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The Mexicans consisted, as we have said, of w small educited
class (not however, apparently selected from any particular
tribe,) and a large body of ignorant and demi-savage people,
who were under the former, and submitted themselves to be
divected by their superior information.  ‘This was the kind of
civilization whiclh existed in most of the nations of antiquity,
no “weans being then known for the general diftusion of kuow-
led, -. It is, however, the most insceure and precarious state
in the progress of nations, beciause, unless with & very strong
and well-organised military foree, the uaintormed mass awe
always liable to be worked on by same passion or prejudice,
and may thus at any time rise aud sweep into desteuction the
whole labours of the better informed and ruling budy, Know-
fedge is very apt to retrograde in such a state, and lias in-
deed done it in various jnstanves ; amd 1t is from sueh s canse
that we must trace the destruction of that power andd <kiil
which erected the works of which we have been speaking.
‘There is no oceasion for supposing that any nation ever ex-
isted in Noath Ameriea difievent from those tfound there.
1t appears only that civilization Lhad at oue time gained an
aseendaney, whichy currounded and mised as it wis with the
hostile power of burbarism and ignorance, it was not able to
maintain,  The connceetion of' this compirative state of im-
provement with thae of the Mexicans, who seern to have heen
driven from the norther to the southern parts of the same

country, nuty be clucidated by tfuture investigation.

MY BARLY DAYS,

WRITTEN UNBER A PICTURE TAKEN IN CHILDHOOD,

My carly days, my early days,
Ye woming stars that linger yet;
And beam as dear departing rays,
When every other star has set :

Spray of the ocean of my life,
Blossom of fruit all faded now ;
Ye golden sands in old Time's glass,
Ye green leaves on a wither'd bough—

Oh ! where are ye, and where am 17
Where is that bappy sinless child
‘That chias'd the gaudy buttertly,
As gay as that, and far more wild.

Am I that bold and fearless boy

That stemm’d the flood and climb'd the height ?
All health and truth, all lite and joy,

First in the trolic or the fight.

Ah ! no—where once the sunlight shone,
1 wander 20w emid the shade;

‘Lhe hopes that led my boyhood on,
Arve wither'd all, or all betray’d.

I cannot bear to gaze again
On visions that could fade sd fast ;
Nor, 'mid a present scene of pain,
Cust back a thought on blisses past.

SCRAPS FROM ANTIQUITY.

———

EGYY¥TIAN LAWS.

The Egyptians, a wise people, to whom Europe is indebt-
cd for the best of her institutions, -had some singular laws,
peculiar, indced, to themselves, but founded on the deepest
reflection and happiest views of state policy.  Every mun of
the Egyptians was ordered to give in to the magistrate to

whose uuthority hie was subjected, an account of the ways
and means whereby be derived a livelibood, and maintained
himselt aloney or himself' and family togrether ; and the pun-
ishment of death was considered due to him who cither tal-
sified his return, or refused ite Solon, who travelled into
Farypt for the sake ot deriving wisdom trom eonversing witly
her wise men, transferred this faw to Athens. 1t would ap-
pear that, by the laws of Egept, ignominious bodily labour
was stbstituted in ukny cases for the severer punishment off
death,  One of their kings, by name Sabaco, recommended
this substitution, seeing that, by the labour of the condenmed
culprit, advantage was derived to the state; whereas death
not only was too severe, jn most cases, for the frail peceabi-
lities of mankind, but was utteily barten of utility, as well
to the publie as to the individual—a reflection highly ho-
nourable to the monarch of “Thebes, and worthy of being
acted upon by all the legislators of Furope, Terodotus
says, that condemned persons in BEgyvpt seldom if ever sufiir-
ed death, but weve allowerd 1o dive, subjected, however, to
severe bodily kibour in the public works; and that the
wounds or artilicial cminenees, wherever, for the sake of pro-
tection trom the inundations of the Nile, their cities were
built, were the production of the fubour of the eriminals thus
beneficially employed.  “Uhe laws of another King, by name
Boccharis, regavding debts and money transactions, are like-
wise founded on great good sense.  Persons borrowing mo-
ney, or sued as having borrowed money from others, without
the aceusing party having bond, bill, or recognition to prove
the debt, are acquitted from it, on their wiving their oaths
they owe nothing.....{"Uhis-ennctment, we believe, has bheen
transferred to every country, J OF those, however, who
were traly debtors, the ereditor had it in his power to attach
and distrain the goods only ; his peison was considered as si-
cred to the state, pledeed, in common with his countrymen,
for its defence and protection ; therefore was sceure, or
(;ugln to be sceure, trom the violations of an irritated cre-
aitor,

MY PATHER™S NAME,

ON HEARING IT UNEXPECTEDLY AND HONOURALLY MENTIONED
AT A PURLIC MELTING.

My father’s name——my father’s name—how hallowed apd
how dear!

‘That sound—it fell like melody upon my list'ning ear !

What the' & stranger spoke his praise—so exquisite it eame,

Atounce Ilovid him as u friend—it was my father’s name 1

There was a fulluess of the heart, a glist'ning of the eye,

A sudden flushing of the cheek—1 cannot tell ye why !

T probed not then the mighty throb that shook my trem.
bling frume—

T only knew, I only filt—it was my father’s name!

And cloudless will T keep that name,
shall spare;

It never yet confessed a blot—nor stain shall enter there;

In woe or weal, unsullied still by shadow or by shame,

Proudly my heart shall beat to tell—« It is my father's
name.,” )

while God my life

And when at length they lay me down within the peaceful

And Hic;,t ::;‘cc, mighty Lotd of all, shall claim the breath He

Let bx‘xt.g::)‘n‘z line above my tomb, one sculptured line

¢ llc‘ ?«E:l}]_d. jl spotless, und unstained is still his father’s
e,

pro-



