
162 TIIE CANAPIAN DAY-STAR.

Io,çes us. Yct we cannot doubt flic truth, if'we are to believe the
Bible) that H1e does love us withi love ineffiable. We niust seek
for the cause of' this love of Bis, in 1-lis infinitely lol'ing nature.
It is Ris pleisure to have pit.y and pityjng love upon sueh sinners
as yen and I are. 11e proved this love or llis bygiving H-is Son
(John iii. 17), for Il the ord--"the wholc world " of sinners,
to be a propitiation (i John ii. 2) for their sins.

In harinony wvith this universal love whieh God bas towards
sinners, God the Spirit, the third of the Divine Tliree-in-One pleads
with men te bc saved. 11e takes of' the things that are Clirist's
-the things of the propitiation-and shows thera unto you and
-me. This lloly One pleads with men; lie teaches men; Ilc en-
treats men ; lie lays truth before nien, to persuade men to trust
in the shed hlood of Christ Jesus. Faith, moved by H-is plead-
in-, enl hghtened by Ris teaehing, yielding te Ilis entreatic-s, nd
persunded by Ris truth, says IlI do believe, 1l will helieve, that
Jesus died for tuec."

The liard heart of man neyer could, cf itself', if' psychologieal
observation and theological researeh inislead us not, be thus
mnoved; mnan's indifference te the truth cf (xod as it is in Jesus,
eoneernirsg tlue propitiation neyer should be removed ; in short,
neither yen, I, nor any other sinner in this sinful world, cauîld
have f'aith, but through the pourcd-out irîuencu, cf the Iiely
Spirit. Faitlh is eoinunieated by God the Spirit. IlFaith," in

iscommun ict 'on, is Ilthe gift cf Ged."
Here are poor sinners, helpless and undone. How can we es-

cape the condenination of Ged ? Through fiith in the bleod cf'
JTesus Christ shed flor us. By sin we have lest our innocence.
We have not, however, lest our rcasoib. It pleases the Lord te
spare us that, ainong other uncounted and unmeasured blessings.
Existence -xistence wvitIu a înind-a mmid whieh can know and
Leel, and will-this kind of' existence is ours. This mmnd, know-
in-,fln, willing. is that whieh luis f'aith. Faith ispossible te
every suehi mind. Yen have sueh a mmnd. Yen xnay have faith.
Faith, whieh looks at Jesus. wvhioch believes the truth, whieh bas
been ordiined by <Gol the fîather, and is eommanded by God the
Spirit, is a p3ossibLlit/ te yen, and ili .7ho pessess a mmnd like yeurs
-re'soltdl/c* God g,-ves this reasonable mind. 1,riaith, i) f
.ier*l/ possibility, is -the gift t fGod."

W.îat then is this ivondrolus gift ?
We fear lest any verbosity of ours nuay have given rise, eveu


