at the palace of the crown,
a salvo of artillerv announced his coming.
''le King and Queen of Micomican

aniused thliselves mnightily during the
first weeks of t i eir reign. But so soon as
the festivals passed, the queen, l)ona
Ramiona, began ta grow sad and weary.

*Uhe king sumnmoned the chief physcian
of the court, and held a deep consulta-
tiin with him. " Man alive,*" said hie ta
him, 1'I have summnoned you in order ta
see what the devil you have to say o nie
touching' the sorrow and evil state in which
I have noticed niy august spouse ta be
for sorne timie past."

',Well, sire, in the first place, -%ve must
please her iii everything and by every-
thlilg."

1I agiree with you there, man ; but
tiiere are things beyond hunn power. If
it rains, she is put out because it rains ; if
it blnws she is put out because it blows ;
if w~e are iii winter, she is put out because
the spring lias flot corne, and lier minci is
so turned tlîat she cries out: <*commiand

ià fot ta rain' ; Il comîîîand it flot ta
1,loiv' ; g 1 commnand the spring ta corne
at once.' Naw, yau sce tlîat it is orily by

beig God one can secuire obedience
of orders like tlîese.»

But moînths and nmontlis passed, and
the queen <'rew every day sadder and
more capriciaus.

One day the king decided an interrogat-
in- very seriously the queen lierseif, ta
sec if hie mnight draw frani lier the secret
afilier sadness and capriciausiless.

IlWeIl, let us knaîv, now, wliat is the
matter %vith yau," he said. 1 that yau
iîeither sleep nar let nie sleep? "

" I arn very unhuappy," ariswered ihe
queen, beginning ta weep.

'«You unlîappy ? -You ivho lived ini a
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