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through the press that hie Nwould_ begin preachiing on a certain
day. The work opened in an encouraging way, the people
beingr attracted at first by the no%,elty gof the venture and
afterwards by Mr. Gihinour's agreeable and original way of
preaching. Soon the first Baptist churcli in Aberdeen Nvas
organized withi Mr. Giliniour as pastor, those interested in the
step havingr agreed to appoint a day for fasting and prayer and
so foriti themiselves into a clîurch. This pastorate lasted tili
1830, and it wvas one in whichi lie " endured hiardness as a, goo<l
soldier of Jesus Christ," bis efforts Leing seconded by a loyal
band of workers. In 1822 lie mnarried Janet Walker, of Irvine,
a woman who, 'vith a somenewhat weak constitution, possessed
superior mental and spiritual endownients, an extraordinary
wvealthi of affection, aind a distinct talent l'or poetry. Mrs. Gil-
mour lived tili 18.52, and these thuîrty years of their married lific
were years of unalloyed bappiness. M1r. Gihniour neyer wearied
in acknowv]edging the hielp whichi cainie to 1dim throughi lier
gýýntle and elevating influence.

In 1830 he resigned his charge in Aberdeen to undertake
work in Montreal, a number of indications pointing in that
direction, the nmost promiinent Lieing a visit froin Mr. John
EMwards, well known in Eastern Canada, who, after being
directed by the Messrs. Haldanie to the pastor of the Baptist
elhurch in Aberdeen as a suitable mnan for the wvork in Canada
for which hie was, seeking Laborers, soughit out Mr. Gilmour
and assured him. that his luty lay in Canada. H1e carried also
with hirn a letter from Mr. Ehenezer Muir to whorn Mr. Gihinour
hiad said good-bye some years before, at Greenock. The Aber-
deen pastor, therefore, resigned his charge and said farewell
amid many tears. 11e was now about to identify his fortunes
wîvth those of the New XVorld. After a voyage of nearly six
weeks, he landed in Montreal iii September, 1830. IHere also lie
liad the hionor of doing pioncer wvork and of collecting the con-
stituent membeirs of the first Baptist church organized. in Mon-
treal. He began preachinga in Bruce's kichool house in M1cGill
Str.-et, t('wo days after Iandinge About a year later a churchi of
twenty-five members wvas fornied, with Mr. Gilmour as pastor.
A lot n St. Helen Street was puý-chased and a chapol erected
upon it, the site being to-day indicated by a marble slab on the
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