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2lte Forgiving Spirit [Aue

Lnse4e~ VU. MHE FORGIVING SPIRIT
Matt. 18 : 21-35. Commit to memory vs. 21, Z2. Read Matt. 18:- 15-35.

Auglust 112, iqoo

«21 Tlhci carne Pe'fer te hin, asnd salid, Lord, hoiw 'pence: and lie laid lîbands on hlm, and tock Ili,, by
cnit shalh iny bi-otber slut againist me, aud I forgive thle throat, saln g1, Puy 0 me that theu owesî.
hueip? tilt sevei thlies? 29 Â nd lits feîlowservant fell down. at bis feet.

22 Je'sus saith umieo Jilmn, 1 siiy not unte thee, Until and bcsought Jin, saylng, Have patience wvith me.
seven tbintes: but, Until seventy times seven. and 1 will pay tlîee Bail.

-)4 Therefore is the klngdoin of heaven lilcencd 30 And lie %vould flot: but Nvent and cast Jiln ite
iiuite a certaini ir<ng, whichl would itake account of prison, tîli ho should pay the debt.
lus st-rvanits. 8! Bo wvhen his feilowvservants saw wnhat ývas danse

24 And wheil lie flad heg-un te reekon, One WvaS they wero 9 very sorry, and came and told unie thtel;
lr u n ito hilmn, w'ilîi owed Jilin teii thousand lord ail that was done.

talents. 82 Then bis lord, 10alter that hae had called hlmu
,25 ]lit forasmneh as lie had flot 2 te, pay, hîs lord sald unto hum 0 thou ickled servant, 1[forgave tiîeé

connmaided hlmi ta ba sold, and lis wife, and chtld- ail that debt, because thou Il desiredst nie:
t'en, andt ail that lie ivati andi payment to hae made. 33 Shouldest not thon aise hava had iicompassln

26 'rTe servant therefore fell down, and wonhippad on thy fel oowservautt, evenl as 1 had 12 pity on thoe
hlmi, sav iIij Lordl, have patience wlth ina, aîîd 1 w 4Adhi odiasîrt, n eierdhmt
pay thetse ai 4Adbslr vswoh n eiee fnt

27 Then the lord cf that servant wvas niovcdi with the tormientors, untîl he should pay ail that da ue
compassion, and 3 loo!.ed Ilmu, and forgave hlm the un111 hlmn.
delut. 35 S0, 13 lkewise shall ny heavenly Fathar do tise

28 Bl -l4 the same servant went out, and found oe unto y ou, if ya frein your hearts forgive îlot erwy
of his filelinservamts, wvhiclî owed hlm an hundred eue bis brother their trespassas.

Ravised Version-' Miake a reckoning wlvth; 2 Wharewith; sRaiaasad; 4 That servant; t HoUd;
O WIat, 7SOIbisfilwsrît feli dewn anffbesought; 8 Osai!al : 9Excaadlng; 10 Called him unto hil
and saitite hlm; 11t lieseugltest; 12 Mlercy;l13 Shah also my lieaveilyrFatlier deunie you, ifye forgive net
every oee bis brother frem yeur hearts.

b EXP LA

îth t!ie si of"ffe-ndinig," or causing
others to stumible. This led on naturally te
the sis of other agaiinat us, and lîow tlîey
are te, be deait Nvith. Thîis, in its turn, sug-

gese 7pIzed Peter's question.
2.Then came :Peter; seeking more

liglit on the qiuestien of forgiveness. My
brother; his brother iii Christ, or his
brother Jew. The ile given applies te ait
men. How oftP The Rabbis had set miles
fer fergiving. They measuired eut religion
as eue niîght ceunt bricks. 'Until seven
tintes. The~ Rabbis said "Ithree times,"I
and Peter thinks seven a great stretch of
generesity.

22. Seventy times seven; eithe.r-490 or
seventy tirnes and seven, as iii margin cf
Rev. Ver. It means "1always. 1 There us
ne eutward rtile. Forgiveness springs frorn
a inercifuil heart. It is never exhausted.

23. Likonad unto. The pamrable illus-
trates a geverning principle ef the Kingdom
of God. Take account. Orientali despots
entrusted evervthing te, favorites, and made

reckoningony an rare occasions.
24,25. One;, in very lighl position. Ten

thousand talents; an enormnous debt. A
Hebrew siiver talent ivas worth 12,000 densrii
(the Ilpence"I o! v. 28), say $2,000 ; thel10,000
talents, $20,000,000, a quite possible debt
for a verv corruiýt official with great eppor-
teinities for stealing ; but an utteriy hopeles
debt. To be sold, and bis wlfe and chl-
dren. The raie, te tinis day, in Syria.
Wives and chidren were mere chattels.

26e 27. Worshipped hlm; abject pros-
tration before his lord and master, Have
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patience. I"Defer your anger and give nie
tirne.I Loosed; rcleased him. Itwans.gn
exceýedingiy generous act, te, which the
King's compassion meved him.

28. The same servant. What a fine
scerai here, in Jesus' words 1 One of Mes
fellow« servants; inferior officer of the
same court, both dependent on the king
An hundred pence., The denrini
(é penny ") wvas worth about 17 cents, and
was the ordinary daily wvage of a laborer;
se that this 'was a littie over three months'
wages, say $17, less than a millionth part e!
luis own debt.

29,1 30. Have patience; the sanie re-
quest as hie hiunseif had macde of the king.
ne wouid not; ungrateful. churi. that lie
was Oast hiim inte prison; the Turkish
imethod te-day of deaiing with debtors.

3 1. His fellow servants . . . were
serry; the oiy good feature in the story.

32-34. Thou wicked servant. Want
of gratitude and ivant of heart are ai.
Shouldast net thou ? Perfectly faim reason-
ing Even as I had pity. Hwvs u

kzing' s mercy had been. Wrotb.; and no
wondàer. Delivemed him to the torment.
ers. *(ntil very lately, in Turkey, ne torment
N'as spared 'with debtors, even te, the puliing
o! teeth and the slitting of ears and noies.

35. Se, Iikewise. God abhors mercilesi-
ness. My heavanly Pather. Jesus niakes
T-imself one with God in this abhorrence
Do aise unto yen; net in the details of
the punishment, but foi lowing the principle
o! mnerciiessness te the merciiess. The con-
trary is biessediy true, (Matt. 5; -7.) Renýd
aise Ex. 36: 5-7.
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