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his life about by stakes of his own setting. Whiether of bis de-
liberate purpose or otherwvise, the energies of bis being are im-
pinging upon the life of the '%vorld. If the relation of the
cornponent drops of the miglity ocean are such that a pebble
cast into it affects the whiole body, it is no Iess true that the
throb of the individual life bas its effeet, upon the whole ocean
of hiuman being. The nexus of the comnponent souls 18 yet more
sensitive than tlîat of the component drops of water, and the
touchi is at a larger number of points. \Ve cannot, get amvay
from the great, laws that govei'n the interaction of all lives on
one another througli contact. Botb the sensitiveness and wide-
ness of this contact in our dlay imperially deinand our attention
in shaping our life pur-poses.

Thîis universal interaction of life is for weal or for wvoe,
according as the cloxinating force is self-giving or self-seeking.
The wvorld is rising or ]owering as the one or the other of these
principles is dominating the lives o? men. It is not at proes~nt,
by any means an ideal world, nor are any of its coxaponent, ele-
inients ideal personalities. It is just as it is> and we are just as
we are, as individuals in it, and of it. How then cati wc, such
as wve are, hielp on this world, such as it is, to sometbing higher
and better, and, in so doinug, help ourselves on mîth it ? 'There
is no place in this world for romancing with speculative ideals.
The great problem is, what are we, real personalities in this real

* world, o? which we are a part, going to do to help it on to a life
* that is higher, truer and better ? Let us reinind ourselves again

that, whether wve wilt or not, our lives will bring to the world a
contribution of cither weal or woe. Life is not, a negative quan-
tity. Vie shall niake te world either better or worse. More-
over, if we do not make the world better, iL wvill makze us worse.
Such is our constitution and relationship that if we are flot help-
ing others to something higher, wve are oui-selves being dragged
down to something lower. Commingling huinan life, like coin-
mingling waters, tends to a level.

Wheti 1 speak of our being in the world just as we are,I
refer to the facts by -w',hich we are conditioned in our lives. Mati
lias been endowed 'vith physical, mental, social and spiritual na-
ture. We, hiowever, as individuats have not inherited these
endowments under the condition of tlieir original creation. An
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