
The' Plot Against Paul

Lesson VI. T1M PLOT AGAINST PAUL 'May 10, 1003

Acts 23: 12-22. Study vs. 10-35. Coimmmit to memory vs3. 20-22.
RCead Acts 22: 29 te 23 : 9.

12 And whien It wvas day, i certain of the Jcws
baîîded tegether, aud hound themselves unider a
curse, 8ityliig that thev îvouId neither eat ner drink
tili they had killed Pistil.

13 And they wverc more than forty which 2 hiad ade
thls conspiracy.

14 And they came to the cic!f pricats and eiders,
and said, We have bound onrseives under a great
curse, 3 that ive wiil cat nothing until wue have 4 shsin
Paul.

15 Nowv therefore ve ivith the couincil signif v to the
chIe! captain that lie bring hM down unte voit 5 to.
anorrow, as though ye votild 6etiuinre somIething
more perfectiy conceruing hM : and wve, or ever hie
ccGme near, are ready tel kilt hiîn.

16 8 And when PauI'îî sister's son heard of thcir lv-
inginu wait, 9hce %veut aud entcred Jnto the castle, suid
teld Paul.

17 Then Paul called one i! the centurions unte
hlm, aud Etaid. Brin g this yuîug man unto the chief
captain: for hie hath 1Oaderwîin, thîug to tell Jimi.

18 Se lie took hlm, aud brotight him to the chie!
Captain, and said, Paul the prfisouer calledl nie tinte

hil, ani Il praved nie to briug tlîis y.%ouutg mail uxîto
Suce, whvlue ath Semethlig te siîy unto Suice.

19 Te en the ehief captain took hilm by the haud,
and 12 ivent ivitht hiti aside privately, and îisked him,
W~hat is that thonl hast te tell me?9

20 And lie said, The Jews have figretd .to lidesire
thee that thon woidest *oring dewui Paul to-nîorrow
14 inte the coulncit, lis thoughi 1j they wouild eliquire
somnewhiat 16 of hlm more per!ectly.*

21 But do net thon vield unlto them :-for there lie
ii tiait for itim of theri iiore thani fortv niien, whichi
have bouud themseives 17 ivlth an osîth, that they
xviliiecther est uer drink tilt thev have killed hlm:
aiîd uow are thcy ready, ieekingý fbr 'lia promise frem.
thec.

22 'Se the chie! captain thrim letthc young man,12 de-
part, and charged hlmi. ',*e fhouit te main that thon-
h as t 20 shesved these thirigs te suc.

REevised Version-, Oi certain of: *20ml hiait:- 3 to tasSe: 4 killed: -, Omnit te-morrow; 6judge of lits
case more exactiy; i siav: 8 laut Paul 's : 9 and hie came; v) somethlug - ýi asked: ia2going aside nskcd- hlmi pri-
vately;, l3ask: iiunte: î5thu w'ruldest; i6more exactiy coucerfflug iimn:''Iunder a curse nieithier th est;
isthe ; lSgo, ch.rging hlm, Tel osignified.

- EXPLANATION

Connection-The cent§ bctwcen this Lesson alÉ
the previeus eue are: Paui's speech front the castii
stairs; is rescue by thc seldiers frem, the Jews cei
raged by his mention ef the Gentiles; is escape fron
sceurging by claitziug te bc a Roenu citizen; hik
defence ûcxt day býefore the ceuncil; anether resnuq
by the. seidiers; aud a
vision ef the Savieur at
ilht, ch. 22: 1 te 23: Il.
12. Banded together.

Tiîey saiv tiiat the Romasn
effilcer weuld net punish
Pau], uîîiess thcy couid
prove hlmi guilty o! seme
crime. anîdsotlicyrceivcd
te killi m. Bound them-.
selves under a curse;
callcd doivi Ged's an-
athcmaercurse upon thcm-
selves, If tlîcy did net kecp
their vew. It,shews how
desçpcrately Iîî earncst thcy
wcrc. Neither eat xsor
drink:- an aucicntformi of -

oati,lSan.14:24. Itmade -

feels, tee, in PauI's case, of - -

tliese who toek It.
13. Xore thaui forty. A. Itzan Centurion

lt would *t>e easy te get aîîy
aiumber of men te do tue dced, se bittcrly did theý
hatelPauilch. 22: 21,22. Conspiraoy;frein a Ladst
%word meaniig -te breathe together,11 a secret agrc
ment as if whispcring tegether. Sonie tlîink thai
tiiese men beiongcd te the Sicarli er Assassinîs ïierrcd
te iu eh. 21:'38.

14. The ohief priests and eiders; members el
the Jcwish coeil, ch. 22: 30. We have bound
ourseives. They do net beitate te tell the plot tx
the, ceuticil, who wcre as cager fer Paul's bieod ui

t1lemsclvcs. They thoughit they were doiîîg a re-
&*b euts net. 'Under agreat ourse. The expressioiî
îîsed by thc ronspiraters ia one îvhich denotes gréat
c ariîcstness. Its literai translation Is, Il vith a ourse

S]lavie c csrsd ourselves."1
a 15. With the council; with the approvai of the

svhiolc council. Signify; give notice te. As
thougrh ye-would en4uire. It svouid seesa tg the
Reman efficer quite rcasoîîabie that thc -counc 'Il
shotîld be alle'vcd te exarmine. Pui]more clescly.
Eeady to kili hlma; on lits way, te the cotîncil.
Tue priests cvidently.conseiîted te this villaiîîy, ch.
25:12, 3.

16. Pau1's sister's son. Notblng more is knowîî
e! hlm;, but th is eue dèed showcd hlm faithful, brave
and rcseurce!îil. Heard. It ivas ucù secret angn
the Jews. Into the castie. Fau1's frieiidq had
appareîîtly froc aIrcess ýte Iilm, as afterwait]s at
Coesarca, cli. 24 :23. The chic! captain xnay. have
treatcd hM the more mildly because hie %wished te
make amenda fer lits isult in haviug beunid a; Roman
citizen (cli. 2 :.27.29) centrary te law.

17, 18. 3Brought hina to the chiet oaptais.
The centurion'a conipiaisce wvith Paîîl's request
showrs thie Rcimau sense o! fair play, aise the respect
whichi Pau]'s ceuduet had gaincd for hiiii. Paul
the p3risoner; prohably stili bouîid 'with chains, ch.
21: 3.?. Prayerd. The old sneaîiiîg e! tais word was
siiiplyl"teoask."1 Paul lfiad askd thse centurion.

19. Took hlmn by the hs.nd; ina friendly way,
Lte niake hlmt feel nt home. What.ls that, etc.? IUc

%vas auxieus te kîîow; for plots woe very cemmen,
and governors aud efficers had ever te bc on their

1 gsîard.
20-22. The Jews have agreed. The story Is

r again tel, perhaps lut the lad's own wvords. A
promaise froma thiee; te seiid Paul te the eîvigh
coticil. Charged hi=; te kecp silence, te give

i hlm time te rescue Faut (sec vs. 23, 24).


