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_LUMBERMAN.

LUMBERING IN THE ADIRONDAOKS.
Much has been said and is being written—
says & correspondont of tho Daily Adverlise,
Boston, who contributes tho following interest-
ing facts anont the lumbering opérations of this
most romantic section of cotintry—of the dese-
cration of the Adirondack region by tho build-
ing of railroads, the despoilation of its forests
by lumbermen, the pollution of its wators by
saw milla and tanncries. JIf an onterprising
man enters within its sacrod grovoes hois im.
mediately assailed, anathomatized and spoken
of as enemy to man and defrauder of postority.
Howover pertinent these warnings may bo to
other regions, they aro wholly inapplicable to
the Adirondack region, and I beliove to most
lumber regious, for reasons that aro patent to
all who can or will study the subjoect. Like all
primeval forests, ours consists of trees of every
age and size, from tho tiny sapling up to tho
mature tres that bas defied tho storms of a
century, aud ita muro venerable congeners that
are passing down tho othe: slopo of the antic.
linal of life, Some having lived their allotted
time, convertod all their vital cucrgies, died,
and are falling par; passu to their mother carth,
reticulatiog it with their prostrate forms in
evory atate of decomposition,
" At present, tho ouly meaus of transporting
lumber of this region is by floating it, in tho
round log, down the streams to mills located on
“one of the railroads thac skirt overy side of it,
None put coniferous trees, pine, spruco and
cedar, will float well, therofors none other are
cut, and of these nono of less than 27 to 30 in-
ches in circumferenco aro oarketable. The
result is that the lumberman takes, on tho aver
age, ten or fifteen of the largest and most
mature troes from an acre.  When railroads are
‘built through the region, which will be done
sooner or later, probably an equal number of
deciduous (hard wood) trees will be cut for the
narket. Even in this case no more trees (and
‘those the maturest) will bo cut than a scientific
forester would take out, had he no other view
than the health, beauty and vigor of those that
are lefl—young trees that aro awaiting their
turn, Is it not better that those mature trees
should be utilized by the jnesent goncration of
men, than that they should fall aud decay use-
loasly, excépt to generations of trees that may
Yovel in their slements a hundred or & thousand
years henca ? When this subject was discussed
in the New York Legislature last winter, a
trustworthy expert stated that if be could take
the whole assembly over the Adirondack region
in -a balloon, not one in 50 of the members
could tell whers the lumbermen had cut all the
saleabls trees and whero ho had not.  He was
right. None but an oxpeit, and ons, too, that
had viewed tha premises befors the despoliation,
could tell ; and then by cnly missing the black:
tops of the firs, In JO years these will reay.-
paar, and the territory can be profitably lum.
bered again.

That fire may follow the woodsman’s axe is
possible, but not so probable, nor are its effects
half so deplorable as that of a virgin forest.
The conditives favorable to the former are
more 8o for the latter. The largest and most
destructive conflagrations have occurred where
the gréen timber was still standing. When a
firs is once started In a resinous group it doss
not wait for dry food, but leaps fromn conifer to
conifer, and fiom base to top with electric
speed., *incinerating the living with the dead.
That prince of oxplorers, Baron Nordenskiohl,
in his  ** Voyagoe of the Vega,” an speaking of
tho pino forests that ho discovered on the Ven.
iset, within the Articcircle, in Northern Siberis,
says: ‘It is of enonnous oxtent, a primoval
forest nearly untouched by theaxe, but in many
places devasted by forest fires.” The most
thrilling and awful sight I over witneased was
a grove-of tercbinthinoe trees on fire, lighted
from a match that had litmy cigar. Almost
instantaneously each was a writhing pyramid
of flamé. It was Sholley. I think. who called
the lightning tho Inughter of tho clonds. This
seamed like tho revelry of tho demons, in which
tho four winds joined and outvoiced tho roar of
tho ocean,

1 bavo said that tho logs aro all floated down
the stream. Thoy go principally to the mills at
Potsdam on the Rajyuctto and Glen's Falls on
tho Hudson. Tho current and gravity tako all

but a small percontago to tho lattay, in tho‘
courso of throo years, mostly in tho first year,
whilo owing to the wide bays, narrow gorges
snd rooky rapids only a small percontago would
over roach the lormor without other aid. A
drivo of about 750,000 logs, all just 13 feot 8
inchos long, belonging to half & dozen owuers,
sufficiont to mako 060,000,000 of manufacturod
lumber, passes down tho Raquotto annually
ocoupying ssveral months, That which passed
this placo in April has not reachod Potadam
yot. Tho cutting and running of these logs is
an industry of aome magnitudo, tho picturcsquo
and novel features will bo interesting to thoso
not familiar with the subject. About the time
the sun crosses the line in the autumn, gangs
varying from 23 to 75 stout men may bo scen
passing from hor genial rays into tho rhado of
tho great wilderness, Jike flocks of hybernating
birds and, liko birds, they do not reappear into
force until the sun has recrossed tho lino and
tho vurnal season is at hand. They go in with
dampers down aud in silence, but como out with
throttle open, jostling the air with the outpour.
ings of their long pent-up exuberance. When
thoy reach the territory from which thoy are to
cut marketable trees, they build a log shanty,
with two communicating apartments, covered
with long spars hollowedout trough-like,withthe
axe, laid side by aide, the space between thom
covered by others inverted and lock " 1 into them,
making & water-proof, and, when calked on
the inner side with moss, a warm roof. One
apartment is used by the men, who sleop in
bertbg or bunks built, in ticrs of threo, against
the wall, of saplings fastened with withes, and
filled with fragrant boughs for mattresses. Thess
berths are made without the uss of nails ortools
save tho axe, The other apartment is used for
a storeroom and kitchon, whore the food is
cooked and served to the men, which is other
wise considered sacred to the uses of the women
cooks, scullions, ete., and their families,

The most approved plan for thess logging
shantiesis one inherited from esrly civilizations,
but better adapted to the wants and health of
its occupants than any modern conception, It
is oblong, with an aperture some 6x12 fect in the
centre of the roof, beneath which, on tho carth,
a fire fed by logs 8 to 10 feet in length is kept
burning night and day, affording a genial heat
and perfect ventilation, and around which the
men, wet from melting snows and dripping
trees, sit, dry their clothes, smoko their pipes,
and while away the long evenings, and thon
turn into the surrounding bunks and sleep,
without being assailed with fetid air or un.
wholesome draughts, there being no other open-
ing for light or air. ‘The men in thess camps
are very rarely affocted by the colds, coughs,
sors throats and neuralgic pains that afflict al-
most constantly men in camps warmed by
stoves and lighted by windows.

The most classical, best preserved and most
superb apecimon of the early style of construc.
tion, which thesa lowly huts follow in a very
distant an. fesble manner, is the Pantheon, in
Rome,—

The shrine of evary sint, the temple of all gods,
From Jove to Jesus,

Built 27 years before the bicth of the latter,
the opening in the doms (which is its only
means of admitting light, or air) still bears the
marks of sacrificial fires kindled to pagan gods
almost 1,900 yoars ago. But I have wandered
far from and far above my subject. Some of
the logging csmps on the Ottawn in Canada
are so distant and inaccessiblo to wheoled veh-
icles that supplios for the autumn have to Le
hauled in on sleds the previous winter. This is
rarcly dono on this side of the St. Lawrence.
Late tcams begin to run regularly after the

mon go in. i
Tho logs are cut and placed on skidways,

ready to bo rolled on tho sleds, in tho autumn
and carly wintor. As soon as thero is sufficient
snow, teams aro sont in with large sleds that
will carry from 15 to 20 good sized logs to tho
load, the roads aro broken down and sprinkled
with water, until thoy bacome, if tho weather is
favorable, sheets of glare ico. Tho logs aro.
hauled on the river, whero thoy remain until
tho ico breaks up in the spring. Every operator
bas his mark or brand registered in the county
clork’s office. The die is cut upon tho -faco

Thoy float at random, mixing with othor logs,
until thoy reach tho assorting booms at the
mills of their owners.

A gang of river drivers consists of & bosa, n
cook, choro boys and 40 to GO mon, who must
bo young and sinewy, as thowork is rough and
dangorous. Thoy have to Ieay from log to log,
and sometimes rido ono ashoro on tho crost of a
cataract or bo carried over it ; only oxperts can
ridoalog. It consists in balancing ono'’s self
on a log, keeping it from rolling aud propolling
it in the required directivn, by a poculiar undu.
lating &nd rocking movement, without paddle
or other implemoent. Floating logs lodge upon
projecting rocks and in narrow gorges, and pilo
upon ono anothor until thoy form what are call-
od jams, many feet high anl oxtending
back miles. A jam is not usually broken until
tho rear of the drive approaches, as tho water
thus held back helps the operation. It is a
thrilling and sometimes fearful sight to sec
theso jams broken and sco the logs plunging
down precipices of one hundred feot in as many
rods, leaping, like a fiying fish, entirely out of
the watery abyss beluw, into the air, and bury
themselves in tho white foam of the next

fall.
To roturn to the matter of preserving the

sylvan beautics of the Adirondack region,
The legislaturo of Now York enacted a law at
its last svssion restraining any further sale of
tho stato lands, and T think T have shown that
it ig clearly not benoficial to the private owners
of timber lands to despoil them, and self inter-
est is a powerful motor in the conduct of mon.
But there is another, 3 meteorological reason,
why this region is not likely to be shorn of its
forests. No considerablo arca is ever deforest
ed orf(in the vernacular) *‘cleared,” unless it is
adaptable to agricultural uses. It has been
demonstrated that in consequence of the long
cold seasvnof theAdirondacks,noland lyingmore
than 1,300 feet above tido-water in that region
can be cultivated profitably, or without frequent
disaster. Nearly all the wilderneas proper lies
above this line; its fincst and most intoresting
scenery, all its rock.riven and romantio passes,
its affluence of lake and river systems, most
of its summer and hygienic resorts, and its
chief attractions lie ahove the lino of profitable
cultivation of tho soil

A LOST TIMBER SHIP?
Among tho shipping casualtics of the week,
the most conspicuous and worthy of note is that
of the atandonment of the Dublin timber ship
Westminster, in tho Atlautic Ocean, somo 20
degrees of longitude westward of Cape Clear,
on the 12th ult. It appears that the ship was
caught in a heavy galo, increasing, it is said, to
a hurricane on the Yth, when homeward bound
with a cargo of timber from Quebec, and was
struck by a heavy sea, which carried away the
deck-houses, the boats, and ‘the deckload, and
aleo damaged the rudder, so as to reader it
useless ; while up aloft the sails were blown
out of the bolt ropes, after which the vessel be.
camo unmanageabls, and apparently water.
logged, as the crew of 23 hands, under the
command of Captain Morris, could 6nd no place
to occupy but the poop or tho rigging, while
the ship wallowed kelplessly in the trough of
the sea, which washed over her liks a half-tide
rock.
YFivo men, it scems, wero at the steering gear
when the sca first broke on board, and tho
sccund mato aud several others were sescrely
injured, apparently by the looso timber and
wreckago flying about. This stato of things
continued until Thursday afternoon, and doubt-
less tho sufferings of tho men, especially thoso
that wero injured, must havo been very great,
from their want of shelter and being reduced
to 2 biscuit & day and somo limo juice, a3 they
could not get at any fresh water or provisions,
Fortunately, on Thursday afternoon the steamer
Australian hovo in sight, and her conmander,
obscrving the signals of distress flying on board
tho Westmiuorter, bore duwa to her, and extn.
cated all hands from their penlous and almost
porato condition, and brought them to Liver-
pool. The published accounts are very meagro,
but there does not appear to have been any lifo
lost, nor is mention mndo of any case likely to
prove fatal among the injured men, so that

of & hammer and indonted upon both ends

of tho logs whilo they arc on tho skidways.

it may bo anticipated that all will recover and
Lecomo again able scamen, whoso lives wero

worth proserving for themselves and others,
Nor is it found that tho recollection of pains
and perils past has any uncomfortable efiect vn
tho future lives and spizita of those who have
suffered. thom if their health waa not poriian.
ontly damnged theroby. Noithor avo thoy dis.
couraged from following their usual calling,
and facing tho samo dangers whonoever in the
way of duty thoy chance to encounter them,
They oven obtain a sort uf prestigo amung ail
their frionds and acquaintances as heroes who
have passod’th .ugh a trying ordeal, and hao
o stirring talo of the sen to tell.

Now tho Westininator was rather an old tim.
bor ship of 1,426 tons register, built at Quebeo
as long ago as 1807, and belonging to Mr, W,
Murphy, of Dublin. But tho trouble sho feil
into docs not appear t  havo had anything to
do with her ngo. Thero is no mention of her
having sprung a lesk, and the wates that got
into her sceras to have come from above instead
of bolow. In teanng away tho-deck huuses
and cargo, rents would bo made through which
water bursting in hugo masses over the decks
would find ita way below in tons at a tiwe;
and the pumps in such o case wuuld have beon
uscless, ovon had the crew been able to keop
the main deck and work them. Horo, there.
fore, was ., caso wherothe worst picrils of the sca
bofell a timber ship, whoso only merit was—and
an immense one it turned out to bo—that in the
last extromity water could not sink her.  Every.
thing was lust but the lives of thuse sho car.
riod, and, whatever thoy suficred, they no doubt
fcel thankiul that thoy are now safo in Liver.
pool, and that the old timber ship kept them
up till succor arrived to redeem them from tho
jaws of death.

It is so much the fashion to derido wood
built ships as something obsolete and out of
date, that wo aro glad of an opportunity to
show where they have an advantage over their
iron competitors, and when it is o question
of saving lives no ono is indifferent to tho inci.
dent.

In tho last fatal collision in the Channel be.
tween two iron ships belonging to the same comn.
pany, tho Waitara wags said to havesunk in four
minutes after sho was struck, and to have car.
ried down with her twonty-six of the people on
board, some of whom had not time toget on
deck beforo she filled. A very shocking thought

1 to follow out, which need not be done here, and

which could not have happened to those on
board the Westininster, which saved her peopls
when all clso was past saviog, and gave them
another chanco for their lives, !

It may bo argued that with a Quebec timber
cargo on board an iron ship would not sink, but
that is very doubtful, and at all ovents sho
would be too near total immersion for any ono
to live on board of her if once the water got the
batter of her. Also the loss of the Westmin.
ter may be attributed to her deckload, wnich of
course rendered her deeper in the water and
less buoyant than sho would have been without
it, and it being summer timne more would be
carried that way, because bad weather is not
anticipated to the samo extent &sin the wild
winter months, and long dark nights when
more cauticn in loading is supposed to e excr
cized. But any way thadeck load seems to havo
disappeared with the first heavy sea that broke
on board, and in that way tho ship was relieved
of her superincumbont weight, and tho penpla
on board thereby frmnd means to got at srme
food to avoid baing washed off tho wreck Al
wo profoss to show in this brief allusion to the
catastrophe of the Westiinster is that timber
ships wood laden aro not liable to tho same sud
den destruction by accidents of the voyage as
befall iron ships 80 often and so fatally if thoy
coma into collision with each other or aro over-
powered by stress of weather at sea.

In conclusion, wo nced only olservo that
too much praiso can hardly be given to tho
captain of tho steamner Australian (whose aame
by tho by was not mentioned in the newspap
reports) for lus prompt and cfficiont assistance
in tho hour of nced to the crew of tho West
minster. We so often hear of vessels hurrying
past others in distress, like tho Levito in, the
parable, that when wo hear of a Good Samar-
itan at sca he ought to bo mado to feel by gen
oral acknowlodgment that ho has deserved well

of his country.—Zimber Trades Journal.




