Totonto, December, 1849

HE ALGOMA MISSIONARY

NEWS

9l

guide. Two or threc portages were made,
and two small akes crussed before the
waters of Lake Huron were reached, only
to find a good fresh wind blowing. It
took the remander of the day to reach
Buch Island, as 1t was necessary to lol
low the shore and 1ake advantage ot the
shehter of islinds swing to the smallaes,
of thewr crafi. It was dark when Birch
Lland was reachid.  Mr. Furris, the
teacher—who seems to he domg a good
work there—received his wisitors with
much heattiness, and they again speot a
night in a schoolhnuse.

The next morning (Wednesday) was
beautiful and lnight.  I'he Bishop had
a spendid service in the schoolhouse,
which was full ot Indians. One Inthan was
corfirmed — Alexander  Nabwegahbow,
A the celebration of Huly Communion
fullowing there were twenty eight com-
munjcants It is a grievous pity that
this seulement has become divided, a
pare ¢f the band lving at Whaitefish
River, four miles away. It 1s impossible
for the Wanefi-h Indians to send theis
children to school at Birch Ihland, where
the teacher hives and waere the school
house stands. The Government s un-
wiiling 1o establish ancther school, and
the Whnefish Indians are unwilling to
jow thuse at Birch Island. The children
of the Whitcfi.h band are, thercfore, n
danger of growing up i ignorance. How-
ever, one or two have been sent to the
Shipgwauk Home. It is not 2asy to
know what to do.  The Iandians gener-
ally are restless in their habits, and bands
are frequently broken up in this way, It
15 one of the missionary’s trials. The
Indians at Birch Island seem to be in-
telhgent and progr. ssive,

In the afiernoon the party embarked
for Lutle Current—18 nules away—and
there had a service in the evening. There
was a good congregation and evident
signs of good work going on in this
place. The incumbear, Rev. W. J.
Eccleston, has charge of five stations,
three of which are Indian.

Oa Thursday wmorning, early, the
Bishop and Mr, Frost set out nn the
mail steamer for Cutler, on the north
shore of Lake Huron, where the boat
meets the tramn on the Sault branch of
of the C. P. R. From that point a short
run brought the Bishop to Walford, at
which place thure was Evening Prayer
and Confirmation, Walford is a promis-
ing agricultural settlement—one of those
stretches of fertile soil found here and
there throughout Algoma. The village
is small, but some of the farmers seem to
be doing very well.  We have no church
there, our service being held in the union
building. The use of the union building
serves to increase our sense of the value
cf a building of our own in which we can
inculcate reverence and the true idea of
worship Rev. E. Lawlor, M. A, in
cumbent of the mission of Webbwood
and Walford. is decidedly 1n better health
than he was some months ago. He is
able to keep ali his appointments and is
doing a taithful work. The lumber camps

n this vicinity are acuve.  ladeed, there
seems to be a revival of lumbeting
throughout the district.

One of those sad accidents, unfortu-
nately too common in lumber camps,
occurred a short time before the Bishop's
visit A young man, in seeking to escape
a faihing ree, was hiterally impaled upon
a sharp stake and was suffering intensely
at the time of the visitation. The dangers
atiending the occupation of the lumber.
man emphasize the importance of our
clergymen duing all they can to reach
and influence the men who at any mo
ment may be victims of some grievous
and possibly fatal accident. For this
reason, as well us for uthers, such as the
isulation of the camps and the lack of
«prrual influcnces wihan them, it is very
desirable that ou clergy throu zhout these
districts should visit them as olten as
posuble.

After a most nterssting tour, the
Bishop returned home on Fuday, the
27 h Ociober.

Conference of Clergy.

——

A Conlference rep s nting the Dustrict
of Eastern Algoma was beldin St Luke'’s
Pco Cathedral, Sault Sie. Marie, on Tues-
day and Wednesday, Nuv. 14:hand 1510,
Besides the Bishop, there were presen,
Revs. Messts. Dieccy, Batstore, Grafl,
Frost, Eccleston and Capp. Mr. Hagan,
of T'nessalon, was also present, and Rev.
Mer. Johnston, the rector of the Michigan
Sauli, attended the conference ani took
part 11 thediscussions. The proceedings
opened with a service in the Cathedral
on Tuesday evening, when the Bishop
delivered a meditation on the work of the
ministry, The first service on Weanes-
day was a celebration of the Holy Com-
munion at 7 30 o'clock, followed by
Morning Prayer at 10 o'clock. The
Conference proper was opened in the
School house at 10.30 a.m. when papers
were read as follows ~—

1. **1lindranze and Difficultics 1n the Way of
the Church Wrk in the Diocese of Algoma.”—
Qev. W. J. Ecclestone.

2, “Our Financial Posivion in reference to the
withdrawal of Grants by the E.Lglish Societies.”
—Rev. A. ]. Young,

3, ' Parochial visiting with special reference
to visitation of the sick.”—Rev. F, Frost.

. ** The Printing Press as an aid to Missiopary
Work.”—Rev. Lautence Sinclair.

5. *“Church History in connection with
Church Teaching.”—Rev. E. Laulor.

6 ** The Cnurch’s Work among the Young."—
Rev. E. H. Capp.

Mr. Eccleston pointed out the difficul-
t'es anising from the scattered nature of
the settlements, the tremendous distances
to be covered by the clergy in their min-
1stration, and the apparent apathy on the
part of many of the laity. The first diffi-
culties were seemingly unalterable, but
the indifference of the people, might, he
argued be overcome oy (1) Restoration
of Family Worship; (2) Increased at.
tention to the Sacrament; and (3) By
direct Church T=aching.

The sccond paper was nal for Mr
Young who was unale to be present.
It stated tnat in the carly days of the
diocese’s existence, furds had been sup-
plied not only by the English societies,
but by the Eastern Dioceses of the Do-
minion, who on the vpeming up of the
North-West withdrew therr contributions
from Algoma that they nught send them
farther aficld. But a worse event con-
fronts us: it is the final withdrawal of
the Enghish grants which have been con-
tnibuted so lon; and so hberally. The
position of the diocese now being the loss
by clising, of two missions per aanum
until the tiae the grants finally cease
unless money 1s forthcoming from some
new source to carry on the work The
remedy would be found wn (1) Prayer de-
fintely offered wuh this dilfizulty in
view ; (2) An increased cffort to develop
the finwcial poswions of the various
parishes in the panshes themselves ; (3)
Hearty support of the Bisnop Suilivan
Memonal Fund; (4) Appointment of a
delegate to visit Eastern Canadz to
solici- funds ; {5) Aspointment of a self
demal week throughout the Diocese, and
(6) The convenicg, f possible, of an
annual conference of clergy and laity to
discuss important phases of the diocesan
work.

The third paper, by Mr. Frost, dealt
with modes and methods 1n miss:onary
visitation.  Mr. Frost thought Sawrday
visiting, where possible, had the eff ct of
bringing peopie to chutch on Sunday.
The men could be reached in the house
only in the evening, therefore evening
visits must form a large part of one's work.
One important phase of visiting was the
instructing of the children in the Cate
chism and the teaching of hymns and
also the closing of one’s evening visit with
family prayer. Ooe oftes has opportun-
ities of speaking to the men as they work
in the ficlds or while they are chopping
in the woods. Being bemghted at an
Indian cabin gives many opportun:ties of
speaking personally to the iomates. At
such a time the neighbouring families may
be brought in and a service held.

The visiting of the sick is one of the
most important of all duties. Christ
spent most of His time among the sick.
*“I was sick and ye visited me,” Christ
will say at thelast day. The wvisits to the
sick afford opportunities of speaking of
holy things which are not to be had at
any other tme. These opportunities
should never be missed.

Rev. Mr. Sinclair’s paper, ** The Print-
ing Press as an Aid to Missionary Work ”
(rcad by a brother clergyman), pomted out
the tremendous power of that agency as a
means of extending the knowledge of
Christ and His Church. Among other
points he mentioned the output of Bibles
and hymn books printed on the presses
of the B. and F. B. Society, whose works
are sent to every nation, and of their con-
sequent 1nfluence upon those who may
not listzn to the exhortations of the mis_
sionarity, The paper also asserted th
importance of Sunday School literature



