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Supposo, on tha oilier hand, a meck and quiot
spirit is indicated as tho natural growth of the
soil,—and there ara such spirits which, even be-
fore the work of regeneration, seom to have
*“less of earth in them than heaven” It may
nat be needful to stimulate such a goil to securo
a mora rank vegetation, but it mny bo quite im-
portant to eucourage tho growth of active and
encrgetic virtues, which ara quite consistent with
that ancckness and gentencss, which might
otherwiso degencrate unto indolence and pusil
lanimity,

There may he indications of a bad and in-
tractable soil, in wluch to attemipt to sow good
seod scems alinost a wasto of titne, Perhaps a
peculiar implement is needod to grub up the
fallow-greund, and the wise hushandman will
not spare time or pains till he finds or makes it,
and by its skilful use, prepares the ground for
casting in tho zced.  An extra hour of instruc-
tion, orreproof, or adinonition 3 a timely visit,
or other exhibition of human kindness or Chris-
tian lovo, may have a softening influence upon a
very hard heart and open furrows into which
the incorruptible sced may be cast with cvery
promise of germinating,

Wa could easily pursue theso analogics, bat a
thoughtful teacher can do it without help fram
un, and probahly much botter than with jt.— Ez-
change Luper.
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L==TUR TOWER OF A DAD NABIT.

A Sabbath-school teacher going one day to
inquire after an absent scholar, wentinto a chan-
dlor’s shop, where a man partly drunk was buy-
ing & piece of tobacco. ‘The shopkeeper tore a
leaf from an old Bible, and was about to wrap
the tobacco in it. * Excuse me, sir,” said the
man, “ [ should be glad il you would put tho
tobaceo in another picce of paper for I eannot
bear to sco the Bibic used so.”

Such a remark Tom such a man sarprised he
hy-standers, and the Sabbatheachool tcacher
asked how it was that he, who professed so much
omtward vespect for the Word of God, was not
trying to live according te its puro and holy pre-
cepts, 1 know your meaning,” said the lover
of rum and tobacen, “ ¥ am scorihle of what I
am daing, and whero I an gwoing; I know it as
well as you can tell m+ : but,”* he continued with
terrible enphasis, and Hoancing his fist upon tho
counter, I love the drink, and the drink 1 will
Aave.”-

In spito of conscience, in spite of reason, in
#pite of the Bible, in spitc of friends, in #pitc of
every effort tosave lum, thisman will go dov .
to a drankard's grave.  The appetite for strong
deink has got hold of him, and will dg him
torain.  Let thoyoung men and tho days,—for
1 am sorry t0 say there are such,~—who are just
begimning to drink and to smoke, mark this well.
New you may save yoursclves. Now you can
1ake a stand, and resist thesé hahits,. Now vou
can conquer.  Wait a linlg, delay aiitie, tam-
pet with the glass and 1he cigar, and they will
gain the mastery over you, and you aro lost.
Tho power of habit is stronger than the strong-
cst chain.  The Scripture says, ** Can the Ethic-
Dian change his skin, or the lcopard his spots?
then may ye also do good, that are accustomed
to do ovil.” * Look not thou upon the wine whea
itisred, whea it giveth his colour in the cup,
when it moveth itsclf avight s et the lestit biteth
like a scrpent, and stingoth like an adder”—
Child's Iaper.

U—"1T 1S TRUR, AND IT MAKER ME GLAD.”

A rich Gentleman of Silesia imbibed a bit-
ter hatred against Christianity. The coaver-
zation of bad men, the reading of infidel haoks, and
the sinful pleasares which he loved, led him 10
helieve that the Bible was uatmue, and religion
a delasion,
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Oune day, whon ho wns walking over his
grounds, he heard tho swest voice of o child read-
ing alowd.  [le followed the eound, and saw a
little girl, with a book in her hand. sitting on a
low stool at lhier cottage door. Her eyes were
filled with tenrs,

“Why do you weep? are you not well, my
dear?” asked tho gentleman, in a kind tone, as
he walked towards her.

“ 0 yes,” shoreplicll, smiling through her tears,
“ but Uweep because I am happy, so happy 1

*“How can you weep, il you nare so happy
snid the gentleman, surprised,

* Beeause I have been rending about the Lord
Jesus Christ, and I love him so much.”

“Why do youn love him f0 much? e has
been dead a Jong timo ; he ean do you no good.”

“No, sir, ho is not dead ; he lives in heaven.”

* And even if this were true, what benefie ia it
to you? If he could help you, he would aive
money to vour mother that she might buy you
hetter clothes.” Tt was casy to percieve by tho
little mirl’s dress that sho belonged to a very poor
faniily. :

*I do not wish for maney, sir; but the Lord
Jesus Christ will take e one day to himself in
heaven.”

“ It is your mother, or some such person, who
makes you believo this 1

“No, no,” said the child, carnestly, « it is true,
and Iam glad!”  Thege simplo replics, and this
happiness in paverty, struck forcibly the gentle-
man's mind.  {Ie gave tho child some money for
her mother,and went away. But he could not for-
get what she had said to him. It seemed very
strange to him,that such a little gir] should love the
Saviour, and that the thought of his love should
make her so happy ; for he felt that she had £po-
ken asshofelt. 1e tried 10 account for it, but
he could not.

Oa his return homo, he was serious and thought-
ful. Ho began to imagine that thero was, per-
haps, after all, a reality in reiigion. About a
week afterwards, he heard the church bells ring ;
and learnt that it was for the childreu’s festival.
There was 1o bo a sermon preached tnthem. He
thought he would o and hearit, The minister
delivered a touching discourse on tho toxt—
* Have ye never read, Out of the mouth of habes
and sucklings thou has perfected praiso 7—
(Matt. xxi. 16.) That discourse deeply affected
and convineed the gentleman. Ho conld no longer
doubt and disbelieve. Ifc felt then, as he had
nover {elt before. The question which the per-
secutor Saul addresnod 0 Jesus cn tho way to
Damascus, *“ Lord, what wilt thou havo mo to
do 1" aroso in his heart ; and from that time the
name of tho Saviour—a name which ho could not
hear formetly without contempt, became to him
infinitoly dear and precious,

Tha: gentleman marches now faithfally under
the holy banner of Jesus Christ.  Ho ean cchn
now the saying of the littlo girl, Tt is trno, and
it makes me glad.”—Ca. of Eng. Sab. Scholar's

Magazine.
e rea—————
SOLUTION OF D%(}'{;‘glNAL DIFFICUL-

A world of difficulty and of theological con-
troversy might bosaved, if the mind, instead of
employing itsclf upon particular pointe, could bo
conducted at onca to the the grand source of the
solution of allditficulties.  Many have diflicul-
ties about the doctrine of election 3 or the sover-

cignty of God : or the terms of reconciliation tov

God. Thoee difficaltics scem to inhere only in
the intellect; and it is natural 1o think that ver-
bal explanations may remove them. But, as
they reeult from tho blindness that isin the hearr,
the only eficctual way 10 remove them is to se-
cure the removal of that Mindnese. Thisremark
may havo illumtration inthe recorded experience
of Dr. Merla I Audigne, histerian of the Refor-
mation.  When a mudent in Germany, he was
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perplexed with doubts, and applied to an ol and

experienced teacher with 2 detail of tho diflienl-
ties of swhich ho wished a solution.  “Tho teacher
refuged 10 touch them, saying, « Wers I ta rid
you of there, others wonld come. There js o
shorter way of annihilating them.  Let Christ bo
really to you the Son of Clod, the Saviour. and
the Author of eternal life,and the light of Christ
will disperse your darkness, and the Spirit of
Christ will lead you into all truth”  ‘I'ho inqui-
rer 8ay8 i—

“1le had shown me the way, T saw it to be
right,  But it was hard to follow it, But afiers
wards, when studying the Epistla to the Ephe-
siane with two athers, wo came to that passaga
~ Now unto him that is able to do oxceeding
alundantly, nbove all that we ask or think, accor~
ding to tho power that worketh in us? &e 3 the
expression, ¢ exceeding abundantly, * he says fu]]
npon his epirit like a new revelation, They all
knelt in prayer, and their supplication, deep and
thrilling, penetrated the heavens, * When 1 arose
in the room.” he saye, 1 folt ax if my wings
were renewed liko the engles!  From that time,
I comprehended that my own svllogistng  and
cfforts were of no avail ; and that Clirist wasahlo
to do all by the power that warketh inus. The
hahiteal attitude of mny soul was to lie at the foot
of the cross.” The expericnce of D*Aubigne in
this caso ins been the experienco of thousands.

For tho salution of all our difficulties, Christ
offers himself through his spirit, as our effectual
teacher, wha shall lead us into all wruth, He
says: “Lam the way, the truth, and the life.’
He is the teacher of tho truth in that he is the life.
In giving us divine Jife, he opens a light upon the
soul which diepels its darknces. 1ia Spitit is
tho living soul of the whole system of Christian
truth.  Christianity is not simply a doctrine, or
a theory, or ahabit. Ttisa life ; and its doctrino
comes effectuaily to the mind, only as it ‘comes
along with thelife. And lifo comes only from
Christ's Spiritof life. It is the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ, that sets us free from the law of
sin and death. Lifo only ean producs jife, as it
is firo that kindles firc. ‘Iho transformation of
tho snul, and with it the true enlightening of the
mind, is by «tho pawer that warketh in us ™ Tho
soul that receives Christ, receives him as a sun,
throwing light over the new creation. The Spirit,
in now-creating the soul, fixes its aytention ypon
Christ, and sheds abroad the glory of Christ.—
He first preparen tho'heart for the discovery of
Christ, and then makes that discovery open upon
tho mind as & rising sun. The preparation con-
sists in convincing 1ho mind of ita sin and miscry.
After this eonviction comes the discovery of the
work of Christ in its trae glory.

The work, then, of solving difficultics of doc-
trine, is properly a work done upon the heart by
the Spirit of God. It does not fullow from this
that ministers should never attemt the solution
of doctrinal difficultics; but rather that they
should attempt it in & way to dircct the sinner 1o
the true saurce of all effectual reliefand satisfac-
tion in such perplexitics.—Pwritan Keccorder.
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