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1.
B “The harvest trulyss great, but the libvurers
BR carefew.”’
g In placing such abundant work at the
geet of our church Ged has honored her in
-amanner the most marked. Even a cur-
sory review of her history for the past
fi twenty years shows that wide doors both at
B home and abread have been opened before
er, and pressing dnvitations have been
given to enter. In the home field new con-
gregations have rapidly multiplied, and
mission stations have ariscn in many cases
in the most anexpected gnarters, while from
gbroad on every wind has beea wafted the
uy of benighted tribes, Come over and
Ielp us. God has also henoured our
S -church in imparting a good measuro of the
§ ind to work. The liberality of the peo-
o has been very commendable as evinced
by the annual exhibit of the statistical
P& ubles. A gradual increase has boen made
& in the support of tue gospel in settled
& <harges, the Home Mission funds especiaily
M of late have been abundant, while very
B iorely has she state of the Foreign Mission
i fmds necessitated a speeial appeal. Never
& Jevhas the church been compelled on the
@ gtonnd of an empty exchequer o decline
& the services of any laborer offering either
B Jor the Home or Foreign field. For these
*open doors and for this spirit of liberality,
i -the charch should feel profoundly thankful
B % Him who opens and no man shuts, and
# #ho makes a people willing.
g Such is the bright side of the picture:
U0k now at the derk. At last Synod it

was stated in one of the Reports thattwen-
ty-six congregations were without pastorss
that the Home Mission Board was otten
perplexed to know which of many calls for
catechists and probationers had thestiongest
claims upon the few men at its disposal ;
that were all our studeunts whether study-
ing at home cr abroad employed to to-ope-
rate with prubationers already in the field
the demand would be very inadequately
met; and that to provide for a very press-
ing necessity invitations had been extended
to students in other Presbyterian Churches
to spend their Summer vacation in our
home ficld. Scarcity of laborers then ap-
pears to be at present the great want of the
church. The harvest is great but the la-
borors are few.

To ohtain a large increasein the number
of her ministers is the work to which the
church is just now specially called. Aad
a3 this increase cannot be expected except
o a very limited extent by accessions from
sister churches, it must arise from within—
young men must be induced to come for-
ward and tke church must undertake to
train them for service. ¥For, let the source
of supply dwindle from year to year and
the result must be an ever inmcressing num
ber of vacant congregations and anoccu-
pied mission stations. Is it then tvo much
to say that the work adverted to is the work
to which the church should at present ad-
dress herself with all earnestness ?

To what cause is this scarity of laborers
owing, is a question which shonld be
seriously pondered by every friend of the
church, for a knowledge.of the causo of



