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We ]lave introduced the cultivation of cot-
ton titis ycar; and wc ait one tiane tlaoiught
of making thein pay foir their Tes~taments
froin ttheir finit year's cotton croit ; but to
5fty iiothin.g of the filet, thlit it ivili be
nearly a I)Velvemolltlhbefore lhat rail hei
the mnrkcr, 1 fotîmd, on our return to this
island in ,Julv Iast, that the natives wcre
collectitg ani preparing a large quauatitv
of arrowroot, as a contribution tn the mis-
sion, anud there w'ns aise, a quantity Iying
over fromn the previons yenr. Iu aIl thc
cîrenimbtanttvs of the case, we advibeil the
natives to appropriate titis as part pay-
nment for ileir Testaments. It lias heen
preparéd with great tare, under the super-
nitentlence of the nîissionarîes, hience we
cuin warrant its being yenuie. Wc are
very de.sirouis tbat the natives shouild puy
for the whole of the Testaments, nnd tbat
their arrowvroot shonld he sold to the best
advantage. XMTe are consigning it to carest
fricîxd> of our mission in difflërent parts of
Âustralia, New Zealand, and at homte. We
are Senldiu'z, off jnst ulow abolit 6000 lb.

T1'e cotton enterprize promises well ; flic
natives are tiaking up thec tivation of the
plant wi l i nrcb energy. There is not a
settlemient on titis island iu which'ahiere is
not more or less plantcd. Cotton is indi-
geixous to tits island; it grows tbe wbolc
y.'ar round, and yields two crops iu tbe
year. We have been stpplied -%ith tlac
best foreigut seed froin Manchester. The
secd sown iii July anti August is not only
in blossoru, but is fast openiug- las snow-
white silky fibres to tbe suni. The season,
ton, lias been very propitions; the cartb,
with natutrai. fonduness, ol)CuCd bier soft,
warii bosoni to receive tlac feuble nursling;
tîte paternal sun smiled niost loviinly on
the iniii, trembling exile; and the genas
skies shetd copicus tears of sympaîhy on
this forlorn but promising stranger. Under
these Instcring infiluences, it is fast growiug
inp into loviuig favor, antd is beconinig thbe
admiration of tbe wbole island. The fart
that it is coinig so fqst t0 iuatnrity, anti
promisitig.stncb a spcedy rettumu, is giving
very sensible support to the ratber weak
and faltering faitlî of the plauters.

\Vle»i fuily Christianized, but not ti
Christiauizcd, the conmmercial vailue of
t1lese islands will become great. The î>re-
sent island traîde is doing little or nothing
to heniefit the natives or dcvelop the re-
source.s of flie islands. lu rnost cases it is
doing the very opposite; it is caa-ried en
at gremxt risks; it xnay enrieh a few indi-
vicluals ; it lins <loule so ; but it is doing
nothing for the general or permanent
intercsts eiuber of' commerce or Jaumanity.
Tbcsc isl-aids.tre totally unfit for colonisingr
purposcs:. the climnate is unlhcalthy, n
tberc is no extent of uu)occuplied laud.-
But as furat ud as fast as the natives are

Cbristianized, tbev- wîll cultivate alla sell
cotton, coffce, arrowroot, coroa-nut oul,
oranges, and other tropical productions,
andI purchase mititufactured goods in re-
turu. Wbat hias bcei clone on one islaud
ay, with the blessing of G3oal, ha as soon

and as effectuiallv donc over the wlaole
group, if the missionnry gc atyad tilt
money poner arc soilti to tle reqtaisite
ainint. If wc take tbc whole bistory of
flbc South Sea Missions as tbe liasis of
-our calculations, we find tbat on an average
cvery naissiouary sent forth to tbese islaud(]s
gatbcrs in 2000 ton % c-ris, 200 of whoan arc
claurcb ieanbers ; aaud everv 1001 expeulded
on fliese missions suppl ies tbemoney pbower
requisite for b)riugulOti) 0 bieathens to the
profession of Cbri.stinitv' ten of wbom
w-il) hie members of tlic Visible churcb. In
tbe face of aIl thesa' facts, we (Ico trust 1118f
flac Oburchies of 'New South Wrales and of
ail Anstralia will awaken to a fuait seuse of
the oblig-ations re.stinguipon tiier, to extentl
tile kuiowltdge of tîme Go.Sýe mu~te
beniglited alla demae bt liopefful island-
ers. .5They and otbers responded no)aly te
tle first appeal ruade in Tiebalf of thais
gToup); but We hope that titis wili ha simp-
ly un earncst of genenal, sustaiued, and
permuancut efforts 1<) bring the multitude
of tbese isles under the dcamirdou of Iliru
who is the Prinice of Penatc, and tbe Autlior
of eternal salvaf ion.

AINEITYUM13, Dec. 1863.

SYSTEMATIO GIVING.
Tbe following is an abstract of the

report of the Comnittee on Systematie
Bencficcuce, submittcd to the Syiaod of tbe
Preshyterian Cbutrebi of tlic Lowcr Pro-
'rinizes, nt their rece-ut tweeig ini Pictoit-

" That ini accordance iviîh the instrac-
tiens of tbe hagst Synod tbcy hind prinfcd
and circulatcdl feu thonsnnd copies of their
last Report; that narkicd progress is being
muade within the hounds of the Syaod,
both in giviug çy.çt£mialicaIlly and al$(o in
plrop)ortion te inconme; that the Presbvtery

tioncd as dcscrvituge of special notice, hav-
ing raisedl over £100 for schienles of thae
clarch, after pillituatlly paying the stipul-
'itcdl salary of £3100 to tiîir ownVl pastor;
flac congregations of 'Nine MieRiver,
Newport, Shtabenaradie aud North Corn-

-wallis were narned as nuaakiuig praiscîvortly
jefforts iii the saine direction ; tlaat althougli
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