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SMELT TME ORES IN CANADA.
‘The following article under the above heading ap-
pears in the Toronto World:

“The great bulk of the orc of the mines in the Koot-
enaycountrv whether'gold or silver, is shipped across
the boundary line into the United States for the pur-
posc of smelting. 1t is true there is one large smelter
near Rossland and a promise of others being built;
but as long as the present system is allowed to con-
tinue just so long will the smelting of Canadian ores
be carried on largely in the United Sta.cs, to the
sreat prolit of Americans and to the certain loss of
Canadians. The News-Advertiser, a paper published
in \"ancouver, brings up this question. It points out
that the output of the silver nunes in the Slocan  dis-
trict 1s hnding its way to the Amernican smelter at
Lacoma, and calls upon the people of Vaucourer to
tuhe suine steps to preventit.  In view of the fact
that the output of the Slocan mines is certain to de-
vefop i aseny short tune o civnsus proporlivns,
our western contemporary asks the citizens of
Vancouger to take the matter up seriously, and 10
crect a smelter in that city. This, we take it, is a wise
ior ¢ ua the part of the people of Vancouver.  Rut
something more has to be done, and that something
by the Dominion government, Parliament at its next
session ought to passa law putting a heavy export
duty on all ore going out of the country for smelting
purposcs and even matte—which is the product of the
smelters  going out of the country for the final proc-
ess of refincment, The World, furthermore, would
sitpport any government which would bonus or sub-
sidize, if pnvate capital does not seck its way togiving
it, smnelters for handling the British Columbia ores.
\lining may be profitable to the individuals whe
reap the profits of valuable mines, but mining is much
more profitable to the people of the country when all
the work 1n connection therewithis distributed among
them and not given to the nuners, smeclters and re-
siners of forcign countries. Now 1sthe ume for the
rovernment at Ottawa to show whether it is equal to
the occasion and ready to do whatever is necessary
to make British Columbia and Ontario and the other
provinces a source of wealth and work to the people
of our own country and not a source of wealth and
work to our rivals who live in the country to the south
of us.”

‘The World has been anu 1s « good nend o muuay
and 1o West Kootenay. Itis sad to see such an ar-
ticle published in such & paper  Itis certain that if
the World were better acquainted with the existing
conditions it would not have published such an artlcle
and it is to be hoped that it will reconsider its position.
In one pasticular not only s arguments butts facts
are wrong. The Dominion government has given a
bonus to smelters established in Canada, a very bene-
ticial bonus.

The United States by placing a duty on lead ores
and also by insisting on sampling works at ports of
entry has also encouraged smelting in Canada. But
this action, prcciscly similar in cffect to an export
duty, has injured mining here more than it has assisted
smelting. Miniag employs ten men where smelting
cmploys one, and wages in mining are higher. Can
we afford to tax mining to foster smelting? Further
than that, the success of the miningindustry depends,
not on where the ore is smelted, but on how much of
the ore is mined. But it may be argued that an ex-
port duty on ore would not be a tax on mining. It
would, and a most miquitous tax. Successful smelt-
ing is a very difficult problem, depending on many
different conditions. Some low grade ores can be
treated more profitably where they are mined. In
this case smelters come fast ecnough where they are
needed. Other low grade ores acquire commercial
value from their use in smelting other ores. These
must be shipped. For instance, the wet ores ot the
Stocan arc cagerly sought after to smelt the dry ores
found in many sections of the United States. Canada
ships thosc ores at a premium.  What is the result?
The Slocan has stood the depression and has revived
quxckcr than any purely silver-lead producing coun-
try in the world. Mining is active there, wages are
ligh and people are prosperous. Should all this be
killed to keep 2 hundred men employed running a
smelter? Surely not, The World goes further and
further astray when it talks about refining. Howlong
is it since the United States became a metal refining
country? How much crude bullion and’ mattc does
the United States still export?
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NOTARY PUBLIC.

Of course, evervonn hopes to sce Canada some day
with a mint ae b Conace of herown and a large home
marhet fur refined copper and lead. Butin the mean
ame Canada has no market for gold and silver, and
a lmited market for copper and lead. Tberefore,
having suade she st eapurt those articles. Now,
this appears to be logic.  If we can manufacture gold
and silver, icad ana copper, more cheaply than the
outsider, then there is no advantage in an export duty,
It we can not {and at present we certainly could net),
then, being obliged to sell at the same rate, the in-
creased cost of production must come out of the ore.
That is to say, mines near the minimum of pay would
be closed down and the opening up of low grade mines
would be checked. The principle of protectlon, good
or bad, is bound up within the limits of the home
market. The idea of protect:ing a product which must
be eaported tofind a market s ridi- ulous.  The article
«oncludes with the well-worn reference, “Is our rivalry
of that unsp.akable type which would go so far as to
injure oursclves in order to prevent a benefit to our
rivals?” If both benefit mutuglly should we not be
glad rather than sorry?

AS A GOLD PRODUCER.

The importance of Russia as a gold producer has
never been fully appreciated, partly because of the
remoteness of the chief gold fields,and partly because
the output is carefully kept at home, and very little of
it enters into the world’s gencral stock. Very. few
people realize that, taking the production of 1895 as a
basis, the Russian mines furnish about one-sixth of
the total nutput of the yellow metal, and that the pro-
bability is that this proportion will increase rather
than diminish. So far as the Sibenan gold fields,
which furmish the greater part ot the productiny, are
concerned, it may be said that the work already done
is cntirely superficial. Only the placers have been
worked and those generally in a rather primitive
way, whiie explorations have been in the main
limited to the haphazard work of the pros-
pectors. A few Russian engineers have from time
10 time uncertaken some more scientific work, but
this has been limited to a few districts. Deep mining
is almost unknown and the search for gold‘bearing
veins has hardly been begun anywhere outside of the
Oural region. I tsecems probable that 2 few years
will see an important change. Already foreign cap-
ital is becoming interested, and preparations are being
made for the exploitation on a large scale and with
modern appliances of the rich placers of Trans-Baikal
and the upper valley of the Armour. The work al-
ready done in those districts gives assurance of
success in the future.

RUSSIA

WORK ON THE CALIFORNIA.

Until Saturday, when surface water filled the Cali-
fornia shafts there were 18 men at work on the proper-
ty. Pumping machinery has been ordered and will
probably be in place within a weck, when work on the
shafts will be resumed. The No. 2. shaft is being
sunk on a very promising bit of capping ncar the
southwestern corner of the location.  Itis now down
55 feet, the bottom being in fairly mineralized rock,
which is considerably broken up. Itis likely that a
drift will be run to the north, as the shaft is evidently
50 fcet or so from the ore. The working tunncl, now
110 feet on anorth and south lead, is followtng a seam
of quartz diorite showing a good deal of miancral, The
tunnel will be driven some 150 fect to tap the vein
which is traceable on the surface -at the top of the
hill, and on which good ore was recently found. The

site for a compressor planthas been gradedbut it has
not yet been decided whcthcr the com J):my will have
its own plant or obtain power for its drills from the
Black Bear compressor.
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JROBBINS & ONG, &4 ™
A1SSAYERS AND CHEMISTS.
PRICES FUR ASSANING.

‘rcr only 82 00 ' Lead. wet :lss\ys: fot Antimony 82
(»o 'md Coppcr 2 %

00
bllic:l vees seesss 2 50 Arscnlc sesses 500

d only...... | \0 Iron . . 2 50 Nickel . 10 00
Qilvcronl Zine 200! Cobalt . . 1000

Gold and Silver. :oo Sulphur ..
Lead, fire assay 1 oo Aluninum’ .

‘T'en or morc samples from same party in :m one month, i per
cent off list prices. Five or more brought inat one time same
discount. Special attention given to samples by mail,

QFFICE WITII REDDIN & JACKSON, ROSSLAND, B, C.

CHAS. W. CLUETT,
ASSAYER.

« REAR.. OE  GROCERY:
OPPOSITE BANK OF MONTREAL.

ceesees 3 oo| Coal Analysis 10 oo

JAS. HUNTER

HUN 1 EI{ BROb RONT, HUNTER
MINING SUPPLIES.

Agents for. Giant Powder Co., Goodwin Mining
Candles, Jessopaud Canton Steel, Pipe and Fittings,
Verona Tools, Tin shop in connection.

ROSSLAND, B.C.
MI‘NING PRINTING.

We are prepared to_print STOCK CERTIFICATES,
ProsreECTUSES, PAY RoLls, VOUCHERS, ORDER
BraNKS, and other Mining forms.

Our work speaks for itself.

REVIEW PRINTING HOUSE.
Miner Block, East of Postoffice.

SPOKANE FALLY & NORTHERN

RAILWATY,

Nelson & Fort Sheppard Railway.

The Only Route to Trail Creek

and the Mineral District ot the Colville reservetion, Nelson,
Kaslo. Kootenay Lake and Slocan Points,

DAILY EXCEPT SUNDAY BETWEEN
SPOKANE; AND NELSON.

Leave Golng North, Artive Golng South,
x:l‘o p.m..“...... ceenaees NORTHPORT...cccovavee. 22 gpm.
Passengers for’l‘nll cresk mines connect at Northport wm‘-

stages an steamer daily.

Close connection at Nelson with steamers for Kaslo and :zll
Kootenay lake points,

Passeagers for Kettle tiver and Boundary creck connect at

Marcus with stage daily

GOLUMBIA & WEY

Time Table in Effect July 1, 1896.

No. 2. PASSENGER, Daily except Sunday-
Leaves Rossland ... .
Arrives at Trailo, o cecaesees

No. 6. PASSENGER Sunday on|

Leaves fosstand ..
Arrives at Tral

No. 4, PASSENGER, Dai
La)cs!{oss and .
Arrives at Trail ...

No. 3 PASSE\GER Daily cxccp: Sunday—
Lecaves Trall ......

Arzives at Rossland

No. 1. PASSENGER, Daily

Leaves Trall coaveeienns
Arrivefat Ross .

No. 5. PASSENGER. Sunday only—

5 Trall vesecnsococecece ® sovnncasensonsoneesllO0 2 M

AtrivcsatRossland...............................xx.4s am

Connection made at Trail with ALL STEAMERS, both upand
down the Colmmbdia river.

or freight rates and farther part Iculars, write to

F. P, GUTEL1US, Gcn‘l Sup't,
ssland, B. C.




